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On 6th October 2019, St Andrew’s Steenberg had the privilege 
to share in the 100th birthday celebrations of one of their long 
standing parishioners, Mrs Dorothy “Teacher” Voegt. The com-
bined family service included Mrs Voegt’s family members from 
South Africa and Australia, along with special guests, Conny Syl-
vester and the Ven Horace Arenz. 

Family that couldn’t attend due to work commitments are grand-
son, Wayne Curtis along with his wife, Nicole and twin daughters, 
Sarah-Grace and Anna-Beth. Although not celebrating physically, 
their love and heartfelt wishes were sent and felt. 

The service comprised of special messages, words of encourage-
ment, items of song and a special certificate received from the 
Most Revd Dr Thabo Makgoba congratulating Mrs Voegt on her 
enormous achievement. This certificate was read to the congre-
gation by the Ven Horace Arenz and was received with humility 
as the guest of honour sat in the very front of the church. Words 
of encouragement were brought to the family of Mrs Voegt by 
Mrs Jenny Bowman, the layminister currently serving Communion 
to Mrs Voegt on a monthly basis, and by Mrs Conny Sylvester, 
the wife of the first residing priest of St Andrew’s Steenberg. Mrs 
Voegt’s great-granddaughter, Miss Tracey Kannemeyer, left parish-
ioners teary and emotional with her heartfelt rendition of ‘You 
Raise Me Up’ alongside the St Andrew’s Music Ministry. A special 
word of thanks was brought by Larry Voegt, who came from Aus-
tralia along with his wife (Glenda), children (Jon-Karl with his wife 
Lauren and brother, Kurt) and grandchildren (Mila and Jaxon) to 
celebrate with his mom. 

After the service, family and parishioners were treated to some re-
freshments in the church hall where Mrs Voegt and her family had 
the opportunity to have more personal interactions with parishion-
ers. There were tables spread and cups overflowing, there was a 
joyous buzz that Mrs Voegt missed dearly. continues on page 6
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CLASSIFIEDS EDITORIAL
Some people believe in new year’s resolutions, often 
making unrealistic promises to themselves and then 
feeling defeat when the goal was not met. I realised a 
long time ago, that making new year’s resolutions are 
an added stress because life happens and we cannot al-
ways control what happens, how it happens and when 
it happens. 

When you reflect on the year, what thoughts and 
feelings surface? I ask myself often when I feel over-
whelmed, “what most got in the way of my progress; 
what did I learn were my greatest strengths and my big-
gest areas for improvement? and what moments was I 
most proud of my efforts.” We are all trying to be better 
versions of ourselves to contribute to a happier world. 
Small steps in the right direction are big achievements 
in my opinion because it means we are moving. 

“One of the simplest ways to be happy is letting go of 
the things that make you sad.”

Love and Light, Rebecca
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Colossians 3:1 “I am raised to new life, setting my eyes on the realities of heaven.”
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       EVENTS AND NOTICES

Archbishop’s 
Education 

Endowment Fund for 
Theological 
Education

Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the fu-
ture of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 
donation.

 
A sum of 

R1 483 201.67
has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

PARISH SECRETARY VACANCY: at St John’s Crawford, starting date January 2020. 
Submit your CV to Fr Alexander Ernest at ahernest@telkomsa.net by 30 November 2019.

VALENTINE’S DAY SNACK DANCE: St Mark’s District 6 will be hosting the above on 
Friday 14th February 2020 at the Athlone Civic Centre. The dance commences at 19h00 - 
00h30. The band in attendance will be the Elgineers. Tickets are R150 per person  which 
will include a snack platter on each table. To secure your tickets, Whatsapp Nerina Lawrence 
at 082 354 6889.

VALENTINE’S DANCE: St Mark’s the Evangelist, Athlone, will be hosting a Valentine’s 
Day dance on 14th February 2020 at the Wittebome Civic Centre, Wynberg. The theme of 
the evening is Love is in the air. Cheese and Wine will be served from 19h00 - 20h00 and 
the dance commences at 20h00-00h45 and the band in attendance will be Sweet Sounds. 
Bring your own platters and xyz. For more information, contact Lorraine McKinnon @ 084 
760 1488 or the Office @ 
021 697 1357. 

CARMEL TRIP 27 APRIL 2020 - 1 MAY 2020: the cost is R4000 per person which 
includes accommodation, excursions to Monkeyland, Featherbed and meals (breakfast and 
supper). There are only 8 places available on first come basis. The full amount to be paid by 
the end of March 2020. For more information contact Tanya at 083 633 2864  or Kevin at 
084 333 2864 / 021 7057680 for details.

DIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN

GUILD OF THE 
SERVANTS OF THE 
SANCTUARY (GSS) 
CENTENARY MUG

The GSS is selling 
these mugs at R60 

each in a box. It has the centenary logo 
on the front and the Servers Guild prayer 
at the back. For orders or queries, they 

may email Khile on 
knabelse@gmail.com.
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2 Corinthians 5:17“In Christ, I am being transformed into a new person.”

Dear Sisters and Brothers

The clergy of the arch-
deaconry of Rondebosch 
recently had their annual 

retreat at Temenos in McGregor.  It was con-
ducted by Ms Vivian Claire who led us with 
the theme: “Healing Gratitude -- An immer-
sion in the radical wisdom of thanksgiving.”  
It was a wonderful experience which enabled 
us to re-centre our spiritual lives, find our bal-
ance and recharge our batteries.  

The retreat concluded with a midday Eucha-
rist but the morning began with an hour of si-
lent meditation at 7.30am. I had just settled 
into a comfortable seated posture in chapel 
when Vivian announced we will do a silent 
meditative walk through the beautiful garden. 
It was a spirit soaring experience.

The meditation concluded by clergy having 
to walk three circular paths spiralling in-
wards drawing us closer and closer together 
towards each until we were forced to stand 
still. I stood behind a pile of stones depicting 
a sacred urn. An artistically decorated stone 
with writing on it faced away from me. I had 
to step into a smaller circle comprised of 
thirteen stones representing various spiritual 
pathways to God and expressions of faith to 
see what it said. The writing on the stone 
which made me curious reads: “You!!  Are all 
kinds of Amazing.”  Our God is indeed amaz-
ing.  Made in God’s image we are all amazing 
too!  Let us fill our hearts with gratitude and 
give thanks to our Creator, so that through 
us grace may be extended to more and more 
people.

The need for grace and healing was brought 
home more pertinently at the recent Diocese 
of Cape Town Mothers’ Union (MU) annual 

residential conference weekend. This year, 
the MU worldwide celebrates 143 years of 
faithful service to families and communities.  
The conference theme was MULOA (Mothers 
Union Listening, Observing, Acting) in step 
with God. The focus was on empowering 
women to speak out on gender based vio-
lence against women and girls with a clear 
message that “Enough is enough. Kwanele!”  

I licensed the Revd Christine De Stadler as 
chaplain to the MU at the opening Eucharist. 
The Revd Monwabisi Peter was the preacher 
who emphasised among other things that we 
are all made in God’s image and likeness. We 
are all therefore equal in God’s sight and no 
one should be discriminated against.  

The conference was very well attended and 
well run.  Unfortunately some MU branches 
were unable to attend the conference.  The 
president, vice-president and chaplain are all 

committed to working hard at reimagining 
how the MU can function optionally across 
our diversity.  Please keep them in your 
prayers and offer assistance in their endeav-
our to strengthen and grow the MU.

Another important woman’s organisation in 
our church will have had a special occasion, 
too late for discussion in this article.  It is 
the Diocese of Cape Town Anglican Women’s 
Fellowship (AWF) thanksgiving service.  At 
the Eucharist I will preside and preach and 
license the Revd Jenny Govender as the new 
AWF Chaplain. We are blessed with so many 
organisations exercising an indispensable 
ministry. Some significant milestones of 
sustained outreach into the community over 
an extended period of time continues to be 
celebrated. May God’s Holy Spirit continue 
to inspire, guide and bless the work of our 
organisations.

The Holy Spirit is at work in our Diocese in so 
many ways. On the 8 December six persons 
will be ordained to the Diaconate.  They are 
Brendan Fox, Gregory Amos, Ronald Mul-
ler, Jennifer Swartz, Yougandree Moodley 
and Ntombizolile Babayi.  They have been 
appointed to serve their first curacy in order 
at Church of the Holy Spirit, Kirstenhof; St 
Aidan’s Lansdowne; St Cyprian’s Retreat; St 
John’s Belgravia and St Faith’s Plumstead. 
Please keep them in your prayers.  

Please also pray for the retreat conductor 
and preacher Ven Joshua Louw.  Thanks and 
gratitude to the Dean of Studies and the lit-
urgy team for all their hard work in preparing 
for this ordination service.

Grace and Peace
Ven Keith de Vos

From the Vicar General’s Desk

Licensing of Archdeacon 
and Canons at 

Bishopscourt Chapel

The Revd Canon Mark Long will serve 
as the interim Archdeacon of 

Rondebosch and the Revd Reeva 
Mulder as an interim Canon until a per-
manent appointment is made. The Revd 

Zwelibanzi Antoni has been fully 
appointed as a Canon of the diocese. 

The licensing took place on 31st Octo-
ber by Archbishop Thabo Makgoba.

Photographer: 
the Revd Canon Mark Andrews
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John 14:21  “I am loved by God and delight to do His will.”
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Mavis Dobson celebrates 90 years
On 9th September 2019 Mavis Dobson cel-
ebrated her 90th birthday at a lunch with  
close friends and family. Later in the week 
she attended Mass, followed by tea and 
speeches, at St George’s Cathedral. Mavis, 
her son Craig said, had “achieved great-
ness” during her lifetime. In more than 40 
years’ association with the cathedral, she 
had been secretary / PA to three deans, had 
been involved in most aspects of running the 
cathedral life and had become an invaluable 
source of institutional memory.  

Mavis Harding was born in England and spent 
her childhood in Harrow, Middlesex. When 
World War II broke out in 1939, Mavis and 
her sister went to stay with an aunt in Scot-
land, where they became junior members of 
the Red Cross. In 1946 her parents decided 
to leave gloomy post-war England and move 
to South Africa. They settled in Somerset 
West. Mavis, having trained in shorthand 
and typing, started work for a solicitor, then 
moved to Johannesburg where she met Harry 
Dobson. They were married in 1954.
 
Their son Craig was born in 1962. Now back 
in the Cape, they sent him to St George’s 
Grammar School in 1970, where he became 
a chorister in the cathedral choir trained by 
Barry Smith. For his parents this meant at-
tending two services on Sundays as well as 
Friday evening choir practices. It wasn’t long 
before Mavis, a full-time mother, was asked 
to help checking the pledges in the Cathedral 
office once a week. 

In 1976 Dean King was looking for a part-
time secretary. The churchwardens ap-
proached the Dobsons, and on March 1st, 
1976, Mavis, very nervous, went to work 
at The Deanery.  “It started very nicely,” she 
says, “9 to 12, and not on Mondays, the 

Dean’s free day. I had this old Remington 
typewriter – clang, clang, clang! Friday was 
a nightmare! We had to get all the leaflets 
and notices typed onto stencils and then 
make copies on the old duplicating machine, 
which you operated manually, trying to stop 
the stencil creasing.”

During the protests and political tensions 
of the 1970s and 80s, the Kings were very 
protective towards Mavis. Any trouble at the 
Cathedral, the Dean would go down there im-
mediately. He’d tell her, “Fetch Craig and go 
straight home.” 

Colin Jones made some changes when he be-
came dean in 1988. The first was exchanging 
the old Remington typewriter for an Amstrad 
computer. To an astonished Mavis he said, 
“It works like a typewriter, but if you make a 
mistake you can delete it.”  For a year work 
continued at the Deanery. But Colin wanted 
them to be more available. The former an-
tique shop at the corner of Church House was 
converted into offices as a gift from the Eks-
teen family. 

“We had wonderful working relationships,” 
she says.  “In Dean King’s time the empha-
sis was on pastoral work. With Colin it was 
more about the way we communicated with 
people – clerical and office staff came to 
meetings together; priests came in and out of 
the office; there were activities for the young 
people.” Mavis worked full-time, managing 
rosters of preachers, readers, intercessors, 
answering endless phone calls and doing ex-
tra work when Colin was Vicar-General. 

Memories from those years: the bells stand-
ing in the parking lot while the bell tower was 
built; a verger who hid behind a pillar and 
slept there all night; the cross stolen off the 
high altar and found behind a dustbin at The 
Townhouse; Archbishop Tutu blowing a kiss 
as he passed her door.

When Rowan Smith became dean 1996, 
Mavis stayed on for a while. Then the time 
came when she felt she’d done enough. Ma-
vis says working at the cathedral was more 
than a job she enjoyed: it was a privilege to 
be part of a respected and revered institution. 
With her loyalty, dedication and hard work, 
Mavis Dobson has been a valued member of 
that institution. 

Congratulations on your birthday and thank 
you, Mavis!

- Mary Bock 
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1 John 5:14“I have access to God’s will.”

Quarterly Layminister’s training
Our last training was hosted on 7th September 2019 at St Martin’s, Bergvliet. The training day was conducted by the vibrant Revd Allan Smith 
who passionately shared the theme for the day, “Mission”.  Revd Smith lead us through the topic of discovering our mission and our identity 
and purpose in Christ. Revd Smith was dynamic and engaging. We were encouraged to move forward with our mission and to be involved in 
God’s plan, without placing limitations on ourselves. We touched on topics including the current restlessness in our country regarding gender-
based violence and gang violence, and what we can do about it. He placed emphasis on that we cannot go out and do the will of God in our 
own strength but only through the Holy Spirit. We need to reach out, move out and show people our hearts with excitement, passion and 
purpose. The day proved to be informative and thoroughly enjoyable with great discussions and fellowship amongst all. - Roxanne Christian

Honouring 40 years of service for 
groundsman Bennet May

All Saints Plumstead kicked off November 
with a weekend of celebration. We hosted 
our first Night Market on 1st November with 
perfect weather. We enjoyed buying crafts and 
delicious food from the various stalls availa-
ble. The Night Market was a great successful, 
and we thank everyone involved in making it 
possible.

Sunday 3rd November we had our Patronal 
and Thanksgiving service. Not only did we 
celebrate our 111th anniversary, we also cel-
ebrated 40 years long service of our grounds-
man Bennet May. 

We thanked Bennet for his dedication and 
hard work over the last 40 years. Father Mike 
Keggie and Father Victor Jones (past priests of 
All Saints, Plumstead) were in attendance to 
pay tribute to Bennet. We are blessed to have 
had him in service. And at the end of this year 
Bennet will be retiring and we wish him well 
for his future. He will be sorely missed! 

After our service we had an enjoyable and tasty lunch consisting of 
chicken curry, rice, salad, cake, ice cream, juice, tea, and coffee. 
Once again we thank our catering team for doing an excellent job!

Sunday evening, at our All Souls Requiem Mass and Commemoration 
of the Faithful Departed as we remembered all our loved ones that 
have died, particularly those that passed away in the last year. 
- Caitlin Smith

Introibo Ad Altare Dei! – “I will go to the altar of God”
The centenary year of the Guild of the Servants of the Sanctuary has 
drawn to an end. This year has been nothing short of blessed, we give 
thanks to God for all he has done for us. 

This year started off with our Anniversary Service on 26 May, exactly 
100 years on from the institution of our organisation (26 May 1919). 
The Anniversary Celebration Mass took place at St Mary Magdalene, 
Gugulethu. We had priests who were servers and those who have 
supported the Guild over the years present to concelebrate with our 
chaplain the Revd Christian Hartnick. 

Those who were present: the Revd Canon Cheryl Uren (Diocese of 
False Bay), the Revd Craig Abrahams (Diocese of Saldanha Bay), the 
Revd Daniel Papier, the Revd Ernest Moeketsi, the Revd Grant Da-
moes, the Revd Mkhuseli Lujabe, the Revd Nitano Muller (Diocese of 

False Bay) and the Revd Ronald Dias. The executive of the GSS also 
acknowledged individuals who have all contributed to the life of the 
ministry. The service was a celebration giving thanks to God for all he 
has done for us over the years.

We had the privilege of also visiting All Saints, Plumstead for Solemn 
Sung Evensong and St Andrew’s Steenberg for Mass of the Transfigu-
ration this year. 

Another highlight for this year was the Dance that took place 31 May, 
where friends young and old from all three dioceses gathered to cel-
ebrate the centenary year. The theme was A Night at the Oscars – and 
wow, people went all out with their wonderful outfits. 

continues on page 7
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1 Corinthians 1:30 “I have access to God’s wisdom and direction.”

This has been a 
busy but fulfilling 
year, marked in 

the Church across Southern Afri-
ca by challenges in the Diocese, 
by the dramatic fallout resulting 
from climate change elsewhere 
in the Province, and by challeng-
es in leadership – but above all 
by the inspiring commitment of 
the faithful to following our Lord 
and doing God’s work. 

In the Diocese, after we said fare-
well to Bishop Garth Counsell, 
the busy-ness was intensified by 
the decision of Elective Assem-
bly to delegate to the Synod of 
Bishops the election of the new 
Bishop of Table Bay. We can look 
forward to their decision by the 
end of February and the installa-
tion after that. In the meantime, 
thanks to the Ven Keith de Vos 
for acting as Vicar-General. 

In the society in which we min-
ister, our clergy and people were 
devastated by the crisis caused 
by drugs, gangsterism and vio-
lence in many of our communi-
ties, and I am grateful for the way 
in which the affected parishes 
have responded to the challenge. 

In the Province, we inaugurated 
the Missionary Diocese of Nam-
pula early in the year, and, God 
willing, by the time you read this 
I hope to have inaugurated the 
Missionary Diocese of Angola 
as a fully-fledged Diocese of the 
Province. The bishops and our 
advisers have also been kept 
busy this year by the resigna-
tions of bishops and the delega-
tion of elections to the Synod of 
Bishops. 

Of great concern is the lack of 
nominations of women to fill 
episcopal vacancies, especially 
since it is now 25 years since 
we began to ordain women as 
priests. I have appointed a com-
mission to look into why we are 
failing in this area. Next year all 
your bishops and their spouses 
will attend the 2020 meeting of 
the Lambeth Conference – please 
keep them and the conference in 
your prayers. 

Early this year, I twice went on 
emergency pastoral visits to the 
Dioceses of Lebombo and Niassa  
after the cyclones that devastat-
ed the northern half of Mozam-
bique. The crisis underlines the 
effects of climate change and 
I was pleased that Provincial 
Synod took steps to make sure 
that we “green” our Church. As 
you shop for Christmas groceries, 
please respond to our Church’s 

concern and cut back on single-
use plastic until we eliminate it 
completely.  

In many parts of our Province, 
water is scarce as a result of 
drought or, in some places, poor 
administration. Recalling how 
Cape Town cut water consump-
tion during its crisis, let’s con-
tinue saving, praying and sharing 
how we can use less water and 
mitigate the effects of climate 
change. 

In South Africa, the terrible vio-
lence inflicted on women and 
girls, and this year’s attacks on 
migrants from elsewhere in Afri-
ca have been deeply distressing. 
As we prepare for Christmas, the 
Statistician-General has reported 
increased unemployment, mean-
ing that many more people face 
the prospect of a bleak holiday 
season.

Luke 2 and our Christmas read-
ings urge us to be bringers and 
bearers of light and hope, and 
to become co-creators as in 
John’s Gospel. As we mark the 
season of Advent, let us focus 
on what specific areas each of 
us and our communities can do 
to live up to these expectations. 
Let us also prepare ourselves to 
celebrate the mystery of the In-
carnation, reminded again and 
again that God is with us. We are 
called to express God’s love for 
us all through Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit, and to be there for people, 
especially those struggling and 
without resources to live fruitful 
and abundant lives. 

After all the travel involved in 
my busy schedule, it is always 
good to return to my family and 
the familiarity of life and worship 
at Bishopscourt, supported by 
the intercessory team here and 
the daily rhythm of morning and 
evening Office and Mass. 

Please give similar support to 
your clergy and their families in 
your parishes, and pray for them 
as they minister to all God’s peo-
ple in their varied walks of life. 
Pray too for those beyond our 
shores, in places such as the 
Central African Republic, So-
malia and South Sudan, and for 
peace in Palestine and Israel. 

Unto us a Son is born, Emma-
nuel, the Prince of Peace! God 
bless each one of you this Christ-
mas.

God bless you.
+ Thabo Cape Town

To the Laos - to the people of God

Ma Voegt centenary from page 1: These mo-
ments were reminders of her days as a crèche 
teacher alongside her late husband, Lesley Voegt. 

As photographs were taken and gifts of apprecia-
tion given by the parishioners, Mrs Voegt’s smile 
began to dim down, but she pushed through as 
she longed to be in the House of God and amongst 
her friends after being house-bound for so long. 

Speaking to Mrs Voegt, she cracked a few jokes 
and said that it means so much to have everyone 
she cared about under one roof. 

Ms Karen Damon, grand-daughter to Mrs Voegt, 
also expressed her appreciation to the members 
of St Andrew’s Steenberg stating, “It is so nice 
to see that the people care so much for Teacher. 

People often forget about our seniors and carry on 
with their daily lives, but not St Andrew’s. I need 
to thank auntie Jenny and uncle Neville Bowman 
for bringing Teacher communion and fellowship 
on their monthly visits. She really looks forward 
to it”.

- Tracey Kannemeyer
  Photos by Malcolm Overmeyer
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Ephesians 1:3“I am spirituality blessed because He lives in me.”

GSS centenary Patronal Festival from page 
5: The pinnacle of our celebration was our Pa-
tronal Mass at the Cathedral Church of St George 
the Martyr on 6 October with The Most Rever-
end Thabo Makgoba was the preacher and cel-
ebrant. More than 800 servers from the Diocese 
of Cape Town, Diocese of False Bay and Diocese 
of Saldanha gathered to give thanks to God for 
100 years of serving ministry. 

His Grace delivered a moving sermon which en-
couraged and reminded each and every server, 
young and old, of their ‘Francis moment’ – the 
moment God called us to service in his sanctuary 
as our Patron St Francis was called to service for 
God’s glory. 

We ended off the centenary year with our final 
chapter service for the year at the Church of the 
Holy Spirit, Heideveld – A Requiem for the Faith-
ful Departed. What a fitting was to end off the 
year to give thanks to God for servers and chap-
lains who have committed themselves to service 
to the GSS over the 100 years. 

We also had the opportunity to bid farewell and 
medal Kieran Groepe (St George’s Cathedral) as 
he prepares to go to the College of the Transfigu-
ration to train for the priesthood. We would like to 
wish Kieran every blessing. 

We thank God for all who gave of themselves to 
make this centenary year possible. The Executive, 
the Chaplain, the Centenary Committee and the 
many others. We look forward to what God has 
instore for us for the years to come. 

Introibo Ad Altare Dei! – “I will go to the altar of 
God”

- Jesse Pastor (St Faith’s, Plumstead) and 
  Khile Abelse (St George the Martyr, Silvertown)

- Photographer: Kevin Wyngaard

DOC Good Hope December 2019.indd   7 2019/11/15   11:51:59 AM



We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website: www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this 
paper or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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Philippians 4:4 “I am able to have joy in any situation.”

An eye-opener to our rich Anglican history!

On Monday, 30 September, the confirmation class of All Saints Lans-
downe and St. Patrick’s Crawford 2019 went on an excursion, visit-
ing 4 important places within the Anglican communion. They were 
St. Saviour’s Claremont, Bishopscourt, Zonnebloem Estate and St. 
George’s Cathedral.

Our first stop was St. Saviour’s. Our rector, Father Allen Goliath, took 
us on a tour of the church, and was quite knowledgeable about the 
way the church was built. We visited the graves of Bishop Robert Gray 
(first Bishop of Cape Town) and his wife Sophie Gray who designed 
many churches in the province, including the first part of St. Sav-
iour’s. It was a delightful experience and we were extremely excited 
to learn about the history of the church.

Our second stop was Bishopscourt, however we were not able to stay 
long but did get to see the front section of the house and met one of 
the Archbishop’s assistants.

Our third stop was at Zonnebloem Estate. The Estate manager gave 
us a tour and a history of the Estate. We met the Executive Secretary 
to the Bishop as well as the Financial Manager of the Diocese. We 
also got to see the Bishop’s office where we sat and had a conversa-
tion with the Executive Secretary. We talked about the roles of every-
one that worked at Zonnebloem, confirmation, the church in general 
and the role of the Bishop.

Our fourth and final stop was at St. George’s Cathedral. It was an 
amazing experience to be able to undertake a detailed tour of such a 
historical place. The church is gigantic, with enough space for three 
side chapels – St. John’s, St David’s and the Lady chapel – where 
separate services can be conducted. They allowed us to visit St. 
John’s chapel, which is not open to tourists. They have many things 
that they kept from the original cathedral. I really enjoyed this stop 
because it was interesting to hear about the history of the church 
and how it was affected and used during times like apartheid and the 

Boer war.

Overall, the entire excursion was fun and at the same time, educa-
tional. I found myself mesmerized by the beautiful architecture at St. 
Saviour’s and at the Cathedral, but also amazed at the rich history of 
Zonnebloem and Bishopscourt. It was an amazing experience, one I 
will never forget.  

- Shayna Basson
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