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Clergy School 2019
“Exploring the five marks of Mission”
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Pilgrimage of Trust
Our Clergy school took place from 8th-10th Octo-
ber 2019 at Houw Hoek. The ambiance of the con-
ference centre is one of peace and tranquillity with 
exquisite mountainous views. There was an excite-
ment in the air as clergy arrived to register, settle into 
their rooms, and connect with one another, especially 
those we don’t often see. The relaxed mode in which 
we arrived was the setting for a happy time together 
outside the daily schedule of our priestly rhythms.  
 
Our meals together were an opportunity to catch-up with 
each other and there was openness and freedom to ex-
press oneself. We didn’t feel rushed and although we 
had a full program, it was paced and we still kept to our 
time schedules. Our daily worship was joyful and the 
liturgy was well considered. There was genuine respect 
for our individual gifts and ministries. We celebrated the 
liturgy of the Eucharist and Evening Prayers together and 
our Morning Prayers were shared in our rooms. We were 
warmly welcomed by the Vicar General, the Ven Keith 
de Vos. It was heart-warming to have Archbishop Thabo 
Makgoba join us for the duration of our time together.  
 
Our sessions were simple yet powerful. It could be said 
that we felt renewed, refreshed and resourced effectively 
for our local communities and places where we serve. 
Our first session was a discussion on Mission and 
Social Media, especially the pros and cons of the as-
pect of social media in a modern church. This ses-
sion was led by John Allen, Media Specialist.  
Clergy Wellness through the insight of Fr Peter-John 
Pearson on Hagar was well crafted and deeply thought-
provoking. His love of butterflies and the passion in 

which he shared about butterflies and wasps, produced 
great insights, that God’s Word can wow us all the time.  
Being Missional beyond Church Walls by Professor Hen-
ry Mbaya covered in detail mission and ecumenism as 
well as culture. How well are people living their faith 
through discipleship? The Revd Keith Griffiths shared 
on matters pertaining to the use of Holy oils. Archbish-
op Thabo spoke on Spirituality with a special focus on 
his Ignatian 30 day retreat. His talk suggested that it 
would be beneficial to come away and though it’s not 
always possible, to have the opportunity to find 30 
days straight, we should find an opportunity to expe-
rience retreats of this kind. Drawing from his own ex-
periences and vulnerabilities, he made it all the more 
compelling for us to experience a retreat to this extent.    
 
As a chaplain, I felt energized to be circled among my 
fellow brothers and sisters who serve as chaplains. 
Our ministry is multi-faceted which is present in hos-
pitals; tertiary education, schools and seafarers. We 
shared our unique ministry and prayed for one another. 
 
As is custom and in his own unique flair, Dean Michael 
Weeder thanked all involved in arranging and making 
this event successful. We ended our stay with a Eucha-
rist of which Archbishop Thabo was celebrant and 
preacher. We then spent time together having lunch and 
then greeted one another with the very same enthusiasm 
when we arrived.  What was evident of our time together 
is that we were one body as clergy, sharing our chal-
lenges; joys; frustrations; our pain and our victorious. 
 
- the Revd Ashley Petersen
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CLASSIFIEDS EDITORIAL
 

The homeless have a story to tell, each and every one 
of them. Do we have the right to question why they 

wound up on the street? Was it bad luck, bad 
management of their finances, a broken marriage, 

an illness, alcohol or drug abuse? All of the above? I 
believe we have no right to ask and that their story 

might be the last shred of dignity they have. They don’t 
need to tell us what happened in order to earn what 
we give them - whether its food, clothes, a blanket or 

temporary shelter.  
 

No matter how comfortable we are in life, whatever 
our situation or rank appears to be, however safe we 

want to believe ourselves, we aren’t. We are right there 
in the front row of life’s storms, whoever we are, and 

whatever we have.  
 

We all matter and caring for one another is the core of 
humanity through heart, soul and spirit. 

Love and Light, Rebecca
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Thessalonians 3:8 “In Christ, I am standing firm.”
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       EVENTS AND NOTICES

Archbishop’s 
Education 

Endowment Fund for 
Theological 
Education

Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the fu-
ture of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 
donation.

 
A sum of 

R1 483 201.67
has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

MORNING MARKET:  at St Paul’s, Ron-
debosch on Saturday 30th November 2019 
from 08h30. Come and join us - lots of fun 
for young and old. Different stalls: boerewors,  
curry & roti, books, sit down breakfast, white 
elephant, fruit & veg, cakes & desserts, kid-
dies’ corner with a jumping castle and face 
painting, Christmas gifts and Christmas 
cakes, plants and much more. For more 
information please contact Enid Taylor @ 
0832877876 or Zerick bailey @ 
082 8213106.

PARISH SECRETARY VACANCY: at 
St John’s Crawford, starting date January 

2020. Submit your CV to Fr Alexander Ernest 
at ahernest@telkomsa.net by 30 November 
2019.

ADVISORY BOARD FOR THEOLOGICAL 
EDUCATION AND TRAINING FOR 
MINISTRIES
The Rt Revd Eddie Daniels, the Liaison 
Bishop for Theological Education in ACSA 
extends an invitation to the Training for Min-
istries Conference to be held from Tuesday 26 
November (16:00) to Friday 28 November 
(10:00) 2019 at the College of the Transfigu-
ration in Makhanda (Grahamstown)
Who should attend?
1. The Bishops of ACSA,
2. Deans of Studies in the Dioceses of ACSA 

3. Anyone involved in theological training and 
formation (formal and informal)
Here is the link to register
https://forms.gle/jtzKVyozmXK3Jgyh9

VALENTINE’S DANCE: St Mark’s the Evan-
gelist, Athlone, will be hosting a Valentine’s 
Day dance on 14th February 2020 at the Wit-
tebome Civic Centre, Wynberg. The theme of 
the evening is Love is in the air. Cheese and 
Wine will be served from 19h00 - 20h00 
and the dance commences at 20h00-00h45 
and the band in attendance will be Sweet 
Sounds. Bring your own platters and xyz. For 
more information, contact Lorraine McKinnon 
@ 084 760 1488 or the Office @ 
021 697 1357. 

DIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN GUILD OF 
THE 

SERVANTS OF THE SANCTUARY (GSS) 
CENTENARY MUG

The GSS is selling these mugs at R60 each in a box. It 
has the centenary logo on the front and the Servers Guild 
prayer at the back. For orders or queries, they may email 

Khile on knabelse@gmail.com.

Good Hope deadlines 2019

December: 
Collection at Diocesan office from 
Friday 22nd - Friday 29th November

Christmas / January 2020:
Deadline:
Collection at Diocesan office from 
Friday 13th - Friday 19th December
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2 Corinthians 5:17“In Christ, I am being transformed into a new person.”

Dear Sisters and Brothers 
Catholic Monk of the Or-
der of Cistercians of the 
Strict Observance, Thom-
as Keating, died on 25 

December 2018 at the age of 95.  Keating 
was a great spiritual teacher who became 
famous for being one of the leading develop-
ers of Centering Prayer.  This contemporary 
method of contemplative prayer has “gone 
viral” and has been a source of tremendous 
spiritual blessing to those who participate 
in it.  In one of his last interviews, before 
he died, he related how he often spent be-
tween four and five hours seated in contem-
plation.  The rest of the time he said, he 
tried to live in the presence of “Presence.”  
He stressed how important sitting down in 
silent contemplation is and said: “when 
you sit down the Holy Spirit has got you.” 
 
I was reminded of Keating’s statement when 
Archbishop Thabo related how enthralled he 
was by yet another inspirational service held 
in St George’s Cathedral on Sunday afternoon 
6 October.  This time it was the Patronal Cen-
tenary Celebration Eucharist of the Guild of 
the Servants of the Sanctuary Chapter of St 
Francis of Assisi (GSS).  The Cathedral was 
once again packed to capacity with robed al-
tar servers and other attendees. During the 
service, while sitting down one young altar 
server fell fast asleep. In observing this the 
Archbishop saw in that young soul resting in 
the Lord’s house a parable. We are reminded 
how much behind the scenes hard work and 
effort goes into preparing for such a splen-
did occasion. Well done and congratulations 
to the GSS leadership. We see evidence that 
the Holy Spirit is at work in our diocese. 
 
The international Taize Pilgrimage of Trust 
held in Rondebosch has come and gone.  

Many of us will know all the hard work and 
planning that went into preparing for this 
event from the moment the Taize Brothers 
arrived on our shores. All reports point to 
the blessing it has been for attendees, host 
families, host parishes and volunteers.  Arch-
bishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu surprised 
and thrilled everyone when he waved to 
the crowd as he was passing through after 
a visit to the Archbishop of York, John Sen-
tamu and Mrs Sentamu who also attended 
the Taize pilgrimage. It was clear that the 
Arch was just as excited to see so many 
young people gathered for prayer, silence, 
song, meditation, and spiritual teaching. At 
88 years old he is still revered as a world-
renowned spiritual leader.  We wish him 
and Mama Leah God’s continued blessings 
as they celebrate their respective birthdays 
and reassure them of our love and prayers. 
 
The clergy of the Diocese of Cape Town re-
cently attended a three-day clergy school.  
Canons Mark Long, Mark Andrews, and Je-

rome Francis were responsible for drafting 
the program which covered diverse topics 
of import for continued learning and growth.   
Media Specialist, John Allen explained the 
Importance of Social Media and its careful 
use. Vicar General of the Catholic Diocese, 
Fr Peter-John Pearson covered the topic of 
Clergy Wellness using the Genesis 16 story 
of Hagar as a reference. Anglican priest, 
Professor Henry Mbaye gave us a high-level 
academic paper on Being Missional beyond 
Church Walls. What he presented was mate-
rial that requires an in-depth study. The Revd 
Keith Griffiths introduced a discussion on the 
Use of Holy Oils. Traditionally, Chrism oil is 
used by bishops and oil for anointing the sick 
is used by clergy and laity.  A third oil for the 
catechumenate is not much spoken about. 
Clergy called for greater theological clarity 
and guidance from the Synod of Bishops in 
order to better understand how holy oils can 
best be used to build up the congregation.   
Archbishop Thabo concluded with a talk 
on Spirituality. As clergy, spiritual health is 
crucial to our well-being and effective minis-
try. Deep spirituality is the well-spring from 
which we draw and out of which our min-
istry to the people of God flows. We were 
reminded of the Benedictine rule of glorify-
ing God in everything, the Franciscan prac-
tice of contemplation and action, and the 
Ignatian rule of finding God in everything.  
  
Let us encourage each other as clergy and la-
ity to deepen our prayer life, make use of qui-
et days, weekend retreats, annual retreats, 
and extended retreats as we seek to become 
incarnational Christians embodying the non-
violent Jesus Christ of history and our faith.                             
                         
Grace and Peace
Ven Keith de Vos

From the Vicar General’s Desk

Church of the 
Holy Spirit, 

Heideveld gets 
new rector 

The Revd Zwelibanzi Antoni was 
instituted as the 10th rector of Church 

of the Holy Spirit, Heideveld on 5th 
October 2019 by the Vicar General, the 

Ven Keith de Vos.
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Philippians 1:6  “God began doing a good work in you, and I am sure He will continue it until it is finished.”
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Cape Town Taize 2019 Pilgrimage of Trust

“Amazing!” “Very refreshing!”  “You just want 
to be there at the Prayer...in that moment of 
silence.”  “The Music...It  is so beautiful!” 
Young adults who came from Klerksdorp, 
Polokwane, Swaziland, Mauritius and beyond 
to participate in the Taizé Community’s Pil-
grimage of Trust on Earth - Cape Town, 25-
29 Sept. delighted in the atmosphere of the 
common prayer and sharing where nearly two 
thousand gathered from 17 African countries, 
14 European countries, the USA and the is-
lands of Madagascar and Mauritius. The gath-
ering, “Let Us Not Forget Hospitality,”  held at 
St. Joseph Marist College, Rondebosch was 
the culmination of eighteen-month of visits 
by brothers of the Ecumenical Community of 
Taizé,  France to local Cape Town communi-
ties of Anglicans, Catholics, Lutheran, Meth-
odist and other denominations to encourage 
youth participation in the Cape Town meeting.  
 
This was not the first visit of brothers of Taizé 
to the Cape, however. In 1978, during the 
repressive period of apartheid laws, Brother 
Roger founder of the community of Taizé 
visited Crossroads to show solidarity with 
the victims suffering from South Africa’s op-
pressive policies.  He asked a woman if he 
could make the sign of the Cross in her hand 
and encouraged each one to express in this 
silent gesture their sharing in the sufferings 
of Christ. Br. Roger returned to South Africa 
in 1995 to celebrate with the youth South 
Africa’s peaceful transition to a non-racial, 
non-sexist democratic dispensation.  This 
time the meeting was held at the Standard 
Bank Arena in Johannesburg at the invitation 
of church leaders from mainstream and local 
churches.  As he welcomed all to this 2019 
Cape Town Pilgrimage of Trust, Brother Alois, 
who succeeded Br. Roger as the Communi-

ty’s prior in 2005, urged all the participants:  
“Let us allow the Word of Christ to resonate 
on our hearts:  Blessed are the peacemakers!”   
 
On Friday, September 27,  Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu, Emeritus of Cape Town came 
to wish the participants his blessing. In the 
1970s the Archbishop arranged, with the 
help of Taizé to bring 144 young people to 
the Taizé Community.  Taking his inspiration 
from the Book of Revelation, the Archbishop 
brought “members of every tribe, tongue and 
people and nation” within South Africa to show 
the unity of God’s children, despite Govern-
ment policies of separate development. After 
flights and long bus journeys, weary travelers 
arrived at the meeting venue from all parts of 
southern Africa, Europe, and even the USA.  
They came to the “Tent Chapel” for the meet-
ing and found themselves in a place of calm-
ness, prayer, and song with the brothers of 
Taizé. Pilgrims from Botswana were happily 
surprised at “the freedom of the young peo-
ple to express themselves.”  A teacher from 
Mpumalanga said, “It is so nice!  There are 
so many people in one place. It’s amazing.” A 
young priest said, “Even though we are from 
different backgrounds, we’re able to share.  
We can approach anyone without fear.”   
 
The Generous Hospitality of Local Parishes 
Local parishes and families offered accom-
modation to young people.  Participants ex-
pressed their gratitude for the welcome and 
thoughtfulness of their hosts:  Thabiso from 
Soweto was very touched at the graciousness 
of his hosts, an elderly couple who welcomed 
them.  The wife was blind, he said, “And she 
trusted us to come into her house without 
seeing us.”  One young girl  from Kenya said, 
“The host family really gave of themselves.” 

A Pilgrim from Mauritius: Ludovic, a pil-
grim who arrived from Mauritius quickly 
saw some similarities between life in South 
Africa and Mauritius.  They are both like a 
paradise with their lovely beaches.  There are 
different cultures living together.  In Mauri-
tius, the majority of the people are Hindus, 
Christians, Muslims, Ba’hai, and Jewish.  
He is especially touched by the Word of 
God as it affirms Christianity.  Ludovic has” 
been organizing events in the Diocese and 
though the group has been small, they are 
progressing,” he said. What was really won-
derful for Ludovic?  “I’ll always remember 
the smile of (Rev) Wilma, still smiling and 
giving a warm welcome, even at midnight!”   
 
Program for the Morning: The programme 
for the days included breakfast at the host 
family and meeting for an 08h00. Morn-
ing Prayer held in the parish church.  This 
was followed by visits and meetings with 
“people of hope” locally.  Afterward, small 
groups continued with the question, “How 
can I help others to grow in confidence?...
in trusting others?...in trusting God? Around 
11h00, the pilgrims departed from the host 
churches to St. Joseph’s where they could 
pick up their meals and then practice songs 
for the Common Prayer at 13h00. During 
the afternoons there were workshops explor-
ing such themes as “Listening to God in the 
silence of our hearts,” Jesus Christ’s invita-
tion to “come to him and find rest in him”; 
African cultures celebrate trust and reconcili-
ation at a forum with contributions from vari-
ous countries and regions—song and dance.   

Photos: Rudger Stapelkamp   
                                 continues on page 8
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1 Corinthians 1:30“In Christ, I have access to God’s wisdom and direction.”

This ministry started way before 1981. In April 1975 I had a life-
changing encounter with the Holy Spirit which changed my destiny 
forever. In 1976 the country was burning and I was burning with the 
fire of God to transform the world. I left home to be part of a ministry 
team called Nomads. I remember my family standing at our family 
home waving Goodbye. My mother - crying crocodile tears – not know-
ing if I would see her again. It was indeed the last time that I saw her.  
I am thankful to my family who loved me and supported me through 
the stormy and challenging days of growing up and decision-making. 
They know more about those crazy days and often recount them with 
glee, but also kept my feet on the ground as I reached for the stars.  
Thank you to my good friend Cameron Martin – in the UK – who 
ventured out with me, traveling around the country with Nomad 
youth ministry. We had great fun together but also experienced some 
very frightening moments. It was during this year that one of our 
Nomads, Phakamile Mabija, died while in detention. It was during 
this period that I needed to test my vocation to the ordained ministry.  
 
After a stint at Bishop’s court – doing a host of duties from sac-
ristan to maintenance to office assistant and chauffeur to Arch-
bishop Bill Burnett, I moved to Grahamstown to commenced 
my theological studies at St Paul’s. at the end of my second 
year, I married Arlene in December 1980. I was ordained Dea-
con in December 1981 and priest in 1982. We have two chil-
dren – Philip and Sian – and now also a grand-child, Rachel.  
 
After completing two curacies I was appointed as Associate Rector 
of St John’s Church, Wynberg. Thank you to St John’s parish, where 
I had an extended stay because of the many vacancies in the par-
ish – 11 years. There we made many memories. In the pulpit of 
St John’s are the words from John’s Gospel, “Sir, we would see Je-
sus.” I was happy to comply in making Jesus known to all. Many 
will remember my series there: Major Lessons from Minor Prophets. 
 
There I celebrated my first big memorable birthday, Welcome 
to the roaring forties. I always thought that no one could out-
do that celebration – until I walked into my birthday and Fare-
well celebration on the Saturday before the Farewell service.  
 
After a sabbatical and a sense that the Lord had something new in 
store for me, Arlene and I were invited by Bishop Philip Le Feuvre 
to consider the vacancy at Christ Church, Polokwane (formerly Pi-
etersburg), in the Diocese of St Mark the Evangelist, Limpopo. Con-
sidering the challenge, we thought that we would stay there for only 
4 or 5 years but we stayed there for 9 years. Thanks to ecumeni-
cal leaders such as Cornè Van Niekerk, we experienced too many 
memories to recount – from starting a fraternal in Pietersburg to being 

archdeacon of the far north; visiting places such as Louis Trichardt, 
Musina, Venda, Thoyondou, Giyani; to name a few. Here I met some 
very enthusiastic people who would do anything at the drop of a hat. 
One of the first things was the need for much prayer – where people 
could come and pray every day – morning and evening office. Soon a 
prayer for was created for such a purpose. We prayed regularly for the 
church, the diocese, and the province. We saw great outreach events 
– such as the united prayer day and the Millennial celebrations!  
 
We returned to Cape Town in 2004, where I served as the Associate 
Rector of St Luke’s, Diep River. Thanks to St Luke’s who had me for 
a short four years. We had such fun in the short time wrestling with 
such things as refurbishing buildings to appointing a youth pastor.  
In the middle of 2008 bishop, Garth called Arlene and I to see 
him. After about a two-hour chat he informed us that he wanted 
us to go to St Martin’s. We accepted the request to relocated and 
started our ministry on 1 September 2008. We could spend many 
hours talking about the ministry there. By the first Vestry meeting, 
I appointed portfolios for each Parish council member. Each port-
folio holder would either encourage and nurture the ministries and 
leadership under that portfolio or expand and develop that ministry.  
 
One of the first things I did was to prayer-walk the circum-
ference of the church. I noticed lots of overgrowth. The 
place was hidden. I took out a spade and cleared the walk-
way and I trimmed the trees. The Spirit said to me, It’s not only 
about the building. There are hidden people and potential.  
 
In 1995 I met Nicky Gumbel and was introduced to the Alpha course. 
I used this evangelistic tool to empower many Christ-followers for 
ministry and to raise up leaders for different positions of leadership.  
Thank you to all those who have come out of the shadows and 
have grown into incredible leaders who are making a differ-
ence wherever they find themselves. A huge thank you to all 
those who have served on the parish council and on the execu-
tive. You have been shown such love, support, and excellence.  
 
In conclusion, today a song rings in my ears that I was taught many 
years ago by our music teacher, Mr Thomas, and didn’t realize what 
an impact it would have throughout my life: 

 
If I can help somebody, as I pass along 

If I can cheer somebody, with a word or song 
If I can show somebody, that he’s traveling wrong 

Then my living shall not be in vain. 
 
- the Revd Allan Smith / Photos: Philip Smith

Ending well ... the Revd Allan Smith retires
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2 Peter 1:3-4 “In Christ, I have inherited God’s promises.”

To the beloved People of God, 
Grace and peace to you!

 
The Synod of Bishops met in Kopanong, 
Benoni, from Monday 23 to Tuesday 24 Sep-
tember 2019. The Synod was preceded by 
the meeting of the Electoral College for the 
Diocese of Mzimvubu, where the Rt Revd Tsi-
etsi Seleoane, currently Suffragan Bishop of 
Natal, was elected as Bishop of Mzimvubu. 
 
Synod began with the celebration of the 
Eucharist, where we heard a refreshing hom-
ily from the Rt Revd Steve Moreo, Bishop of 
Johannesburg, on the passage in the book of 
Ezra about the return of Israel. Ezra’s min-
istry, to help a people returning to rebuild, 
renew and reform their social, religious and 
physical lives, resonated well with the com-
mitment of ACSA – expressed in the theme 
of Provincial Synod – to review, renew and 
restore with a view to reconnecting our faith 
to our daily lives. The Archbishop welcomed 
the Bishop of Port Elizabeth, the Rt Revd Ed-
die Daniels, and Bishop-elect Luke Pretorius 
of the Diocese of St Mark the Evangelist, 
who were attending Synod for the first time. 
Also in attendance were two Vicars-General, 
the Ven Keith de Vos from Cape Town and 
the Very Revd Tanki Mofana from Lesotho. 
 
Synod met against the backdrop of confusion 
in the South African political landscape, of 
fresh outbreaks of xenophobic attacks against 
fellow Africans from other nations and of re-
newed activism over the scourge of violence 
against women, children, and other vulnerable 
people. This situation is very disturbing and 
causes major concern, and we endorse our 
Archbishop’s appeal to the Church to join the 
civil society in mobilizing to end these evils. 
We urge girls in our Church to demand an 
end to the way in which too many boys and 
men in our society treat women. We urge 
boys to set an example to the rest of society 
by treating all, especially girls and women, 
with respect, dignity, and compassion. Let 

Anglican youth groups throughout our Prov-
ince become renowned for being safe spaces 
in which young women feel valued and young 
men are admired in their communities for their 
caring and respectful treatment of girls and 
women. We also urge people in our parishes 
to stand up for other vulnerable people such 
as migrants in South Africa. As disciples of 
Christ, we are bound to be sensitive to God’s 
people who happen to come from outside our 
borders. We condemn the violence meted out 
against them, we express our condolences to 
those who have lost members of their families 
and we share our prayers for the traumatized. 
 
We remind all of the words of Joshua: “Be 
strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; 
do not be discouraged, for the LORD your 
God will be with you wherever you go.” 
 
In our discussions on situations outside South 
Africa, our hearts were warmed as we heard 
the good news of the successful peace ini-
tiatives in Mozambique and prayed for that 
country as they prepare for elections. Bish-
ops shared the sadness and pain around the 
resignation of the Bishop of Natal, the Right 
Revd Dino Gabriel. The Bishops accepted 
his resignation and resolved to show their 
love, care and support for the Diocesan fam-
ily and for Bishop Dino and his family. The 
Bishops resolved that Pastoral Letters on the 
situation should be sent to the Diocese and 
to the Bishop. Further reflection ensued on 
the Diocese of Zululand, where the Rt Revd 
Monument Makhanya resigned last year. The 
Archbishop reported that he had asked the 
Archbishop of the Province of Central Africa 
to minister to Bishop Makhanya for three 
months. The Vicars-General of the Diocese 
retired Bishop Funginkosi Mbhele and Canon 
Hamilton Mbatha will continue their ministry 
of oversight and pastoral care in the Diocese.  
Synod discussed ways of ministering to the 
Rt Revd Adam Tasso, the Bishop of Lesotho, 
who has suffered an incapacitating stroke, 
and his family. In consultation with the Dio-

cese, it was agreed that he should go on re-
tirement with effect from 31 January 2020. 
We noted that no women clergy have recently 
been elected as bishops and agreed that there 
should be an intentional effort to investigate 
why this is the case. The Archbishop has 
established a commission to do this work. 
 
A report was presented by Lay Canon Ro-
salie Manning on ensuring a Safe & In-
clusive Church in which no one suffers 
the abuse of any kind. Professor Barney 
Pityana presented a preliminary report on 
the Archbishop’s Commission on the Col-
lege of the Transfiguration. We also heard 
a report on the Archbishop’s Commission 
on Human Sexuality. All three reports were 
scheduled to go before Provincial Synod. 
 
Synod also discussed the issue of clergy who 
are active card-carrying members of politi-
cal parties. It was agreed that the practice 
should not be encouraged as it has the po-
tential to polarise congregations. We also 
reflected on the way in which we could 
emphasize the importance of saving the 
environment by moving towards holding 
paperless synods. Bishops also expressed 
concern for the sustainability of HOPE Africa.  
 
The Bishops bade farewell to Bishop Oswald 
Swartz, Bishop of Kimberley and Kuruman 
as he goes on retirement. Bishop Ossie was 
thanked for his wonderful episcopal ministry 
in ACSA. We commend you to God’s love 
and keeping and ask you to remember us 
in prayer as we meet in Provincial Synod to 
discern God’s will as we grapple with some 
of the critical issues that face us as Church.
 
“To him who is able to keep you from stum-
bling and to present you before his glorious 
presence without fault and with great joy — 
to the only God our Saviour be glory, majesty, 
power, and authority, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord, before all ages, now and forever-
more! Amen.” — Jude 24-25

Synod of Bishops Communique September 2019
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Romans 8:37“In Christ, I am more than a conqueror.”

Rob Rogerson, ACSA’s Provincial Secretary/Treasurer 
has been admitted to the Order of Simon of Cyrene

The Order of Simon of Cyrene, the Church’s award for distinguished lay service was awarded 
to Rob Rogerson, the ACSA Provincial Secretary at Provincial Synod. The citation read in part:

“Rob is a ‘can do’ person, finding ways of paying bills, closing gaps, solving conundrums and 
above all helping people when resources are scarce and the obstacles appear insurmountable. 
He takes on the challenges of a multi-nation Province with its legal, tax and travel complexi-
ties, always seeing people and their Church transcending distance and bureaucracy.

As one close colleague put it, Rob has ‘been sent to dark places to shed light, ask the difficult 
questions, write the reports and stand up to the flak and scrutiny of it all’. That is not a recipe 
for popularity but his successful exercise of that ministry is a mark of continuing integrity, faith 
and devotion.”

This year’s session of Provincial Synod, sent its greetings 
to Archbishop Emeritus Desmond and Mrs Leah Tutu on 

their 88th and 86th birthdays respectively.

Soon after the synod, on Archbishop Desmond’s birthday, 
October 7, Archbishop Thabo Makgoba appeared at the 
Cape Town City Hall as part of the proceedings of the 

Desmond and Leah Tutu Legacy Foundation for its annual 
peace lecture.  

Archbishop Thabo responded to this year’s lecture, which 
dealt with corruption and was delivered by the 
Zimbabwean telecommunications billionaire, 

Strive Masiyiwa. He also led the audience in singing happy 
birthday to the Tutus. Mrs Tutu celebrated her birthday on 

October 14. 
Cape Town contingent at ACSA Synod 2019

Provincial Synod speaks on violence against women and children
Provincial Synod has singled out “belief in the 
dominance of men over women” as one of the 
causes of violence against women in society.

Proposing a resolution voicing “abhorrence” 
at violence against women and children, the 
Very Revd Andrew Hunter, Dean of Graham-
stown, said the culture of “toxic masculinity” 
in society “teaches boys that girls are there 
for their use and pleasure.”

The resolution passed by Synod said this 
belief is “an abuse of power and was never 
displayed by our Lord.”

Synod called on the men present “to exam-
ine their inherent belief and practices, and to 
change whenever and wherever they stand in 
opposition to Christ with respect to their be-
liefs and treatment of women and children.”

It also urged men “to speak clearly and bold-
ly” against male domination to other men 
in society and “to make active space for the 
voice of women to be heard”. It also sent its 
love, deepest sympathies and assurance of 

its heartfelt prayers for all impacted by sexual 
violence. The resolution was seconded by 
Bishop-Elect Luke Pretorius of the Diocese of 
St Mark the Evangelist.

The full text of the resolution read:
This Synod, noting
1. the current level of gender-based violence 
against women and children
2. the implied patriarchy and belief in the 
dominance of men over women
3. that such patriarchy for whatever reason; 
cultural, religious or implied is an abuse of 
power and was never displayed by our Lord.

Calls upon the men of this Synod – in the 
light of the example of Christ
1. to examine their inherent beliefs and prac-
tices, and to change whenever and wherever 
they stand in opposition to Christ with re-
spect to their beliefs and treatment of women 
and children
2. to speak clearly and boldly in their respec-
tive settings, and to conscientize other men 
to this truth of Christ in his respect and ac-
ceptance of women and children

3. to make active space for the voice of wom-
en to be heard as they share their experiences
4. to encourage men to speak and define 
their belief and practise with respect to their 
treatment of women and children
5. to make a stand in this Synod which dis-
plays their abhorrence of the current violence 
against women and children, and
6. sends its love, deepest sympathies and 
assurance of our heartfelt prayers for all im-
pacted by sexual violence.

We continue to pray for the perpetrators of 
these violent acts so that God can edify their 
hearts, their minds and their lives;

We need to examine our use of scripture and 
its application that has been harmful to wom-
en and children;

We should not be ashamed to ask for forgive-
ness.

For more Provincial Synod news, log in to 
www.anglicanchurchsa.org
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We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website: www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this 
paper or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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Isaiah 43:2 “I am assured of God’s presence in any and all situations.”

“We want climate justice now”

Anxious about their future on a hotter planet and angry at world leaders 
for failing to arrest the crisis, masses of young people poured into the 
streets on every continent on Friday the 20th of September for a day of 
global climate protests. Organizers estimated the turnout to be around 
four million in thousands of cities and towns worldwide. It was the first 
time that children and young people had demonstrated to demand cli-
mate action in so many places and in such numbers around the world. 
 
The #Fridaysforfuture movement was started by 15-year-old Gre-
tha Thunberg who started striking outside the Swedish parliament 
one year ago and has inspired a world wide movement. Archbish-
op Thabo was invited to address the estimated 2000 young people 
gathered at the climate strike outside Parliament. “Today I am proud 
to stand in solidarity with you... As a member of the older genera-
tion, I confess our failure to you. Since 1970, when I was 10 years 
old, humanity has wiped out 60% of mammals, birds, fish, and rep-
tiles, the web of life is unraveling. The first commandment that God 

gave to us as the human race in Genesis 2:15 was to “work the 
earth and look after it” God entrusted this beautiful planet, teem-
ing with life, into our hands. And we have failed. We are warming 
the planet – threatening those most vulnerable with floods, drought 
and sea-level rise. I visited Mozambique a few weeks ago and saw 
for myself the tears of families who had lost their homes and liveli-
hoods through massive flooding. The city of Beira will go down in 
history as the first major city to be completely devastated by Cli-
mate Change. The warming seas supercharged the Cyclone and 
dumped enormous quantities of rain in a few short days, creating an 
inland sea. People sat on their roofs for days waiting to be rescued. 
 
Our hearts have broken at the xenophobic attacks in Johannesburg 
and we stand in solidarity with our brothers and sisters across Africa 
– we are one Africa. Climate Change is pushing people off the land 
as the rains fail and into big cities, increasing tensions and violence.  
When I look at Jesus I see that he always stood on the side of the mar-
ginalized, the poor and the hungry and so we as people of faith must 
stand on the side of those impacted by climate change. Scientists tell 
us that we have only 11 years left to make a rapid shift from fossil 
fuels to renewable energy in order to limit disastrous climate change. 
We have all the knowledge we need to solve this issue, what is lack-
ing is political will.  Climate Change is not an environmental problem 
-  it is a human rights issue. It is the human rights issue of our time.  
 
As a parent, I am afraid for the future of my children. We are stealing 
their future from them and leaving them a bleak and barren world. 
But today you give me hope – the oceans are rising, but so are the 
young people. Just as on June 16th we as the young people of Soweto 
said enough is enough and took to the streets, once again our young 
people are at the forefront of the movement to fight Climate Change.  
Phambili young people Phambili. Forward young People, forward.”

Taize 2019 from page 4:  Another session was “Meeting Christ 
in the Excluded and Forgotten” presented by Missionaries of Charity, 
“Tie the Knot, not the Noose.  Why marriage is still your best option” 
presented by Franci and Sven, a recently married couple who met 
in Cape Town while serving in their church youth group.  “How to 
be a Christian in the corporate world:  Challenges and opportunities 
to witness to Christ,” a reflection and sharing by Heinrich Jantjies, 
Cape Town,  Christians in politics:  Engaging in public service without 
betraying the Gospel—a reflection by Steve Swart, Member of Parlia-
ment, South Africa, “Christ is praying for Christian Unity—coming 
together under one roof in order to bear witness to unity,” presented 
by Br. Alois, Prior of the Taizé Community, France, and “Exchang-
ing gifts between communities,”  Dr. Cleve McIntosh, Limpopo.   
 
Br. Luc Reflects on the Role of Silence and Prayer  
The experience of silence for young people—to enter into the silence 
and to accept not controlling anything is deeply connected with the 
mystery of the Resurrection.  We need to treasure it—to make it beau-
tiful, but not to go alone—because there may be deep fears, but if we 
are together and escort each other to make it beautiful by a loving 

atmosphere.  Once the heart has tasted freedom it will never go back 
to slavery.  Then they will find the patience and the motivation to build 
up relationships based on peace –to accommodate the “other” in their 
life, though they may not know his / her experiences, it will be a way 
to become one and to realize that they contribute to the community 
and to the society…that is also beautiful.  No head of state, NGO 
can do this. Our youth are confronted with violence on a daily basis.   
 
There is a lot of frustration, pain, brokenness, the violence is eve-
rywhere but the answer must start from within. So that is what we 
see happening in the lives of young people.  We see they deserve to 
have the experience of silence.  We don’t need to force that silence 
or guidance.  It is silence … we are all poor.  In front of God, we can 
only bend and call for assistance. The young people deserve the gift 
of silence.  It is not complicated or expensive. All chaplains should be 
able to open spaces for peaceful worship, for adoration so that people 
can be renewed. It is not expensive to listen and to receive the Word 
of God and to share how they connect that message with their life.  
You don’t need big speakers. With simple tools, you can equip people 
with strength coming from the Word of God. 
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