
As part of exploring the theme of “The earth is the 
Lord’s” this Lent a group from St John’s Parish Wynberg 
visited the Philippi Horticultural Area (PHA). The PHA 
is unique and irreplaceable. Numerous studies over the 
decades, including those by the City and Province, all 
agree that the PHA is the best agricultural land to pro-
vide the city with affordable and local food now and in 
the future. 

Small scale farmers are fighting to protect the PHA 
from being developed and allowing this prime agricul-
tural area that is also vital in recharging the Cape Flats 
Aquifer, to be “paved over”. Preserving and protecting 
this area is also vital in addressing climate change. De-
stroy it and we will be shipping in fresh vegetables from 
George and even as far as far afield as China and New 
Zealand. Imagine the food miles added to our daily food 
and how that will add to our carbon foot print. Not only 
can the PHA farmers provide healthy organic food they 
also create employment and food for people who cannot 
afford to shop at Woolworths, PnP, Spar and Shoprite. 
A third of the PHA (1,000 ha) has already been lost. 
Irreplaceable farmland has gone for ever. 

Our Lenten journey, using the 2019 Lenten material, 
has awakened us afresh to our calling as disciples of 
Jesus to protect and honour God’s gift to us in creation. 
God so loved the world (the earth, literally the cosmos, 
not just the people on it) that he sent his Son so that we 
(and the earth with us) might have life in all its fullness. 

As a Parish we stand with the PHA Farming Campaign 
in working for the preservation of this food basket on our 
doorstep that provides over 80% of Cape Town’s fresh 
vegetables. We are behind this campaign supporting the 
court battle and creating awareness of what is happen-
ing under our noses.  

We also want to share the exciting vision of what could 
happen in the PHA. Can you see it: small scale farmers 
producing wholesome food, reducing carbon emissions, 
creating employment and using this God given gift to 
enhance the lives of all who call Cape Town home?

- the Revd Duncan McLea
Rector, St John’s Parish Wynberg
- Photographer: Louise Feiter

For more information watch this video 4 minute video 
and share it with others.  https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=CrASogCQ0gY
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CLASSIFIEDS EDITORIAL
Sometime in our lives, we get to a junction where 
we have to decide what the next step will be. We of-
ten fail to understand that if God was leading us, He 
would give us the courage to embark on the new path 
and would walk alongside us every step of the way. 

We need to discern God’s guidance and believe. We 
are often distracted by worldy things that take up too 
much of our time and when we get engrossed, we 
lose focus. 

Let this Easter be a time of reflection on where you 
heading and wait on God’s guidance no matter how 
long it takes. 

Psalm 32:8 “I will instruct you and teach you in the 
way you should go; I will guide you with My eye.”

May your Easter be filled with love, joy, peace and 
hope. 

Love and Light, Rebecca
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Ezekiel 36:26 “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you.”

THE GOOD HOPE 

Editor: Rebecca Malambo

Address: 
The Good Hope 
PO Box 1932,
Cape Town 8000
Tel: 021 469 3766
Fax: 021 465 1571

E-mail addresses:
malambor@ctdiocese.org.za
goodhoped@ctdiocese.org.za

Printed by: 

Scan QR code with your mobile and learn 
more about the Diocese of Cape Town

EVENTS AND NOTICES
    FUNDRAISING:

CHURCH BAZAAR: St Matthew’s, Claremont will host its bazaar on 
Friday 31st May at 18h00 till late and Saturday 1 June at 09h00 
till late afternoon. For more information, contact Quinton 021 706 
2085 / 072 125 1303; Alan 083 412 5067; Noel 082 351 4659 
or Ronny 072 643 8168. 

OBERAMMERGAU TOUR 2020: tour group meeting to take place on 
Sunday 5th May 2019 at St Saviour’s Anglican Church, Claremont 
from 15h00 -17h00. For more information contact Alec Pelston on 
0823772856 or aneekaj@gmail.com.

Archbishop’s 
Education 

Endowment Fund for 
Theologican 
Education

Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the fu-
ture of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 
donation.

 
A sum of 

R1 483 201.67
has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

Growing the 
Church Gtc has 

moved from 
Braehead House

Growing the Church
4 Mafeking Road

Bergvliet
7945

Tel: 021 712 0408
email: office@grow-
ingthechurch.org.za
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Romans 6:23“The gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Dear Diocesan Family
Warm greetings as we 
joyfully continue to cel-
ebrate the life-giving 
good news of the Resur-

rection of Jesus Christ our Lord which is at 
the heart of our Christian faith. I pray that 
our celebrations of the empty tomb, and the 
corporate renewal of our baptismal vows dur-
ing the Easter services, will have encouraged 
us all to embrace the opportunity for new 
beginnings in our lives and Christian witness 
in the world. Amidst the many prevailing 
challenges, disappointments, anxieties and 
despair felt by many at various levels of their 
daily lives, we as God’s Easter people have 
a gospel of hope, reassurance and renewed 
possibilities to live and proclaim. I hope you 
are doing so!

At a more personal level this Easter of course 
marked the moment of my own retirement 
after close on 40 years of full-time ministry 
as deacon, priest and bishop, all of it in the 
Diocese of Cape Town. Much of the talk in 
the build-up to retirement seemed to focus on 
“looking forward to stepping out”, on “laying 
down the staff as ministry comes to an end” 
and about “enjoying taking things easy” – To 
be honest, all very enticing prospects! How-
ever, during the last days in office and espe-
cially in Holy Week, I became more acutely 
aware, or perhaps more willing to admit, 
the extent of the life-changing impact this 
will have going forward. Easter nevertheless 
came as a timely reminder that even retire-
ment was not an end in itself but a moment 
of change, marking fresh and new beginnings 
and opportunities to listen, hear and prayer-
fully respond to God’s call and divine plan 
and purpose for the whole of our lives deter-
mined from the very beginning! So I pray for 
grace and humility to embrace this change 

and new stage in life with trust, faith and 
openness to the Lord who is forever wanting 
to do new things in our lives.

As I look back across the last 4 decades 
there is so much for me to be immensely 
thankful to God for. Even 6 years in a civil 
engineering drawing office prior to theologi-
cal training engaged in producing precision 
drawings of roads, bridges, and especially 
the then ground-breaking Huguenot Tunnel, 
contributed much to preparing me for what 
was to follow. Nurtured and guided by godly 
parents during my spiritual formation in the 
traditionally Anglo-Catholic parishes of Sil-
vertown and Athlone, theological training at 
St. Paul’s College Grahamstown during the 
hey-day of the charismatic movement, an ex-
tended first curacy in the evangelical Parish 
of St John’s Wynberg at Emmanuel Church 
and St Philip’s Kenwyn, Priest-in-Charge for 
the next 5 years of what was then virtually 
a semi-rural Kuilsrivier and Blackheath, fol-
lowed by another 5 years in rural Bredasdorp 
before a decade at St Saviour’s Claremont, 
all shaped and prepared me for the most un-
expected, almost 15 years of episcopal min-
istry that has just ended. Throughout all this 
time I, as well as Marion and our children 
once they were part of my life and ministry, 
have been abundantly blessed and enriched 
through the amazing people and places we 
have been privileged and gifted to be a part 
of, and where we have hopefully shared and 
contributed in some small measure to the 
lives and witness of the faithful and the wit-
ness of God’s kingdom amongst us. WE have 
a treasure chest of special memories of such 
times that will forever be in our hearts and 
thoughts.

Allow me then to conclude this final column 
as your Bishop by expressing my most sin-

cere and heartfelt THANK YOU and apprecia-
tion to everyone throughout the diocese who 
during these past years have been part of this 
shared journey of faith as fellow pilgrims in 
Christ. Marion joins me in thanking you for 
your love, friendship and support, and above 
all for your prayers without which I would 
have failed much more than I have. 

Be assured that you will remain in my prayers, 
and especially as the diocese engages in the 
important process of electing a new Bishop of 
Table Bay at the end of July. Ad Dei Gloriam! 

May our Creator God, the Risen Saviour and 
the Enabling Holy Spirit continue to bless, 
guide and keep you and your loved ones.

With much love and blessings    
+Garth Counsell 

From the Bishop’s Desk

Palm Sunday 
processions

Left to right: 
The Revd Mzwabantu Magadla, 
rector of St Matthew’s Claremont, 

leads the procession.

The Revd Moeketsi Mototjane, 
rector of Holy Cross Nyanga, 

blesses the palms. 
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Psalm 118:6 “I will not be afraid, because the Lord is with me. People can’t do anything to me.”
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THE ANGLICAN CHURCH OF 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

DIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN 
 

TO ALL PASTORAL CHARGES IN THE 
DIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN 

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ! 

The Rector or Priest-in-Charge is kindly requested to make the contents of this letter 
known to the congregation as soon as possible.  

As chairperson of the Advisory Committee of the Elective Assembly of the Diocese of Cape 
Town, I Richard Fuggle, having been notified by the Archbishop in terms of Canon 4, 
paragraph 8 (d)(ii) of a vacancy in this See following the retirement of Bishop Garth 
Counsell, do hereby in terms of Canon 4, paragraph 11(a)(i) invite clergy and confirmed 
communicants of this diocese to submit by 20th June 2019 the names of candidates who 
feel called to be considered for election as the next Bishop of Table Bay. 

In terms of Canon 4 paragraph 11(a) (iii) anyone proposing a candidate is required to 
provide in writing: 

1. The consent of the candidate; 
2. The names of two other persons who support the nomination and who have been 

requested to provide supporting motivation for the nomination; 
3. Motivation for the nomination of the candidate; and 
4. A personal profile of the candidate. 

Written submissions may be deposited in a designated locked container in the Diocesan 
Offices, Cambridge Road, Zonnebloem Estate, Cape Town, or sent via email to 
ElectiveAssembly@ctdiocese.org.za 

Closing date for submissions is the 20th JUNE 2019. 

Please hold in your prayers the candidates for the office of bishop, and all delegates to the 
Elective Assembly. 

Yours in Christ’s service 

 
Richard Fuggle 
Chairman Advisory Committee 

23 April 2019 

     The Revd Shaun Cozett was 
licensed as a member of the 

   cathedral clergy at Evensong    
on 31st March 2019, by the 

Ven Donovan Meyer, 
Archdeacon of Groote Schuur. 

Photo credit: 
the Revd Canon Mark Andrews

The Ven Keith De Vos, was licensed on 
23rd April 2019 as the Vicar General of the 

Diocese of Cape Town by the 
Most Revd Thabo Makgoba at Bishopscourt. 

Building a resilient 
city – Churches and 

disasters
The Church responding to disaster
RESPOND is a coalition of Churches and Christian 
faith-based NGO’s responding to disasters. In 2008, 
Xenophobic events were rife in the Western Cape. 
This led Churches to deliberate discussions around 
greater co-operation during times of disaster. Be-
cause of these discussions, The RESPOND Coalition 
was birthed consisting of several Church and Chris-
tian Faith-based NGO’s. 

Lester Sedras, the RESPOND coalition catalyst ex-
plained, “We are a Supportive Coalition to the Dis-
aster Response Management Centre who holds the 
primary responsibility in terms of Disasters. It’s a col-
laborative approach which leverages the strengths of 
each organization, be it resources of time, skills, hu-
man and material.”

RESPOND co-ordinates allocations and reports on 
disaster events. It provides logistic and intellectual 
support, directs material donations, serves as a hub 
for both telephonic communications from general 
public as well as e-mail communications.

A recent workshop was held at the City of Cape 
Town’s Disaster Risk Management Centre in Good-
wood on the 30th March where the RESPOND team 
hosted 21 Lay Participants wanting to learn how to 
effectively respond to need in times of disaster. A 
participant, Deacon Merryl Preston of the Methodist 
Church commented after the workshop, “This was 
an informative session. We’ve been introduced to 
new thoughts and built relationships that we intend 
to use as we share thoughts around helping in Dis-
asters.”

The regional reach covers the City of Cape town 
which includes Atlantis area. The City of Cape Town 
is divided into 4 Disaster Zones (Central, East, South 
/West and North) which are all co-ordinated by a 
Disaster Area Manager. The workshop was aimed 
at establishing the RESPOND Zonal teams and In-
cident Co-ordinators per Zone along the same lines 
as that of the City to ensure that we are resilient 
enough within these zones to assist when smaller in-
cidents happen. The RESPOND coalition is growing 
as they’ve extended as far as Paarl this year. Further 
conversations have unlocked growth opportunities to 
be active in Jeffreys Bay as well as the Montagu, 
Robertson and Worcester (Langeberg Municipality) 
region soon.  

For those wanting to be involved and participate in 
RESPOND please contact respond@warehouse.org.
za and for those interested in donating please follow 
the link provided https://www.warehouse.org.za/do-
nate/ , please use ‘respond’ as your reference.

CONTACT: THE WAREHOUSE / 
Lynette Lambrechts 
lynette@warehouse.org,za and 021 761 1168
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“I will not be afraid, because the Lord is with me. People can’t do anything to me.” Galatians 4:7“You are God’s child, and God will give you the blessing  He promised, because you are his child.”

Mothering Sunday – Pontifical High Mass at 
St Michael’s Observatory

On Sunday, the 30th March 2019, Archbish-
op Thabo celebrated a Pontifical High Mass 
at St Michael and All Angels, the Anglican 
parish church in Observatory. 

Laetare Sunday, a festive exception to the 
usual austerity of Lent - hence the rose-col-
oured vestments - is traditionally celebrated 
as Mothering Sunday in the Anglican Com-
munion. 
 
Mothering Sunday originates from the yearly 
practice, dating back to medieval times, of 
people returning to worship at their ‘mother’ 
church, the church where they were baptised 
or the cathedral church that heads the dio-
cese. As this was often an occasion for fami-
lies to re-unite, it became an occasion for 
sons and daughters to honour their mothers 
with gifts.
 
Archbishop Thabo celebrated the Mass and 
was assisted by Fr Tony Hogg as Deacon of 
the Mass. His Grace preached on the Moth-
erhood of God, his mothering love for us all 
as the children of His creation. Just like the 
love of a mother for her child, God’s love will 
never fade. 

His Grace also referenced the worst natu-
ral disaster to hit Southern Africa in recent 
times, Cyclone Idai, and his intention to visit 
the dioceses of Lebombo and Niassa, in Mo-
zambique, part of the Southern Africa Angli-
can province, to help with the relief effort. 

He also asked the parishioners of St Mi-
chael’s to keep other countries, Malawi and 
Zimbabwe, part of the Central African Angli-
can province, in their prayers and has urged 
all to assist with the Province’s Disaster 

Relief Fund to help the families of the stricken 
and the displaced citizens of those countries.
 
His Grace, who fondly remembers his pre-
vious visitation to St Michael’s, under the 
rectorship of Father Richard Girdwood, ex-
pressed his appreciation for St Michael’s 
high church liturgy and rich musical tradi-
tion, a ritualistic splendour that brings the 
faithful closer to the Mystery of God and will 
always remind him of his formation years at 
St Mary’s Cathedral, in Johannesburg.
 
After the homily, His Grace blessed posies 
and distributed them to parishioners to give 
as gifts to mothers. 
 
After Mass, parishioners joined His Grace to 
share in a delicious helping of Simnel cake, 
a tradition signifying Laetare Sunday’s re-
laxation of the forty day fast and families’ 
gift of food to each other during the regular 
famines of medieval times. 

The parish of St Michael’s gives thanks 

to the Archbishop, Fr Tony, the lay minis-
ters, the servers, the choirmaster, the choir, 
churchwardens and all volunteers for making 
the visit a great success.
 
As the late Dean Ted King wrote, “The casual 
visitor to St Michael’s is left in no doubt as 
to what is central in this lovely church. It is 
the worship of God. The spire points its fin-
ger to heaven, its raison d’etre is that God 
is praised. But here, too, over the years, the 
sorrowful have found solace, and the sinner 
found peace and new life, and the enquirer, 
faith.”

- Shaun Moffitt
- Photographers: Aidan Augustyn, 
Deon Irish OSC and Rouxlé Moffitt
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Philippians 4:19 “In Christ, I know God will provide me with everything I need.

The Diocese of Niassa, in 
northern Mozambique, is 
one of the most remote 
in the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa. Following a 

visit to the relatively well-publicised cyclone-
devastated area around Beira in the Diocese 
of Lebombo early in April, Archbishop Thabo 
Makgoba resolved at short notice to travel to 
less-publicised areas further north. There he 
found communities at risk of being forgotten. 
This month’s Ad Laos comprises edited ex-
cerpts from his daily blog. For the full story of 
his visits to both Lebombo and Niassa, go on-
line to: https://archbishop.anglicanchurchsa.
org/

DAY ONE: Upon arriving in Quelimane, 
which is in Zambezia Province, Bishop Vi-
cente Msosa and the faithful are waiting as 
always to welcome us. We go straight to the 
office of the Governor of Zambezia whose 
team briefs us. They need seed, food, medi-
cation, shelter and whatever support they 
can find, especially in areas which are still 
inaccessible. 

We go for a meal and connect with Bishop 
Vicente‘s team. He is well organized on the 
ground, with Vida (“Life”) teams, supported 
by other NGOs and ecumenical partners who 
are handling information, distribution and 
support. The teams were formed a long time 
ago to deal with malaria, HIV/AIDS and other 
community work. Now they are using their 
community engagement skills to intervene 
during this climate and humanitarian disas-
ter.

Bishop Vicente left home on Monday to get 
here, driving 1200km one way and will drive 
another 1200km in order to lead a Palm 
Sunday service. He is the youngest bishop 
in our Province. He did not need this climate 
change-induced disaster over and above the 
usual challenges of his huge rural and poor 
diocese. Compared to when I last saw him, 
he looks exhausted but he still manages to 
smile.

DAY TWO: After breakfast and Morning 
Prayer – and reading Jeremiah 28:17ff – at 
our Quelimane guest house, I return to my 
room to catch up and study the diocese’s 
disaster intervention plan. Our departure to 
a district 30 km away is delayed because of 
past conflict in the area, which means we 
need special permission to travel from the 
Governor.

It’s raining again today and the camps are 
wet. Indeed more tents are needed, since 
some families are squashed together in one 
big tent. Drinking water is being piped to 
tanks in these camps and a less than ad-
equate sanitation area has been set aside. 
People are traumatised – not only have they 
lost all, but relocating to new sites allocated 
by the government also means losing their 

connection with their dead, who are buried in 
low-lying areas.

We then travel to Morrumbala district. It is 
raining persistently now and the road be-
comes a shallow river. At Morrumbala we are 
welcomed by clergy and Vida groups, who 
are calm and impressive in their interven-
tions. All are relatively young, and left their 
families some time ago to assist in this area. 
What is needed now is seed, food, plastic to 
cover the thatch of makeshift shelters, and 
mosquito nets, since this district is full of ma-
laria. We will buy bags of supplies tomorrow.

Bishop Vicente is worried about the districts 
around Maganja da Costa and Chinde, which 
are on the coast. They are not accessible and 
he fears that since they are out of sight, they 
will be forgotten. At the end of a long day, we 
have dinner and pray for strength, for good 
weather and tomorrow’s program. We retire 
in Morrumbala at a bed-and-breakfast. I use 
a lot of Tabard to discourage mosquitoes be-
cause I find the net claustrophobic.

DAY THREE: At 6:40 am Bishop Vicente 
gathers eight of his clerics and church war-
dens to join us for Morning Prayer. We are 
later joined by two cathecists, and afterwards 
pay a courtesy call on the district governor, as 
has become the norm.

Then we drive to the marketplace to buy seed 
and rice, as we did last week in Sofala Prov-
ince when I visited the Diocese of Lebombo. 
As in Sofala, I learnt that solidarity has to be 
accompanied with food. The marketplace is 
busy and when the vendor realizes we are 
buying in bulk and for what cause, he gives 
us a good discount.
The last 50 km of the 275 km of the drive 
to Morrumbala can’t be called a road. Mor-
rumbala is far from the convenience of NGOs 
and proves the notion that the Church is vis-
ible where no one else dares to be present. 
No one here has received the attenion given 
to districts which have received outside as-

sistance from the NGOs – neither tents, food 
nor medication has been provided. Those 
displaced have built small huts with sticks 
and straw. “Comida” (food) is all they want, 
one says, “we are displaced and live here like 
wild animals with absolutely nothing.”
Though this area is very isolated and has 
been struck by Cyclone Idai, coming from 
Makgoba’s Kloof and Cape Town I could not 
miss being struck by the topography and 
beauty. We are in the forest, amid thick, lush 
bush, ravines, hills and mountains – a rarity 
in the bulk of Mozambique so far.

We make our first stop at Aqua Kente, which 
has hot sulfur springs at the foot of Maram-
ba Mountain. We are met by the local ruler, 
Queen Rosa Mamwenda, who is a delight 
and loved by her people. It was refreshing for 
me that there is at least one reigning queen 
among all the male chiefs that we have met 
at each village so far.

We engage her and her subjects, listen to 
their story, share encouragement from Scrip-
ture and share seeds and rice with the vil-
lage committee and the queen to distribute 
according to their system. We visit two more 
villages, Megaza and another. The key feature 
everywhere is that we are welcomed – and 
bid farewell – warmly in song and dance. 
Even in pain and total loss, the gift that they 
have not lost, nor are prepared to lose, is 
their song, dance and their hope.

Another disturbing, and very sensitive, matter 
is the number of young children who have 
their own children. Everywhere, there are 
countless children. I didn’t see a school or 
similar centre in Morrumbala. It is clear that 
the cyclone is rewriting the history of these 
people of God – all of a sudden sparse rural 
villages are becoming concentrated town-
ships because of relocation. These agrarian 
communities will soon lose their identity, the 
safety of village life and who knows, their 
rivers may be exploited to supply others so 
they end up short of water in these upland 
settlements. I wish we could at least build a 
primary school in  Morrumbala.

Back in Quelimane, we prepare to say good-
bye, but also to take the longings and prayers 
of God‘s people to God as I say Compline 
and the Examen, examining my conscience. 
When grafted into the situations such as 
those I have experienced in these days, I re-
alise there is much I can de-clutter and so 
live more simply.

Parish and individual donations can be sent 
to the Standard Bank, Thibault Square, 
branch code 02 09 09, account number 
07 007 8394, account name: 
Disaster Relief Fund

God bless each one of you this Easter.
+ Thabo Cape Town

To the Laos - to the people of God

Archbishop Thabo and Bishop Vicente 
handing out much needed aid. 
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Isaiah 26:3“You will keep in perfect peace all who trusted in you, all whose thoughts are fixed on you!”

Church in creation at Intaka Island
Church in creation is a monthly 
time to spend with God in nature. 
In our busy lives, to take an hour 
or two out and ‘be still and know 
that I am God”. It takes the form 
of a mini-retreat with a gentle 
walk and some led meditations.

This month’s church in Creation 
took place at Intaka Island which 
is a hidden jem of Cape Town, 
behind Century City. Although 
it is 21 years old, many people 
don’t know it exists or have never 
been there.

Intaka Island started life as a 
degraded wetlands area known 
as Sewe Pannetjies.  When Cen-
tury City was developed, a 16ha 
portion of the 250ha site was 
retained as a wetlands nature 
reserve which became known as 
Intaka Island (bird Island).

It  was transformed into a man-

made wetland which acts as a 
natural purification system for 
the water in Century City’s 8km 
of canals.

“It also shows how science and 
continuous learning has enabled 
unexpected challenges to be re-
solved and how a degraded vlei 
that was seen as an impediment 
for development has led to water 
becoming a signature feature of 
Century City.”

Home to over 120 species of 
birds, Intaka Island is a must 
for any bird watcher! Although 
a lot of activity can be spotted 
throughout the island, two desig-
nated bird hides have been con-
structed at key areas to maximise 
your enjoyment and chances of 
spotting the more elusive birds 
or the notoriously camera shy 
water-mongoose!

There is an education centre and 
you can also take a boat trip 
around the Island. Next month’s 
Church in Creation will be on the  
25th May  2019 on the Lies-
beek River at 09h00. Contact 

rmash@mweb.co.za for more 
information. 

Photographer:
Bernadette Crewe-Brown

Greetings from St Bartholomew’s Woodstock 
church hall where our Taizé preparation team 
is based since February 2018. We are mak-
ing progress with the preparation.

We have started a more practical phase of 
the work. Local churches are setting up their 
preparation committees and every even-
ing we have meetings in different churches. 
There will be 100 local churches (or clus-
ters of churches) involved in welcoming the 
participants from outside and preparing a 
morning program. Currently an accommoda-
tion campaign is launched. We need to find 
accommodation in families for up to 6 000 
participants coming from all over South Af-
rica, neighbouring countries and beyond. 
A host family is expected to offer a simple 
but warm welcome to minimum two young 
visitors for four nights, four breakfasts and a 
Sunday lunch. Each host congregation will 
have a morning prayer at 08h00 for the par-
ticipants, both visitors and locals on 26, 27 
and 28 September 2019 They will also put 

up a morning program on the theme ‘’visiting 
people of hope’’. In small groups, participants 
will visit and engage a conversation with 
committed Christians from the local com-
munity who live out their faith in their work 
place, family, social project or church ser-
vice. By noon all participants will be ferried 
by Golden Arrow buses to the central venue 
at Saint Joseph Marist college, Rondebosh. 
They will get lunch, dinner, noon and even-
ing prayer; afternoon workshops; forums and 
panel discussions on different themes.

We invite all families wishing to show their 
support to young adults and willing to offer 
simple hospitality to take that step in trust, 
fill in the accommodation offer registration 
and bring it back to their parish office as soon 
as possible. The local accommodation coor-
dinator will keep them updated with the up-
coming information meeting at their church.

We invite all youth between 18 and 35 wish-
ing to deepen their relationship with Christ 
and experience Church as the international, 
multicultural, multi denominational body of 
Christ to sign up for the meeting and register 
at their local church before 21 July 2019.

The work of local preparation teams: We ask 
each host church to constitute a preparation 
team to lead practical preparations for the 
September pilgrimage of trust. This group, 
which can include both adults and young 

people, should meet monthly in the autumn, 
and then fortnightly in the winter as the gath-
ering approaches. Someone from the Taizé 
coordination team will try to be present at 
your meetings.

In some areas one single church congregation 
may constitute a host church. In others, as 
preparations progress, several churches will 
work together as a cluster, and the prepara-
tion team will expand to include members 
from various congregations. Information and 
resource documents for local host churches 
are in this section of the Taizé website: htt-
ps://www.taize.fr/en_rubrique3316.html
Timeline: 
- March-April: 1st meetings of local prepara-
tion teams and launch of appeal for accom-
modation has taken place.
- May-June: continuing team meetings and 
contact with the Taizé coordination team.
- July-August: a meeting for all the local 
people who are offering to accommodate the 
youth.
- On Saturday 17 August and Saturday 14 
September: representatives of preparation 
teams from across the city gather for final 
information sessions (venue in central Cape 
Town to be anounced).
- In mid-September, a local “rehearsal” of the 
arrival day so that each person knows what 
he/she will be doing.

-brother Luc : luc@taize.fr  
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We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website: www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this 
paper or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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Ephesians 4:24 “Put on the new self, which in likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.”

Youth breaking barriers in Manenberg
On Sunday 7 April 2019, the youth group of 
the Church of the Reconciliation Manenberg 
joined their counter parts of the Verenigde 
Gereformeerde Kerk (VGK) Manenberg, for a 
youth service held during their Sunday ser-
vice.

The young people from Church of the Recon-
ciliation walked down Manenberg Avenue to 
join their new friends at their church. They 
even rendered a song which was enjoyed 
by the congregation. The service was bless-
ed and the youth from the English church 
could fully emerse themselves in the reading, 
speaking and singing of Afrikaans. 

The ‘Dominies’ word centred around Stephen 
and how as young people, we must always 
just be ready to take the bold step forward 
to be leaders in the church and to assist the 
church with its great commission. It was in-
deed an inspiring sermon and it left the group 
from ‘Reconciliation’ feeling quite motivated 
and eager to proceed in their mission. 

The young people committed to work closely 
with the VGK youth group and to see, how 
this ecumenical venture can be spread to 

other churches in the Manenberg area. The 
youth group of ‘Reconciliation’ are eager 
with this new partnership and can’t wait 
to visit our Methodist and Catholic friends. 
This however, will take place after Easter.The 

group is excited at the prospects of breaking 
down these  barriers and are looking forward 
to more ecumenical ventures in the future. 
- Remano Morgan

“Step up women of God and be counted”
The AWF new theme was unveiled at the 
Provincial Meeting in October 2018 in East 
London. “STEP UP WOMEN OF GOD AND 
BE COUNTED” inspires us as women to 
make a difference in our homes and instill 
moral values in our children. In your commu-
nity become a mentor at youth centres, offer 
help to the lonely and vulnerable or volunteer 
at pastoral centres, identify the needs and re-
spond with God’s tender heart.

In the Bible in Ruth‘s story, only one man 
was willing to be her guardian-redeemer. For 
God’s people, only Jesus Christ was willing 
and able to redeem us. God sent His Son to 
the Cross as our Redeemer and motivates us 
to choose His costly way of faithful love and 
obedience. 
-How have life’s circumstances devastated 

people in your church or community?

-Have you resisted helping /giving to the poor 
because they are not your problem?
Women of God, if His love has changed your 
life, prayerfully ask Him to help you lavish 
His loving kindness on others. 

Oldest AWF member has died
Aunty Annie Adonis (age 111) was called 
home on 1 February 2019. A Requiem Mass 
was held at St George’s Silverton on 9 Febru-
ary 2019.

Aunty Annie was a founder member of the 
AWF branch at the parish and selflessly 
served her community. May her soul rest in 
peace.
AWF Diocese of Cape Town
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