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The unveiling of ‘The Arch for the Arch’ took place on 
7th October 2017, outside St George’s Cathedral, in cel-
ebration of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu’s 86th 
birthday.

The structure is made up of 14 wooden beams arched 
to form a dome and represents the 14 chapters of our 
constitution.  On each beam, phrases from the Constitu-
tion have been engraved and can be easily read by visi-
tors. This  serves as a constant reminder about where we 
come from and the need to uphold the values. 

In a short speech, Archbishop Desmond thanked all who 
were responsible -  the Design Indaba and the City of 
Cape Town for their tributes and said he and his wife 
were touched. He concluded saying, “we are who we are 
because of you.” 

In her dedication, Mayor Patricia de Lille said the South 
African constitution is considered one of the most pro-
gressive in the world. Similarly how an arch relies on a 
keystone to avoid collapse, so too does South Africa’s 
freedom rely on the constitution.  “As a leader in our faith 
community, Archbishop Tutu continues to speak truth to 

power before and after our liberation. I was fortunate to 
be one of the members of the Constitutional Assembly 
that wrote the final constitution”.

Other presentations featured video messages from all 
over the world and a very special message from the Da-
lai Lama, who paid tribute to his close friend and fellow 
freedom fighter.

- Photos: Sumaya Hisham
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CLASSIFIEDS EDITORIAL
We don’t always get what we deserve. I’ve thought 

about this many times and at each encounter, it had 
a different meaning to me. We don’t deserve God’s 
Grace and yet we receive it because its a gift from 

our heavenly Father.  

We all deserve good health, happiness, a loving 
family and a home to call our own but not everyone 
is priviledged to these basic needs. We live in the 
times where most people assume they deserve a 
sense of entitlement. The balance lies in how we 
treat others. Respecting others needs and wishes, 
while not neglecting our own is a more productive 
approach (in my opinion). The season of giving is 

fast approaching: give of your heart, your kindness, 
your tolerance and your forgiveness. 

Love and Light, Rebecca

THE GOOD HOPE 

Editor: Rebecca Malambo

Address: 
The Good Hope 
PO Box 1932,
Cape Town 8000
Tel: 021 469 3766
Fax: 021 465 1571

E-mail addresses:
malambor@ctdiocese.org.za
goodhoped@ctdiocese.org.za

Printed by: 

Page 2                THE GOOD HOPE NOVEMBER 2017

CONSTANTIABERG 
FUNERAL HOME

Preferential prices.
24 hour service

High ethical standards as member of 
National Funeral Directors Assoc SA

85 Kenilworth Road, Kenilworth
(cnr Rosmead Avenue)

021 671 2400
Alan Lindhorst

Galatians 5:22-23 “The fruits of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance.”

FUNDRAISERS
Hawaiian Dance:  St Aidan’s Lansdowne will host 
the above on Friday 17 November 2017 at the 
Wittebome Civic. A lucky draw will take place. 
Tickets are R120, for more information contact 
Esme at the parish office on 021 696 1500.

Annual Parish Fete: All Saints Plumstead, in-
vites you to the above on Saturday 25 November 
2017 from 09h00. There will be a few stalls for 
hire, please contact Verona at the parish office on 
021797 4176 for more information.

Parish Bazaar: St Matthew’s Claremont will host 
the above at the Brant Hall, Lancaster Street from 
19h00 on 01 December and from 08h30 on 02 
December 2017. For more information contact 
Ian Louw on 074 486 6110 /  Wavell Williams on 
082 594 0669 or  Alan Accom on 
083 412 5067.

TOURS
Oberammergau the Passion Play 2020 & Israel 

tour: Limited spaces available, for more informa-
tion call Alec at 021 686 4666. 

SERVICES RENDERED
Home maintenace: Carpentry, joinery, general 
building maintenance, repairs and painting. For 
more information contact Wayne Michael on 
021 761 3351 or 083 365 5965 or email: 
waynemichael99@gmail.com

VACANCIES
Part-time Youth Worker at Christ Church Con-
stantia commencing 2018:  A suitable candidate 
is sought to work in collaboration with the clergy 
team, sharing the vision and mission with regards 
to the ministry of children and young adults (teen-
agers) at Christ Church Constantia. The particular 
focus will be on Sunday mornings during term time 
but other days will also be included for confirma-
tion and youth evenings.  In order to be considered 
for this position, please submit your CV to parish@
cchconst.org.za.

EVENTS AND NOTICES

For affordable tailor-made funeral and cremation packages, as 
well as individual and family funeral policies. We also render 
the following services: Affordable national and international 
repatriations, gravestones,fresh flowers, coffin sprays and 

wreaths. All arrangements done at client’s homes

Andre J Isaacs - 084 846 6007 / 073 633 6808
email: summitfunerals@gmail.com

SUMMIT FUNERALS PTY LTD
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Acts 15:11“We believe that we are all saved the same way, by the undeserved grace of the Lord Jesus.”

Pastoral letter from the Synod of Bishops
     As Bishops of the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa (ACSA), we met in Synod in 
Benoni from Monday 25 until Wednesday 27 
September 2017. We welcomed among us 
the Vicar General of Khahlamba, the Revd 
Canon Moses Madywabe.

As always our meeting took place in a frame-
work of worship and warm fellowship as we 
shared our lives and worked on issues facing 
the church and our communities. We met as 
church leaders who are deeply aware of the 
challenges facing our churches and commu-
nities and the desperate need for leadership 
of the highest quality. At our opening Eucha-
rist we listened to an inspiring homily on the 
restoration and transformation of the temple 
in Jerusalem. The message was that this was 
the mission of Jesus in the world and if Jesus’ 
then ours too.

Our meeting coincided with the celebration 
of 25 years of the ordination of women to the 
priesthood in ACSA. The celebrations took 
place in the same venue where the Bishops 
met. This was a historic, memorable and joy-
ful interaction as we celebrated the Eucharist 
together to mark the occasion.

The electoral college of the Synod of Bishops 
was constituted on the first evening of Synod. 
Names of candidates were considered for the 
election of a Bishop for the vacant See of the 
Diocese of Mthatha. After a process of thor-
ough discernment and deliberation, Bishop 
Nkosinathi Ndwandwe, the Suffragan Bishop 
of Natal, was elected. Plans are afoot to have 
the Bishop enthroned on the eve of the Sec-
ond Sunday in Advent, Saturday 9 December 
2017.

The former Bishop of Umzimvubu, Geoff 
Davies now retired, is to be honoured with 
the Archbishop’s Peace with Justice Award 

for his extraordinary contribution to the An-
glican Church of Southern Africa and to the 
broader Christian and Interfaith world for the 
role he played in mobilising churches and 
communities to act for ecological justice.
Synod also deliberated on the very difficult 
and painful matter of the situation in the 
Diocese of Umzimvubu, with which we have 
wrestled for seven years now and which has 
involved drawn-out proceedings in the secular 
courts. In an hour of silent prayer, Synod ac-
knowledged the pain of one of our own and of 
the whole Diocese. In a tough decision taken 
with heavy hearts and after much prayer we 
accepted that the relationship between the 
Bishop and his Diocese has irrevocably bro-
ken down and Synod voted by a two-thirds 
majority to ask the Bishop of Umzimvubu to 
vacate his See.

Synod gave attention to a number of areas 
of mission and ministry in ACSA:

1. The Provincial Secretary Treasurer, Mr Rob 
Rogerson, gave a presentation on –
• the Pension Fund “Guidelines/What to do” 
Checklist
• the Duties and Responsibilities of Pension 
Fund Trustees and
• the need to finalise the Reconstituted Pro-
vincial Trusts’ Board
He also gave a feedback on the state of fi-
nances at the College of the Transfiguration 
(COTT). The essence of the feedback con-
cerned the financial viability and sustainabili-
ty of COTT as an educational institution. After 
much discussion, the Archbishop challenged 
the bishops to consider and propose in writ-
ing new funding models for the College, and 
he is constituting a special commission to 
look at innovative ways of expanding the Col-
lege’s reach to guarantee its sustainability.
2. A presentation on progress made by the 
Archbishop’s Commission on Human Sexual-
ity was given by the Revd Dr Vicentia Kgabe. 

The Chairperson of the Commission is the 
Bishop of Saldanha Bay, Raphael Hess. The 
Commission consists of six Commissioners 
and has invited each Diocese to constitute a 
Diocesan Liaison Team to facilitate the work 
of the Commission at diocesan level, with the 
objective that the voices of all will be heard 
in a consultative process to hear and discern 
what every Diocese is saying. The mandate 
of the Commission is to present to Provincial 
Synod 2019 a proposal enabling the Church 
“to minister to those in same-sex unions 
and the LGBTI Community in the context in 
which ACSA operates in Southern Africa”. 
This mandate does not rescind the decision 
of Provincial Synod 2016: it neither assumes 
that ministry to members of the LGBTI com-
munity will include the blessing of same-sex 
unions, nor does it exclude that possibility, 
should that be the mind of Provincial Synod 
2019. It also directs the Commission to con-
sider the situation of Dioceses outside South 
Africa, in which there is no provision in law 
for same-sex unions. The mandate is in line 
with the injunction of the 1998 Lambeth 
Conference and Provincial Synod 2002 to 
listen to the views of the LGBTI community, 
and in particular with that part of Lambeth 
Resolution 1.10 which “calls on all our peo-
ple to minister pastorally and sensitively to 
all irrespective of sexual orientation and to 
condemn irrational fear of homosexuals.” The 
Commission asked for prayers for its work 
and the members of the Commission.

We appeal to members of ACSA and the 
Communion please to commit these matters 
to prayer and offer yourselves to God to serve 
in God’s mission and ministry. We your Bish-
ops will continue to lead as God’s servants 
and servants of the church, to the best of our 
ability.
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The statutes of the Third Order of 
the Society of St Francis (TSSF) 
stipulate that at most every six 
years, a General Chapter must 
be held which brings together all 
professed tertiaries in the Afri-
can Province. The 2017 General 
Chapter which was held from 2 
– 8 October at Padre Pio Retreat 
Centre in Pretoria, coincided with 
the Provincial Chapter (APTOC) 
that takes place every two years 
and the Southern Region Chap-
ter, held every year. 

Both APTOC and General Chap-
ter were presided over by the 
Minister Provincial (MP), Rev 
Dr Michael Twum-Darko, which 
brought together over 50 del-
egates from the 5 regions of the 
African Province. The theme was 
“Living the Franciscan life in the 
21st Century as Africans.”  In 
his opening address, the MP re-
minded African Franciscans that 
it is not an exciting time for ter-
tiaries, as we continue to grow 
our faith in God through Jesus 
Christ. In the way of St Francis, 
we need to deepen our spiritual-
ity and adapt in this confused 
world, characterized by material 
possessions and commercializa-
tion of evil – greed, corruption, 
abuse of power and the vulner-

able, pride, arrogance, nepotism 
and favouritism. Quoting the 
words of the writer of Hebrews 
4:15 “This High Priest of ours 
understands our weaknesses, for 
he faced all of the same testing 
we do, yet he did not sin; through 
sorrow he chose submission; 
through anguish he chose obedi-
ence, regardless of the outcome,” 
the MP reiterated that tertiaries 
must always remain adaptable, 
motivated and responsive to our 
calling in the form of our vows 
and pledges. The MP further in-
dicated that the world of Francis-
can spirituality is an exciting area 
in which we live simple, hum-
ble and penitential. Franciscans 
must continue to meet and bring 

the Anglican Church to, and in-
spire people in forums like the 
General Chapter; Regional Chap-
ters and local group meetings 
to ensure the Third Order and 
Franciscan Spirituality remain 
relevant in the 21st Century as a 
better way of life. 

The General Chapter unanimous-
ly agreed that Franciscan Spiritu-
ality can and must renew the An-
glican Church on the Continent, 
and in particular, as a way of 
life for our adult youth who are 
searching for a new way of church 
life which is non-dogmatic, but 
embraces contemplative-action 
for Christian spirituality. Francis-
can Spirituality is not only about 

the environment and blessing of 
animals, but rather living out the 
Principles daily. Three main mo-
tions were adopted to be imple-
mented in the regions and local 
groups/parishes: (a) to engage 
young adults in the Franciscan 
lifestyle through Franciscan for-
mation, discussions and listening 
to them, (b) to renew the Third 
Order through inter-generational 
and inter-cultural fellowship to 
bridge the demographic divide 
to become true African Francis-
cans in the 21st Century, and 
(c) to appeal all Anglican priests, 
Bishops, Church Wardens and 
Parish Councils to give Francis-
can Spirituality a space to renew 
the church to fulfill its mission. 
During the Eucharist on Satur-
day 7 October 2017, 6 Novices 
were professed as tertiaries, 4 
postulants as Novices and 15 
professed tertiaries renewed their 
pledges of personal rule of life for 
one year. Franciscan Spiritual-
ity has never been an appropri-
ate lifestyle in the history of the 
world than it is in the 21st Cen-
tury. 

- the Revd Dr M Twum-Darko 
tssf
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1 Corinthians 2:16 “We have the mind of Christ (the Messiah) and do hold the thoughts (feelings and purposes) of His heart.” 

The Franciscan spirituality resolution from the 2017 
Provincial and General Chapter

Anglican Youth Fellowship: Ebuhlanti 
Ebuhlanti is an initiative by the men and boys in the 
Anglican Youth Fellowship (AYF), which was held on 
19th August 2017. We had our first session and dis-
cussed the issues that affect amadoda (men). Some 
of these issues are perpetrators of rape and women 
and children abuse. In 2017 alone, too many wom-
en have been subjected to violence. 

We started the dialogue and feel that if we talk about 
these issues as men, this might decrease the num-
ber of women who are abused. We should empower 
and equip one another about life. Some of the topics 
we covered were: Avoiding temptations from women 
as  a married man; Saying no to peer pressure; Con-
struction of the 21st Century man; Alcohol and drug 
abuse and how to behave when your partner earns 
more than you as a male. We hope these dialogues 
will be ongoing. Our next set of topics will include: 
Homosexual tolerance and Financial stability to help 
shape a new culture of being a responsible man.
- Masibulele Hlazo
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Psalm 27:1“Light, space, zest - that’s God! So, with him on my side I’m fearless, afraid of no one and nothing.”

St Mark’s District Six 
arson attack update

On Wednesday 27 September, St Mark’s District Six was 
damaged by a petrol bomb which exploded in the hall of the 
undercroft.

The rector, the Revd Austen Jackson, was in Houwhoek cele-
brating his wedding anniversary with his wife, Belinda, when 
he received a call from ADT informing him of the incident.

The petrol bombing took place during a time of unrest at The 
Cape Peninsula University of Technology (CPUT). According 
to a police source, a CPUT student was seen close to the 
church around the time of the incident and arrested. A pet-
rol bomb was found in his possession. He was however only 
charged with possession of an explosive device as there was 
no direct evidence linking him to the petrol bombing. He was 
subsequently released on R2000 bail and will appear in court 
on 30 January 2018.

According to the police source there was no sign of forced 
entry. He added that they had to break into the building for 
the fire to be extinguished. He suggested that the arsonist had 
locked the door when he exited the church.

St Mark’s preparatory school / community centre, primary 
school, old church and rectory which were demolished as a 
result of the Group Areas Act of 1966, once occupied much 
of the land on which CPUT is built.

The heinous attack on this heritage site, a beacon of hope 
during the forced removals of District Six, has attracted much 
media and public attention. A combined Muslim / Christian 
solidarity service was held on Saturday 14 October. 

Damage to the hall is estimated in excess of R250 000.

- Denise Lowton

The Ven Donovan Meyer was licenced as Archdeacon of Groote Schuur 
by the Rt Revd Garth Counsell during the staff Eucharist at the Zonne-
bloem Chapel on 4th October 2017. He is pictured with Bishop Garth on 
his left and his wife, Valda on his right. Photo: Edwin Joshua

Athlone Archdeaconry 
celebrates at annual 
Thanksgiving service

The Sunday School of the Athlone Archdeaconary celebrated their annual 
thanksgiving service on Sunday 20 August at St George’s Silvertown. The 
venue was selected to be part of the centenary celebrations of St George’s. 
The service was preceded by a march through the streets of Silvertown 
with the theme “STOP CHILD ABUSE”. The service was characterised by 
lively worship and each of the Sunday Schools rendered an item which 
enriched the service. Father Anthony Williams delivered the talk and he 
encouraged the children to bask in the love of Jesus. A number of teachers 
received certificates for years for faithful teaching, ranging from 10 to 45 
years. - the Revd Gilmore Fry

Super seniors meet at 
St Andrew’s Steenberg

story on page 7
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Ephesians 1:3 “In Christ, I am spiritually blessed because He lives in me.”

The annual meeting of the Church’s Provincial Standing Committee has expressed its concern at the excessive use of alcohol, especially by 
children, and is calling on governments in Southern Africa to consider raising the legal limit for the purchase of alcohol to 21.

In a resolution proposed by Bishop Carlos Matsinhe of Lebombo, and seconded by Bishop Stephen Diseko of Matlosane (who is also Dean of 
the Province), PSC said:
The Anglican Church of Southern Africa is a church that believes in good morals in all families and society. The church acknowledges the fact 
that people consume alcohol from time to time as means of socialization. It is with great concern that the church observed a trend in the com-
munity at large that at times alcohol is misused or drunk excessively even by our children. Excessive alcohol consumption destroys families 
and the future of our children.
We also observed that some of the liquor outlets sell alcohol to children under the legislated age limit. The church takes this opportunity to 
implore all the liquor outlets in all the countries within our Province to respect and uphold the liquor legislation of their respective countries. We 
plead with the outlet owners to heed our plea so that we collectively prevent our minor children from purchasing alcohol. The ACSA believes 
that the whole community should work together towards the agenda of moral regeneration.
Therefore the position of this PSC is that:
• Enforcement of laws regarding the sale of liquor be strictly applied;
• All churches should stand together in educating people about the impact of excessive alcohol consumption;
• Collaborate with NGO’s to assist those involved and affected by the excessive use of alcohol;
• Ask the governments within ACSA to consider raising the age limit for entering liquor outlets and buying alcohol to the age of 21;
• We call upon all parents and caretakers to abstain from consuming alcohol irresponsibly so as to become exemplary mentors of a 
society free of alcoholism;
• We call upon all whose business is production and promotion of alcohol to be positive by taking such measures that their success 
does not become a curse to our communities and to the future of our nations.

Lastly ACSA believes that “Together we can build the future of our countries by inculcating good and responsible manners of alcohol consump-
tion in our children and restore and heal families torn by excessive alcohol consumption.”

PSC speaks out on abuse of liquor, 
especially by children

Commemorate, 
Celebrate, Commit to 
change Conference 

Statement
Preamble

Women Priests of the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa, meeting in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, from the 25 – 27 of September 
2017, came together at this 25th anniver-
sary of the ordination of women to the priest-
hood to:
•  Commemorate the years of struggle 
   leading  up to the first ordinations of 
   women  to the priesthood in 1992
•  Celebrate this 25th anniversary as a 
    victory over exclusion, inequality, and 
    injustice in the church
•  Cry with lamentation for the exclusion, 
    inequality, and injustice that remains in  
   the leadership, structures and practices of  
   the church
• Critically consider the nature of these 
   practices of exclusion, inequality, and 
  injustice and how they continue to 
  marginalise women
•  Commit to work collaboratively for   
    the transformation of church structures  
   and practices to truly become an inclusive     
  and life-giving church

The voices of laywomen and those in the pro-
cess of ordination were also welcomed into 
this safe and collaborative space.

This gathering was rooted in daily prayer and 
worship, contextual bible studies, the sharing 
of stories, reflections and group discussions. 
The conference was intentional at reflecting 
on the past, critically evaluating the present 
and committing to the call for changes that 
would enhance the role of women priests in 
the church, so that our church will become 
an inclusive welcoming church, where men 
and women are equally able to serve to their 
fullest potential, thereby enabling the church 
to be a prophetic voice in the world.

Through the sharing of stories, we have heard 
the cry from many, of their journey’s which 
included, rejection, ridicule, disillusionment, 
harassment, disempowerment, loneliness 
and desperation. We have heard the cries 
and lament of women, who through their 
desperation, were certain of the grace of God 
and through Christ, the hope of glory…if not 
for them, but for generations thereafter.

We listened to stories of how the policies 
and structures of our church have created 
tensions within communities, parishes and 

dioceses and have caused vocations to be 
destroyed.

Challenges confronting the Church
Through prayer, critical reflection and dia-
logue the following challenges were identi-
fied:
1.  As a church, in all our organisations, 
policies, structures, and hierarchy, we con-
tinue to normalise, regularise and per p e t u -
ate exclusion.
2.  In the continuous striving for equality, we 
do not deliberately put in place processes to 
achieve equity.
3.  Within the province there are no universal-
ly set minimum basic standards and criteria 
for levels of education and skills required for 
deacons, priests and bishops.
4.  Academically appropriate theological edu-
cation as well as ministerial formation must 
be given greater priority.
5.  All theological education and ministerial 
formation should be ongoing and structured 
mentoring programmes be developed for dea-
cons, priests and bishops in our church.
6.  The use of language, when teaching about 
God and human beings, including our wor-
ship, must be critically assessed as to how it 
continues to marginalise and exclude women.

continues on page 7

Statement of conference celebrating the 25th
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Psalm 104:1“O Lord my God, You are very great ... He makes the clouds Hischariot. He walks upon the wings of the wind.” 

Siyahamba Labyrinth  Spring Walk 
at St George’s Cathedral

Walk from Darkness to Light

‘Super Seniors’ from page 5: On the 9th July 
2017, St Andrew’s, Steenberg set a day of celebra-
tions aside to honour our ‘Super Seniors’. This group 
of people range in age from over 80 to 98 years.

We often forget about the important people, our own 
pioneers. The ‘Super Seniors’ were supported by 
friends and family. It was a day of true celebration 
and also one of great sadness. 

On the very same day, we would have celebrated 
the 100th birthday of one of our seniors who passed 
away five months prior to  turning a centenary.  

The Revd Basil Davids conducted the service taking 
the congregation down memory lane, with wise say-
ings and encouraging them to be faithful to God. 

Two speakers were Greg Amos and Raymond Hen-
dricks who are children of the parish and thanked 
our seniors for their love, commitment and support 
over the years. Gifts were handed to them as a token 
of our appreciation. Celebrations ended with tea in 
the hall.

- Greg Amos
Photo: Malcolm Overmeyer

On Friday 1st September at 06:30 while it was still dark a group from St Georege’s 
Cathedral and others walked the labyrinth, lit by candles the path barely visible, as we 
walked it grew lighter and we walked into daylight. This a wonderful metaphor for the 
journey of life and the new beginning  that spring  offers us.   - Pat Ellis

from page 6: We hereby commit to the fol-
lowing resolutions, which will be tabled at 
the Provincial Standing Committee meeting 
from the 27-29 September 2017 for adop-
tion immediately.
A. We respectfully request the metropolitan 
to enforce previous Provincial Synod Resolu-
tions related to the adequate representation 
of women at all decision-making bodies of 
the church and at all Parish, Diocesan and 
Provincial structures.
B. We respectfully appeal for a transforma-
tion of representation within our church that 

will reflect a 50/50 representation of men 
and women in leadership and decision mak-
ing in ACSA.
C. We respectfully request a campaign within 
ACSA, that advocates for the election and ap-
pointment of women as Bishops in all new 
elective processes, including the appoint-
ments made by the Synod of Bishops.
D. We respectfully propose that theological 
education becomes a priority in ACSA, and 
that an ACSA universally accepted basic min-
imum standards of education and vocational 
training is set for all priests and bishops.

E. We urge all Bishops to send at least 2 ordi-
nands to be sent to the College of The Trans-
figuration annually.
F. We call for the immediate use of liturgy 
that does not perpetuate patriarchal leader-
ship and authority but instead uses inclusive, 
affirming and life-giving language for all of 
God’s creation.
G. We call on ACSA to allocate adequate re-
sources for the leadership, development and 
mentorship of women more especially young 
women in ACSA.

anniversary of the ordination of women

St Aidan’s Lansdowne celebrates 88th anniversary
We celebrated our Patronal Festival with a 
week of Praise and Festivities which culmi-
nated in an afternoon of Song and Praise 
called Sing Out. This was so appropriate as 
everyone sang out to their hearts content.

On the Saturday evening we had a birthday 
party with a number of generous members 
from the congregation donating ‘potjiekos’ 
that was for sale and people danced to the 
music of Ambience – the Dance Band. We 

were thrilled that our Archdeacon the Vener-
able Joshua Louw and his wife Joan could 
celebrate with us. This year we had a cel-
ebration with a difference as we went down 
memory lane. Our normal focus would be 
on our Patron Saint – Aidan and his life in 
Lindisfarne but the facilitators of the Pa-
tronal festival, Anthony Adams and Colin 
Isaacs interviewed long standing congrega-
tion members who has been at the church 
since its inception. This was so insight-

ful and informative and left parishioners 
so much more appreciative of the History 
of St Aidan’s.  One particular story which 
perked everyone’s interest and emotions 
was a beautiful love story between the priest 
Lancelot Beams and one of the congrega-
tion members Mona Whittle although there 
was a 14 year age difference their love was 
so strong that within 3 months they were 
engaged and married.

continues on page 8
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Ephesians 1:4 “In Christ, I am holy, pure in God’s sight, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.” 

St Aidan’s from page 7: They travelled to 
most of the beautiful provinces in South Af-
rica and enjoyed married life to the fullest. 
The three years of marriage ended abruptly 
when at the age of 44 he passed away due 
to a brain haemorrhage. Mona Beams still 
worships faithfully at St Aidan’s and feels 
blessed and loved by the support she has 
received during difficult times and gives 
praise to God for this parish.

All our services was so blessed in the pres-
ence of our priests, the Revd Deon Faro and  
the Revd Ronald Dias who conducted the 
services so passionately and we give God all 
the glory praise and honour for their minis-
try at St Aidan’s.

What is a birthday without a birthday cake 
and we had such an awesome cake it was 
the replica of our altar made with precision 
and perfection by Joy Harding it was too 
nice to cut but everyone was invited to have 
a slice of cake and sadly within minutes the 
cake had disappeared. As festivities came 
to a close spirits where high amongst all 
congregation members, organisations and 
visitors and we look forward to planning 
celebrating 90 years with God’s help.

YOUTH COUNCIL 
We had the installation of the St Aidan’s 
Youth Council which was born out of the 
need to coordinate youth activities in the 
Church, to provide a common vision and a 
platform for effective communication. 

The Youth Council is an exciting initiative 
as we seek to give young people a more vis-
ible profile in the Parish.  The Youth now 
has a collective and amplified voice, has 
representation at various levels, and is now 

seen as a unified entity.  Because the struc-
ture includes leadership as well as member 
representatives, it also addresses the “age 
gap”.  The Youth Council is easily identifia-
ble this has been well received in the parish 
as we unanimously know this is the future 
leaders of St Aidan’s be it churchwardens, 
parish counsellors, worship leaders or any 
other leadership position.

Youth is defined as all young people in the 
parish, not just the group which has tra-
ditionally been called “Youth Group”. The 
Youth Council consists of all the leaders and 
another representative from each organisa-
tion, under the leadership of a Youth Coor-
dinator. The organisations which fall under 
the banner of “Youth” include Dance group, 
Youth group, Servers guild, Confirmation 
class, Bible class, Youth band, Choir, and 
Sunday school. The Youth Council would 
also include the Parish Priest, and would 
have representation on Parish Council. The 
Youth Council would meet periodically, 
confirm calendars and plans, and cooper-
ate more closely, yet still independently. We 
all agree change has to come about as this 
brings renewed energy from the youth, so 
youth services will be more inclusive, while 
reference to “Youth” will be a collective and 
inclusive reference. The Youth Council is an 
exciting initiative as we seek to give young 
people a more visible profile in the Parish 
and as adults we can exercise a mentor and 
nurturing role in order for the YOUTH to ex-
cel and work In HIS vineyard to the Glory 
of God. 

WOMEN’S EVENT
On the 4 August 2017 there was excite-
ment, anticipation and the church hall 
was packed to capacity with 180 beauti-
fully outfitted women. The décor was Old 

Vintage and the hall was transformed into 
a breath- taking setting of feminine class. 
This event was a real treat as all present 
were treated to so many treats- each lady 
received a scarf at their place setting as well 
as a goodie bag and there were so many 
lucky draw prizes which caused  excitement 
amongst the women. The theme was Fruits 
of the Spirit and this was incorporated 
throughout the afternoon – the welcome 
drink had fruit in it , each lady at their lace 
setting received a fruit of the spirit name, 
there was entertainment by a singer Zinzi, 
there was beautiful dancing by the Sowers 
of the Word dance group as well as edible 
treats enjoyed by all. 

The first speaker Joy Cupido told us her 
moving story and how she had to learn to 
become an “overcomer “she got everyone 
up on their feet and spelling out the word 
overcomer with their bodies what a site to 
see women of all ages having fun and con-
centrating on getting their moves right. Eve-
ryone present learnt no matter what you are 
faced with Jesus gives you the strength to 
overcome. We were blessed to have beauti-
ful ladies from our youth as waitrons when 
it was tea time they served tea and coffee 
at the tables. Our main speaker was Wonita 
Nicol the deputy editor of Women’s Health. 
She encouraged women to look after their 
bodies as we are God’s special creation. 

The feedback received was positive and es-
pecially all the prize winners who were ec-
static. The Events Committee of St Aidan’s 
was commended for the outstanding func-
tion and blessed and enjoyable afternoon.

- Wendy Canterbury and Anthony Adams
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