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Commemoration of All Saints & All Souls 
at Church of the Resurrection Bonteheuwel

On Sunday 1st November 2020, the Church of the Res-
urrection Bonteheuwel commemorated All Saints and 
All Souls Day. The services commenced with a wreath 
laying ceremony and prayers at the foot of the cross 
in the Garden of Remembrance for all those who have 
transcended to their eternal rest. During the Prayers of 
the Church, parishioners were given the opportunity 
to mention the names of their deceased loved ones , 
while candles were lit for the specific month of the year 
in which the anniversary of their years mind occurred. 
Liturgical dancers rendered an item in dance to the 
tune of It is well by Kristene DiMarco. Venerable Cheryl 
Bird presided at the services and Revd Notemba Ntuli 
was the preacher of the day. 
 
An extract from Revd Notemba’s sermon “What does 
this mean to us, who are still living on this side of the 
grave? It means that though we are all walking graves 
of Gender Based Violence, rape, substance & drug 
abuse, Covid-19 sufferers and survivors, chronic ill-
nesses etc; we must not lose heart, we must not grieve 
like those who have no hope; for all tears will be wiped 
away from our faces one day, all our brokenness will be 
restored and all our wounds will be healed. We have a 
future hope that we will meet our loved ones who has 

gone before us. Let us allow them to rest in peace as 
they are waiting to hear the voice of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and the sound of the trumpet to awaken them 
from the dead. The peace and love of God be with you 
as we light candles to remember our loved ones and 
release the bondage and chains of death that we have 
been enduring. Grant eternal rest unto them O Lord, 
and let perpetual light shine upon them. Amen.”
 
Photographers: Donovan Davids & Fabian Manuel
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Kuier Magazine recently launched an online 
program called “Loof Hom In Lockdown”. I was 
humbled when I was invited for a prerecord-
ing to deliver a homily on Sunday the 11th of 
October with theme entitled “Vertrou God met 
jou lewe”. It is without a doubt that we live in 
very turbulent times. Covid-19 has rocked our 
lives including our world in various different 
ways. 

We have to admit that none of us ever thought 
that in our lifetime would we face a pandemic 
such as this. Due to the ripple effects of this 
pandemic we have seen major job losses not 
only in and around us as a nation but globally 

as well. Given our context as a country where 
poverty is on a constant rise, tomorrow be-
comes uncertain for many. The unending cor-
ruption in our wider society is becoming an 
unbearable burden. Hopelessness creeps in on 
various levels of our lives and people’s faith are 
shaken.

In the assigned text from the Prophet Isaiah 
26v1-6 we discover that the nation of Ju-
dah faced many difficulties. Their lives were 
devastated as they lost basically everything 
which they had. Amongst the reasons for this 
is that they trusted more in earthly rulers and 
kingdoms. However when they changed their 

hearts and started to trust in God they noticed 
a change in their circumstances. God became 
an everlasting and unshakable rock for them 
when they started to shift their trust in him.
As human beings very often we want to fix 
things on our own. God is nowhere to be 
found in the equation of things. The text from 
Isaiah merely serves as a reminder that we 
have an everlasting rock in God. We become 
tired and weary of our struggles because 
there is a constant pushing and pulling in life. 
To trust in God with one’s life, can be under-
stood as leaning on the everlasting rock and 
allowing God to take full control of things.

With October being Breast Cancer awareness 
month we are aware of the many trauma and 
worry this bring to women and families within 
our society. Our mothers, sisters and daugh-
ters are encouraged to go for mammograms. 
Kuier has made it possible for some of our sis-

ters to tell their stories and how they trusted 
God in the process when they have been di-
agnosed. This is a wonderful message of hope 
to families and all affected that trusting in God 
does sustain one with strength to face your to-
morrow.

When rushing through life it is my hope that 
each of us will at some point slow down and 
ask ourselves am I trusting God in what I am 
doing? If we are unsure or perhaps if the an-
swer is NO may God by the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit so lead us to fully trust in him even 
if we cannot trace his hand at times.
- Revd Ronald Muller
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Ephesians 1:7 “In Christ, I am not only redeemed but forgiven.”
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The words, “Our calling in Christ is to bear fruit, wash feet, 
break bread and go fish” recently caught my 

attention while scrolling on a social media site. I was 
intrigued by the simplicity of the command, yet mindful by 

the enormous responsibility. 

This year has challenged us all, stretching our 
patience, faith and resilience. It’s been one of great loss and 
trauma which I can identify with, by the recent death of my 

mother in September. 

Reading the words of  ‘our calling in Christ’, immediately 
struck me that my mom exemplified this calling in all 
spheres of her life.  She was obedient, faithful, Christ-

focused and humble. The adjustment of living without her 
is painful but we as a family, have been comforted and 

strengthened by her legacy. 

The responsibility of our calling in Christ need not be 
enormous if we strive to be good human beings, praying 

and caring for each other. 
Love and Light, Rebecca

EDITORIALCLASSIFIEDS
Archbishop’s 

Education 
Endowment Fund for 

Theological Education
Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the 

future of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 

donation.
 

A sum of 
R1 483 201.67

has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

Scan QR code with your mobile and learn 
more about the Diocese of Cape Town

Kuier magazine: “Loof Hom in lockdown” with 
Revd Ronald Muller



THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE DIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN                Page 3

Ephesians 2:6“In Christ, I am raised and up and sitting in heaven.”

Dear People of God
Warm greetings to you! 

We are so grateful to God 
for His grace and mercy that He has bestowed 
upon us during this pandemic. We will con-
tinue to be reliant on Him. Our churches are 
open and ministry can take place, though it is 
in new and innovative ways. 

We are mindful of the many who have died 
during the pandemic, whether it is because of 
COVID-19 or for other reasons. Many families 
never had the opportunity to mourn properly 
and we are therefore grateful for churches 
who had special services on and around All 
Souls Day where families and friends were af-
forded another opportunity to mourn. I want 
to urge parishes where such an opportunity 
has not been created, to do so. It is important 
to say our goodbyes. 

Since my consecration, I had opportunities to 
visit many churches either for pastoral visits 
or conducting services. I want to thank all for 
keeping our places of worship in a fine state. 
Thank you for adhering to COVID-19 regula-
tions and for ensuring the safety of everyone. 

I, however, want to reiterate the sentiments 
of our president by urging you to please wash 
your hands, sanitize and keep social distanc-
ing.  This pandemic is real and will still be with 
us for a while, so be vigilant.

I feel that the operative word for us going for-
ward should be DISCERNMENT. We are swim-
ming in unchartered waters and are totally 
dependent upon God as we make many deci-
sions that will affect our future. 

We ask that God guides us in our decisions, 
both as individuals, parishes, and this dio-
cese. We know that God’s discernment comes 
through constant prayer, so I am once again 
calling upon you to be people of prayer as I 
commit myself to prayer. 

We want to congratulate the following priests 
on their appointments:

Mfundis Mzwandile Mzamani as interim 
priest in charge of St Columba, Gugulethu

Mfundis Shaun Cozett as rector of St Paul’s, 
Cape Town and 

Mfundis Ashley Petersen as rector of 
St Mark’s, District 6

Mfundis Mzamane has already been institut-
ed, but please pray for the institutions of the 
others and their respective congregations, 
that priest and people will work together for 
the Glory and honour of God. 

We prayer for the parishes without a rector, 
our priest in charge and that God will assist 
Chapter and the Bishops as we discern God’s 
will.  Your prayers are asked for the upcoming 
events:
1. Diocesan Finance Board (DFB) and 
Diocesan Trust Board (DTB) who meet on 

Tuesday, 17th November and Diocesan 
Standing Committee (DSC) who meet on 
Saturday, 21 November. The important 
agenda item is our proposed 0% budget, 
though it is what is being required in these 
tough economic climate, we know that, we’ll 
only make it through the grace of God and if 
everybody play their part. This is our church, 
and its future is dependent on our commit-
ment.

2. Bishop’s Forum on Tuesday, 24th 
November at 10h00 via Zoom.

3. 16 Day of Activism Against Violence of 
Women and Child Abuse starts on 25 
November, we have sent out some material 
to your parish, please get involved with pro-
grammes in your community so that we can 
stop this evil. 

4. Diocesan ordination: COVID-19 regula-
tions, attendance is by invitation only. Please 
pray for Revds Gregory Amos, Zolile Babayi, 
Brendan Fox, Yougandree Moodley, Ronald 
Muller and Jennifer Swartz as they prepare 
for their ordination. Let us also pray for Dean 
Michael Weeder, our retreat conductor and 
preacher.

5. To all who are busy with or preparing for ex-
aminations, you are in our prayers.

COVID has also impacted on our normal end 
of year Bishop’s Party, which will unfortunately 
not happen this year but I am sure that we will 
create an opportunity in the future for me to 
meet with especially the retired clergy, 
spouses and widows of our dioceses.

As we journey forward, please keep your eyes 
focused on the cross and be an inspiration to 
others.

God bless!
+Joshua Louw Table Bay

From the Bishop’s Desk

New 
licensing in 
the diocese

The Revd Mzwandile 
Mzamane was licensed 
as Priest-in-Charge at 
St Columba, Gugulethu 
in October 2020 by the 
Rt Revd Joshua Louw. 



Romans 12:1-2 “I am spiritually transformed with energy, strength, and purpose every day.”

Page 4                THE GOOD HOPE NOVEMBER 2020

Historic Confirmation at St Peter’s, Camps Bay

The confirmation of Estelle Beneke on 18 Octo-
ber 2020 was not only a special day for Estelle 
and her family, but also a special day in the life 
of St Peters.

It was the first confirmation in the church in 
ten years. It was also Bishop Joshua’s very first 
confirmation as bishop, and his first visit to us 

since his consecration. “As much as this is a 
wonderful moment for you, so it is a wonder-
ful moment for me,” he told us. He had been 
our Archdeacon at St Peters so is well known 
to the congregation. It was lovely having Joan, 
his wife, and daughter Zoe with us.

The service was warm and friendly, in spite of 
social distancing and the masks which hid our 
happy smiles.

Bishop Joshua admitted he was still getting 
used to his new role, and had actually called 
his predecessor, Bishop Garth, to check on a 
few details.

The Bishop spoke of the challenge of living 
during the Covid-19 pandemic, and of the 
Holy Spirit holding and guiding us through all 
our difficulties. Moses thought he wasn’t good 
enough to lead, but with God’s help he could 
fulfil his calling. And so too for us.

Having only one candidate made the focus 
very personal. Estelle had written an essay on 
what her faith means to her, mentioning her 
calling and her intention to study medicine. 
Bishop Joshua had read it and encouraged Es-
telle in her career choice. He mentioned that 
fittingly it was the feast of St Luke the doctor 
that day, and that his ministry was not just 
about body healing but also about healing of 
souls.

Bishop Joshua touched on the Gospel text, 
referring to Jesus’s demand for giving to God 
what belongs to God, as well as giving to the 
secular state (Caesar) what it requires. The 
Bishop ended his talk address reminding us 
that Jesus is the anchor to our lives, and like 
the anchor holds a ship steady, so too we are 
held firm through our faith in our good and 
gracious God.

- Jeanette Harris

“Lockdown, 
Love and 
Lament”

Review: As someone who makes her living 
from writing, I am ashamed to admit that 
often, I cannot connect or relate to poetry; 
the words, the way they’re used and where 
they’re placed often do not make sense to 
me. And so, when I purchased my copy of 
Father Michael Weeder’s “Lockdown, Love 
and Lament” I feared that I would be met 
with the same frustration, the same inability 
to comprehend, to make sense.

On the day that I collected my copy from the 
“People’s Cathedral”, I decided I’d try some-
thing different: I’d spend the day outside of 
the house where I have spent almost all of 
my days, entire days, since President Cyril 
Ramaphosa declared the nationwide lock-
down. I found a quiet restaurant with a gar-
den, ordered a light lunch and began read-

ing. That’s what it was meant to be: a light 
lunch and some light reading.

But I had to stop after reading one of the po-
ems, “Shadow Love”. I had to stop because I 
was overcome with emotion. It wasn’t sad-
ness or anger, pain or irritation. It was that I 
saw myself too clearly in those words, I saw 
my deepest hopes for my relationship with 
me and my God in those words, in just those 
17 words.

So I put down the book, realising that I need-
ed to ready myself for reading what would 
reveal to me my deepest fears and anxieties, 
my hopes, my joy and my stories. Just three 
pages in, I knew that this would be a col-
lection of poetry I would connect to - I just 
didn’t know why, how and to what extent.

Many pages, poems and reflections later, 
Revd Weeder has more than delivered on 
that promise he unknowingly made to me, 
his reader, so early on this “Lockdown, Love 
and Lament” journey. He has put into words 
both what I have been feeling throughout 

this lockdown, the highs and lows, and he 
has put into words my relationships with 
God, my loved ones, myself, my history and 
my identity.

Through this collection, Revd Weeder pours 
himself onto paper and in so doing, reveals 
to us ourselves. It is an incredible feat, one I 
can only dream of achieving as a writer.

And so, I do not doubt that whoever you are, 
wherever you are, you too will find yourself 
in Revd Weeder’s words. You will also find 
in those words, and in these anxious times, 
“healing, wholeness and hope”; you will 
find the vision of the Diocese. And, in those 
words, you will indeed hear and read the 
word of God and be reminded of His hopes 
and expectations of us as Christians: of shar-
ing, of community, of love, of inclusivity and 
a celebration of our diversity, of empathy, of 
hope and of knowing that even in moments 
of doubt, darkness and where our world just 
doesn’t make sense, He is always there.

- Carla Bernardo             continues on page 5
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2 Peter 3:18“I am growing in the grace and knowledge of the Lord.”

Social media 
conversation workshops

Social Media has taken over many peoples phones, and continues 
to influence the way we do things. This has spilt over to churches. 
More and more churches find themselves with a Social Media 
Page – Facebook, Instagram or Twitter, sometimes all three.

This prompted 3 young leaders in ACSA, to brainstorm how to 
empower the Administrators of these Social Media pages – Man-
disa Gumada (Diocese of Natal), Bino Makhalanye (Provincial 
Youth President) and Melissa Awu (St Paul’s, Rondebosch).

The sessions were conducted on Zoom, and posted Live on Face-
book Live – this added to the excitement. All 3 were hosts on the 
call inviting different presenters to discuss the topics.

The first session attracted a young leader, in Siyavuya Makubalo, 
employed at UCT Communications Department, who originally 
hails from the Diocese of PE. Makubalo is register for her Masters 
in Communication at UCT. She gave an overall on what is the sig-
nificance of Media. This sessions attracted over 30 people on the 
Zoom Call, with positive engagements.

Session 2 had 2 more exciting leaders in ACSA, Ncumisa Magadla 
(a former employee of Environment Network/ASFer), registered 
for her Masters in Public Relations, with a special focus on Min-
istry based Communication and Vuyo Yekani (St Bernard Mizeki 
& Diocese of Kimberly & Kuruman), who has serves a Ministerial 
Spokesperson, and is the Diocese of KK and Men’s Guild Commu-
nications Officer, and is an Ordinand in the Diocese of Kimberly & 
Kuruman. This session went deeper in Social Media specifically, 
and has over 800 views on Facebook Live, and counting!

Young people are thirsty for this kind of empowerment, as most 
Social Media Administrators are mostly young people, and there 
is very little if any guidance provided. It is important to have some 
guidance from those who have practical experience in Social Me-
dia. All presenters spoke in their persona capacity, based on their 
experiences.

This program was communicated to the Provincial Media Desk, 
and has their blessing.

- Melissa Awu 

“Lockdown, Love and Lament” from page 4:

Why I wrote ‘Lockdown Love and Lament

In the week before Easter of this year, President Cyril Ramaphosa informed 
us that, to contain the spread of COVID-19, a national state of disaster had 
been declared. 

As from Thursday 26 March we found ourselves “together in a sudden 
strangeness.”  In this period, we have had to reimagine our homes as our 
church, our wayside chapel. I must confess that my Harry Potter Onesie 
became my high fortress and retreat-centre. Somewhere along the line I 
came to understand that we were living in a moment of intense historical 
and spiritual significance. Very few who read these words would not have 
known the misery of losing someone to death during these lockdown days 
and months. This book, Lockdown Love and Lament was written out of 
that sense of deep loss and yet also there was this conviction that God had 
not abandoned us. But more often, when walking down to the cathedral I 
felt like Jeremiah: How lonely sits the city that once was full of people! How 
like a widow she has become…” 

Beloved, one miserable Sunday morning whilst walking in those wide, 
empty streets on the lower slopes of Table Mountain I found myself sing-
ing the Jonathan Butler classic, “Falling in love with Jesus / Was the best 
thing I’ve ever / Ever done…” Two verses from Romans 8 calmed and reas-
sured my spirit. The first was that verse 28: “We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose.” The other text was that of verse 37: “… we are more than con-
querors through him who loved us.” Lockdown Love and Lament is a diary 
of a seemingly impossible time and yet it is also a testimony of how the 
eternal Love Divine writes straight with the crooked pens of our times.

- the Very Revd Michael Weeder
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Philippians 4:19 “I know God will provide me with everything I need.”

To the Laos - to the people of God
As President Ramaphosa 
gave South Africans a timely 
warning last week to remain 
alert and prevent a resur-

gence of the coronavirus dur-
ing the Christmas holiday season, I was at the 
same time reminded by the themes of hope 
and joy in Psalm 145 that we also need to look 
to the future beyond the pandemic. 

Yes, it is true that Covid-19 infections are in-
creasing in a number of areas, especially the 
Eastern Cape. And as other issues reduce the 
dominance of reporting on the virus on our 
TV screens and radio channels, we need to re-
member it is real and in our communities. We 
must please keep up the distancing, we must 
maintain health protocols, wear our masks 
and pray for equitable access to vaccines once 
they become available. 

Yet I want to repeat what I said a couple of 
years ago – that social scientists caution us 
against too much focus on crisis, negativity 
and fear, since they can easily beget the very 
outcomes we seek to avoid. Both hope and joy 
are twinned in Psalm 145, and perhaps a good 
way to stare the pandemic in the face and en-
sure we flatten the curve is not to deny its im-
pact, not to deny the science, but to look to a 
future promised by a God who has always, and 
will always, provide for our sustenance, even 
into that future. 

In remaining hopeful, we need not discount 
the disproportionate impact of the pandemic 
on the poor, who have in the main been those 
who have lost jobs and livelihoods. We must 
continue to intervene with relief measures 
even as we find ways of living joyfully and 
hopefully in the midst of the challenges we 
face: the emotional stress, the anxiety, the fa-
tigue and the uncertainty. 

Looking back at the 234 days of lockdown, 
when last did you smile and laugh or talk 
about things such as care for others and for 
the environment? 

There have been some differences in the way 
dioceses are dealing with singing hymns dur-
ing worship. Our legal experts tell us us that 
there is some uncertainty in the law, so our 
advice is either not to allow congregations 
to sing, or to allow them to sing only wearing 
masks, observing the 1.5 metre distance rule 
and keeping to the legal limits on the number 
of worshippers. 

My advice is: If in doubt err on the side of 
safety, especially if older congregants insist on 
coming to church. 

In recent weeks we have held innovative 
meetings on Microsoft Teams to take the 
steps required by Canon 4 to fill episcopal va-
cancies. I am happy to report that candidates 
have been nominated and I will make their 
names known soon. We are looking beyond 
the time of closed doors at how we can put 
episcopal leadership in the vacant dioceses to 
continue God’s mission in the world through 
God’s church. 

Also in recent weeks, 37 of the 41 Primates of 
the Anglican Communion – the heads of the 
churches across the world, including those in 
Africa – have met online to reflect on the im-
pact of coronavirus at the Communion level 
and to receive an update on the Lambeth Con-
ference of Bishops and their spouses in 2022. 
We welcomed plans for an 18-month process 
leading up to Lambeth which will be an on-
going “virtual” Anglican Congress, drawing in 
bishops and their spouses, young and old, lay 
and ordained, ahead of the face-to-face con-
ference. 

Discussing the work of the Communion’s Safe 
Church Commission, we re-committed our-
selves to making the Church a safer place for 
all those who are vulnerable. We also heard 
stories of the impact of Covid-19 across the 
Communion and of new Provinces, the re-
structuring of the Anglican Communion Of-
fice in London and of the establishment of 
an Anglican Communion Science Commis-
sion, which will deal with matters of science 
and faith. We were addressed by senior World 
Health Organisation officials on Covid-19 and 
progress on a vaccine. 

The Archbishop of York, Dr Stephen Cottrell, 
briefed us on Living in Love and Faith, a new 

teaching resource from the Church of England 
designed to help discuss issues of identity, 
sexuality, relationships and marriage in a bibli-
cal context. 

Turning back to our own Province, we have 
declared the youth and Theological Educa-
tion Sunday as priorities of our church, but 
declarations alone – important as they are – 
are no substitute for action. The parish is the 
basic unit of any diocese and of the Province, 
and as such we rely on you in the parishes to 
take such broad and general declarations and 
translate them into concrete action applicable 
to your own circumstances. 

Please pray for our sisters and brothers in 
northern Mozambique, where more than 50 
people have been reported beheaded in a vi-
cious attack by militants on a village in Cabo 
Delgado province. 

We urge Mozambique’s government to act 
firmly to root out this form of terrorism, and 
for the international community to devote as 
much attention to this conflict as to others in 
the world. On a more positive note for ACSA, 
Bishop Carlos Matsinhe of Lebombo reports 
good progress in setting up working commit-
tees to plan for new dioceses in Tete and the 
Púngue River area. 

Lastly, following a decision of the Provincial 
Standing Committee, I am declaring through 
this Ad Laos that Lent 2021 will focus on com-
batting gender-based violence (GBV). The liai-
son bishop on GBV, Bishop Margaret Vertue, 
Hope Africa, the Provincial Liturgical Commit-
tee, the Southern African Anglican Theological 
Commission and their teams will provide us 
with more details and the necessary liturgies 
and study materials. 

A guide to some resources follows to help you 
devise contextually relevant material for your 
parishes and dioceses, and I commend to you 
the full PSC resolution on GBV for your prayers 
and action. 

God bless you. 
†† Thabo Cape Town

Guide to resources: https://anglicanchurch-
sa.org/16-days-of-activism-resources/
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Ephesians 1:4“I am holy, pure in God’s sight, and empowered by the Holy Spirit.”

Bidding farewell to the 
Class of 2020 at 

Zonnebloem NEST
After what seemed to be a never-ending year with more challenges 
than ever before, Zonnebloem (NEST)  held an informal Valedictory 
Service for their Matrics of 2020. It was held without the usual pomp 
and ceremony that goes with Valedictories but it was a very special oc-
casion for both learners and their teachers who thoroughly enjoyed the 
event.  Due to COVID-19 and its concomitant restrictions to prevent its 
spreading, the school gathered in the quadrangle and learners were 
seated on the lawn under awesome shade trees. 

The principal, Ms Heather Calmeyer, 
in her address to the Matrics empha-
sized how special the class of 2020 is 
because they had not only to deal with 
the normal stress of matric but also the 
challenges of the COVID 19 pandemic.  
Zonnebloem, she reminded them, will 
always be their home and they must 
not forget the values they have learned 
whilst at Zonnebloem. The Principal re-
iterated that kindness matters, “do it for 
yourself- be kind to yourself”.  She en-
couraged learners to sow the seeds of 
preparation now “and you will reap the 

rewards later”.  In closing she said “You are here because you are meant 
to be here. “Keep shining your light as you are special”. 

Bishop Joshua Louw delivered the key-
note address. He brought a message of 
love and hope and stressed that reach-
ing Grade 12 is an achievement but 
isn’t the end of the road.  “You can be 
like an Eagle and soar to great heights”.  
“Do not underestimate your potential. 
Don’t only be satisfied with your matric 
certificate, study further”. 

Matric must be your stepping stone to 
greater things, he advised. “Work hard 
and strive to do your best in all aspects of life’s journey.”  Bishop Joshua 
assured the learners that they would be in his prayers as wished them 
every success in the examination. 

Grade 11 learners paid tribute to the class of 2020 by sharing the fol-
lowing messages: Positive self-consciousness; showered with abun-
dant opportunities;  stay focused; good luck; kneel and pray; have a 
positive attitude; power of your youth; if other can, why not you? and 
love you all. 

Canon Reeva Mulder closed the ceremony with a prayer and she made 
available to each learner a prayer card and suggested it be read before 
each exam paper.

- Walter Mercuur &  Canon Reeva Mulder

The Anglican Students Federation celebrates its 
60th anniversary

The theme of the celebration was “Ebheni Eza: Simakadze usisite kwaze 
kwaba ngumanje” in Siswati which translates to “Ebenezer: Thus far the 
Lord has helped us” taken from 1 Samuel 7:12. This was supposed to 
be the theme for our 60th Annual Provincial Conference which would 
have taken place in June this year but of course could no longer hap-
pen due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  It seemed even more fitting to use 
this theme for our virtual celebration, as it calls for us to look back with 
gratitude and look forward to the future with hope and assurance that 
God will always be with us. 

Over a period of 7 days starting from the 11th of October, the pro-
gramme included a Sunday service, trips down memory lane with pic-
tures and stories from our favourite provincial conferences, letters and 
videos from former members (ASF Friends) who shared experiences 
from their time in the federation and how it has impacted their lives 
long after their time as students has passed.                                    

Every Wednesday is known as ASF prayer day, and so we had a 30-min-
ute prayer session at 9pm on Zoom where we came together prayed for 
the federation and its 13 regions across the province. Members were 
also given a chance to express their creativity by singing, painting, writ-
ing, preaching and reciting poetry dedicated to the ASF. The festivities 
ended on Saturday 17 October with a Zoom party where we toasted 
to the ASF’s 60th Anniversary. It was a night of fun activities such as 
Beat Shazam, Karaoke and a Quiz on the history of the federation. This 
celebration gave us an opportunity to look back and acknowledge how 
far we have come, as individuals and as a federation. Throughout the 
week we heard stories of triumph and tribulation from past and present 
members who because of the ASF were introduced or reintroduced to 
Christ, who were groomed into leaders, and were equipped to make 
valuable contributions to the Church and society. Most importantly, we 

were reminded about how the ASF is a place where many of us have 
found friends that we will keep for a lifetime and how it is a home for 
many in the truest sense of that word. Another reminder we got from 
the celebratory week is that there is a place for everyone in the ASF 
family regardless of one’s background, race or sexual orientation, which 
is something really special. If that place is not clear to see then it is our 
responsibility to work together in correcting that. 

Spiritual growth and development, leadership and unity, social de-
velopment and academic excellence are the pillars on which ASF still 
stands by today and they have provided many lessons that have influ-
enced a number of clergy, lay leaders and others who have made posi-
tive contributions to various institutions. Our hope is that the ASF will 
grow from strength to strength, continuing to provide meaningful min-
istry to students in the Anglican Church of Southern Africa and beyond. 
Many thanks go to those who have supported the federation over the 
years; without your prayers, presence and donations, we wouldn’t be 
where we are today.  *Those who wish to get a glimpse of the celebration 
can search ‘Anglican Students Federation’ on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram 
and YouTube.  

- Basetsana Makena (ASF President)                                                                                



We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website:   www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper 
or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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Isaiah 43:2 “I am assured of God’s presence in any and all situtions.” 

Season of Creation #togetherforcreation
Season of Creation 2020 was in-
deed a different one, as we cel-
ebrated during lock down, and 
churches were just beginning to 
open.

Green Anglicans prepared a series 
of online services during Season 
of Creation; 1st Sunday, Saldanha 
Bay, 2nd with the Green Luther-
ans, 3rd with Diocese of Johan-
nesburg and the 4th Sunday with 
the Diocese of Cape Town. We 
were inspired by the message of 
Bishop Joshua, who preached 
standing next to the river and 
the celebrant was Revd Shaun 
Cozett. You can view the service 
here https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=NM_-7MGQK7I

Many churches such as St An-
drew’s Steenberg, Christ Church 
Kenilworth to name but a few 
incorporated Season of Creation 
into their online services.

The 1st of September is the World 
Day of Prayer for Creation and 
we normally plan an ecumenical 
service. In order to take it on line, 
a relationship was formed with 
youth from the Lutheran, Meth-
odist, Catholic and DRC churches 
– and an organisation formed 
#together4creation.  

A wonderful online service was 
held with input from each de-
nomination.  Our guest speaker 
from the Green Lutherans shared 
his message from the car due to 
load shedding – where there is 
a will there is a way! One of the 
most powerful moments was 
when a young woman shared 
how working in the garden had 
helped to bring her healing after 
the loss of her father. 

A joint video was prepared ex-
plaining the meaning and chal-
lenge of Season of Creation and 
Sunday meditations prepared by 
clergy from each denomination. 

There will be a “Repurpose” Com-
petition in the school holidays, 
you make something new ( re-
purpose) from  a plastic item such 
as a plastic bottle and the most 
creative idea will win a prize. 

The team gathered for a ‘nurdle 
clean up’ (nurdles are tiny pieces 
of plastic that are used to make 
plastic items) at Muizenberg and 
a planning session for the way 
forward.

The #together4creation team is 
planning a big False bay clean 
up on the 5th of December, 
where people from different 

churches will gather at vari-
ous sites around the False Bay 
coast for a Big beach clean up . 
Join us! You can join  #together-
4creation on our facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1177425282625857/

FROM FOOD VOUCHERS TO 
HOME GARDENS 
#seasonofcreation

During Lockdown, the parish of 
Eluvukweni in Crossroads had 
been helping those who lost their 
jobs with food vouchers.  With 
the support of the Warehouse, 

we  formed the LEAN (Local 
Ecumenical Action Network) 
which comprised of the Meth-
odists, the Baptists, and the 
Crossroads Christian Centre. 

God was amazing and each 
month we were able to assist 
up to 240 families with the sup-
port of various donors such as 
Hope Africa, the Cathedral and 
many others.  We then began 
to assist with seeds, seedlings 
and compost so that people 
could begin to grow their own 
food.

During the Season of Creation  in 
September a  gardening course 
was held with members of three 
different churches. Our trainer 
was Gugu Mazibuko from Christ 
Church Constantia who taught 
trench bed gardening, tyre gar-
dening. She ran a wonderful in-
teractive course , very hands on 
with lots of fun and laughter.  

The emphasis is on using mate-
rials that you can collect rather 
than purchasing new ones.

A wonderful graduation was 
held for those who attended the 
whole course. A representative 
from the Dep of Agriculture was 
invited and the graduates were 
assisted to  apply for a grant from 
the “one home one garden” fund, 
for gardening equipment, com-
post and seeds.  

We are looking at further training 
in marketing and budgeting for 
those who would like to develop 
further as small businesses.

- Green Anglicans


