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St Saviour’s Claremont commemorates 
Bishop Robert Gray on the 146th 

anniversary of his death

On Sunday 2 September  parishion-
ers at St Saviour’s Claremont com-
memorated the life and work  of 
Bishop Robert Gray on the 146th 
anniversary  of his death.

He was consecrated  a bishop at 
Westminster Abbey in 1847 on St 
Patrick’s Day. The following year, 
at only 38 years of age, he and his 
wife, Sophy, arrived in Cape Town to 
head up the bishopric in South Af-
rica. He had four objectives, namely, 
to increase the number  of clergy, to 
build churches, to establish missions 
amongst the Africans and to found  a 
training college for young men.

Straight away he worked  with  ex-
ceptional zeal and perseverance  in 
laying the foundation for Anglican-
ism in South Africa. He rented  Pro-
tea Estate, formerly a farm of Jan 
van Riebeeck, now known as Bish-
opscourt, the residence of the Arch-
bishop. It consisted of 33 rooms of 

which 16 were suitable for pupils. 
A keen believer in education, he 
started the Diocesan College School 
in the slave quarters  of the prem-
ises, founded  St Cyprian’s and 
established Zonnebloem for black 
children, ably supported by the Gov-
ernor  of the Cape, Sir George Grey.

When he arrived in Cape Town there 
was no church organisation, only 
14 isolated clergymen  ministering 
to scattered congregations. There 
were only 10 churches. He set out 
to explore his diocese reaching Gra-
hamstown and thereafter Pietermar-
itzburg. He set sail in 1849  to visit 
St Helena Island. It is written that he 
had visions of spreading Anglican-
ism throughout the whole of Africa. 
In 1850 he made another  visit into 
the mainland  which convinced  him 
that the diocese had to be divided. 

In 1853 he sailed to England and
successfully presented his case to 

the authorities. He was made the 
first bishop of Cape Town.

His wife, Sophy, played a signifi-
cant  role in supporting his cause. 
She was his diocesan administrator 
and accountant. She was also an 
artist, specialising in water colours 
and sketches as well as being a very 
competent horsewoman.,Her artis-
tic  skills abetted  her designing of 
churches. She was the first woman 
in South Africa to practise architec-
ture. Robert and Sophy were like 
two  peas in a pod, inseparable  and 
ideally supportive of each other.

He would  not have accomplished 
as much as he did without her, and 
she would  not have been so pas-
sionate about designing churches 
without his driving and spiritual in-
fluence. They truly  complimented 
each other. 

continues on page 4
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Bazaar: St John the Evangelist Crawford will 
be hosting the above on Friday 30th Novem-
ber 2018 from 18h00 - 21h00 and will con-
tinue on Saturday 01st December 2018 from 
09h00 till late in the afternoon. For more 
information contact the parish office at 021 
697 4956 or cell 072 690 1322. 

Food Fair: St George’s Silvertown will be 
hosting the above on Saturday 3rd Novem-
ber 2018 from 10h00 - 16h00. There will 
be a variety of food on sale such as pens en 
pootjies; fish and chips, chicken platters, 
curry and rice / roti, boerewors rolls etc. For 

more information contact Michael Heuvel at 
083 331 9332 / 084 880 0020. 

SITUATIONS VACANT
JUNIOR AND YOUTH CHURCH 
ORGANISER: St Thomas Rondebosch seeks 
to employ a Junior and Youth Church Organ-
iser with skills in marketing. If you have a 
university education in marketing and would 
be interested in working to build the youth 
component of our parish, please call Peter 
Oscroft on 084 555 5006 before 29th 
October 2018 to get more details and / or to 
arrange an interview. 

CLASSIFIEDS EDITORIAL
It’s wonderful waking up and hearing birds chirping in 
the trees of my back yard while they nesting and gath-
ering twigs and moss. Nature has a resilience we as 

humans will never be able to master. Even through the 
drought, the birds; ants; bees; squirrels,grasshoppers 
and praying mantis (just to name a few) carried on 

with life, making the best of what there was for them.

 We went into a complete panic because of the loom-
ing touch and go #dayzero which never materialized. 

We were so engrossed in having our own supplies 
stocked up, not really paying attention to creation 

around us. The grass turned brown, plants and flowers 
wilted and some evergreen flora stood majestically.

Through God’s grace and prayer, we welcome spring 
this year with new respect and gratitude. A new 

beginning for all. Let’s start living for the little things 
which will help us realize what life is all about.

Love and Light, Rebecca
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Wanda E. Brunstetter “If you are too busy to pray, you are busier than God wants you to be.”
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Elizabeth Elliot“Faith does not eliminate questions. But faith knows where to take them.”

Dear people of God
In my Chairman’s report 
at our recent Fikelela 
AGM I was constrained 
to draw attention to the 
harsh reality that HIV/

Aids is alive, rampant and continuing to de-
stroy and wreak havoc across the world, and 
especially the continent of Africa.

Last year the statistics showed that South 
Africa, with 1000 new infections identified 
daily, is the only country where the HIV in-
fection rate was increasing. Based on a re-
port following the 22nd International AIDS 
Conference in July this year, far from slow-
ing down, the latest facts recorded point to a 
deeply disturbing reality of an emerging SEC-
OND AIDS PANDEMIC, especially affecting 
Africa’s most densely populated cities!! Cf. 
“Welcome to the Next Deadly AIDS Pandem-
ic” by Laurie Garrett on; https://foreignpolicy.
com/2018/07/25). This highlights the abso-
lute necessity for the Church and society at 
large not to slow down our efforts through 
projects like Fikelela. 

We therefore remain keenly focussed on our 
theme to “Engage, Educate and Empower” 
especially the youth who fall into the most 
vulnerable 14-34 yr. old age group. We sin-
cerely want you to know how much we value 
and appreciate your involvement and prayers 
in support of this crucial ministry. Together we 
have already made a difference to some lives 
and I know that, together, we can continue 
to do so by God’s grace. As reported, three 
factors are contributing to the runaway resur-
gence of the pandemic, i.e. “flawed public 
health strategy, rapidly shifting population 
demography and diminished resources”. 

At Fikelela we are particularly aware of the 
latter resulting from the prevailing economic 
conditions locally and globally, as well as 
the effects of “donor fatigue” around AIDS 
projects. Financially our organisation is liv-
ing on a knife edge with a significant deficit 
projected for this year and with our reserves 
depleting rapidly. HOWEVER, as I intimated 
at the AGM, I remain positive and confident 
about the future of this vitally important work 
and ministry. It is necessary as we seek to re-
spond to our Lord’s command that we follow 
his example by showing love, compassion 
and care to those who are in need. 

God is faithful and will supply our needs 
when we are responding in faith and trust by 
doing what is right and life-giving. So I invite 
you as parishes, groups  /organisations and 
individuals to consider how you may practi-
cally support this ministry. By offering your 
time, skills, prayers and regular financial con-
tributions in the fight against this ever threat-
ening second wave of devastation staring us 
and the world in the face we can still reach 
towards the dream of a world free of AIDS. 

Our Co-ordinator, Bev Hendricks and her 
Fikelela team are available and will happily 

share details and possible ways in which you 
may assist to bring hope and change in the 
lives of those we reach out to. (Tel. 
021 469 3775 or fikelela@ctdiocese.org.
za).

DIOCESAN NEWS/EVENTS: We congratu-
late THE REVDS MARK LONG and JEROME 
FRANCIS recently licensed as Diocesan 
Canons, as well as our Diocesan 
Administrator, MS CHARLEEN VAN 
ROOYEN, who was licensed by the 
Archbishop as a honorary Provincial Canon 
during the September Provincial Standing 
Committee.

CLERGY APPOINTMENTS: THE REVD 
MKHUSELI LUJABE was instituted as rector 
of All Saints Church, Plumstead. THE REVD 
BASIL DAVIDS has been appointed as 
rector of St. George the Martyr, Silvertown 
with effect from December 2018. 

The residential CLERGY SCHOOL will take 
place at Houw Hoek from 8 – 10 October. 
We will be joined by 2 curates from our link 
Diocese of York, The Revds Carol Backhouse 
and Claire Todd, who will share in the life and 
ministry of our diocese for 2 weeks until they 
return home on 22 October. They will also 
have been hosted by False Bay and Saldanha 
Bay Dioceses for a similar period before their 
time with us. 

We will also be hosting the annual JOINT 
CHAPTER MEETING of the 3 local dioceses 
on 16 October in the Constantia Archdea-
conry. Please keep these events and people 
in your prayers.

Blessings and keep the faith.
+Garth Table Bay

From the Bishop’s Desk

Licensing of Diocesan Canons: Left to Right - the Revds Mark Long 
(rector of St Andrew’s Newlands) Jerome Francis (rector of St Sav-
iour’s Claremont) were licensed as Diocesan Canons by the Rt Revd 
Garth Counsell on 30th August at Bishopscourt. Photo: John Allen

New rector for All Saints Plumstead: the Revd Mkhuseli 
Lujabe was licensed as rector of All Saints Plumstead on 8th 
September 2018 by the Rt Revd Garth Counsell. 
                                            Photo: the Revd Shaun Cozett
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John Piper “God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.”

Commemorating Bishop Robert Gray from page 1:
At the time of his death he had built  63 churches 
throughout the country  of which no less than 40 
were designed by Sophy Gray. Simply remarkable!

When one considers their accomplishments in just 
25 years at the time of his death, during the era 
of that time, it is nothing short of a phenomenal 
feat in the Holy Spirit being at work. Trekking from 
the west coast into a virgin hinterland, unknown to 
them and hostile, to promote the vocation of priest-
hood to unknown persons, locating, designing and 
building churches and establishing schools, re-
veals that they spared themselves  nothing in lay-
ing the groundwork of Anglicanism in our country. 
Be mindful of the fact that there were no National  
Highways like the N1 and N2, the electric  bulb 
was only invented after their  deaths, no bridges to 
cross rivers- they did this on horseback- no shops 
along the way to stock up on provisions, no hotels 
or inns to overnight, no fuel to make a fire- they 
hewed their  own wood to prepare  hot food and 
to provide  warmth in the cold of the night- no 
telephones and motor cars were not invented yet. 
Taking all this into account one can only thank the 
Almighty for providing the synergy that energised 
the two of them to pursue the cause for which they 
had been sent to do.

Their mission was to be harbingers  of peace by el-
evating the indigenous inhabitants to a higher level 
of civilisation through eliminating slavery and by 
introducing Christianity and commerce  to replace 
bartering. Robert had to stave off the State from co-
ercing the Church in political manoeuvring to sup-
port their  agenda at much cost to his health. There 
were times, though, that he had to toe the line 
reluctantly in order to fulfil his mission. Through 
his valiant  efforts and spiritual commitment we 
are proud to recognise that in just over a century 
after  his death we have three  Nobel Peace Prize 
winners, descendants of the indigenous inhabit-
ants in the persons of Albert Lutuli, Desmond Tutu 
and Nelson Mandela as well as three Metropolitans 
of the Anglican Church of Southern  Africa in the 
persons of Desmond Tutu, Njongonkulu Ndungane 
and Thabo Makgoba - what a feat!

We are thankful to Bishop Robert Gray for his dedi-
cation to formulating an Anglican Liturgy and ec-
clesiology for the country  from  which we are all 
beneficiaries today. 
 
We, at St Saviours, are fortunate to have their  
remains in our cemetery. Sophy died on 27 April 
1871 and the Bishop died relatively shortly  after-
wards on 1 September 1872, a month before his 
63rd birthday, having succumbed to injuries from 
falling off his horse. About 2,000 persons attended 
his funeral, including Sir George Grey and other 
dignitaries  of the day, as well as a few Moslems - 
proof  of how diversified and revered his influence 
was in spiritual circles. May their souls continue  to 
rest in peace and rise in glory.

- Cameron Scott
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The rector of St Mark’s, the Revd Austen Jackson, had from his appointment at the 
church in 2016, toyed with a vision to “bring to life” old District Six by memorialising 
the names of St Mark’s members who were baptised there since the establishment 
of the parish in 1887 until 1980, the last year people were forcibly removed from 
District Six under the devastating Group Areas’ Act. His great grandparents who had 
lived in District Six between 1900 and 1910 also had their children baptised at St 
Mark’s. 

Father Austen conceptualised the memorial project which became a reality after 
conversations between himself and three staff members at CPUT, Jacqui Scheep-
ers, CPUT’s acting head of Community Engagement and Work Integrated Learning, 
Nicholas Pinfold, senior lecturer in Town and Regional Planning, and Siddique Mo-
tala, senior lecturer in the Department of Civil Engineering and Surveying involved 
in the mapping of District six for many years. “Since coming to St Mark’s in 2016 I 
realized that it won’t be long before the last remaining memory of our many parish-
ioners and where they had lived in District Six would remain buried in the church’s 
baptism registers. Seeking God’s guidance this vision of building a memorial started 
to crystalize,” Father Austen says.  

Partners on the project are St Mark’s Church, CPUT, University of Michigan with 
prof David Wallace and the collections department of the District Six Museum under 
Chrischene Julius. “With this memorial we will bring old District Six ‘to life’ through 
mapping names of people, parents, godparents and the addresses of all those who 
were baptised in the church between 1887 and 1980. “The street addresses on the 
maps of the area since 1869 have been digitised by town planning and engineering 
students of CPUT, and these addresses are represented by a dot on the map. When 
the dot is opened, the annotated data on the baptismal certificate is revealed. It 
would include date of birth, date of baptism, parents, godparents, officiating priest 
and address at the time of baptism,” says Father Austen. 

A cohort of three University of Michigan students as part of their Masters Programme 
under Prof Wallace came to St Mark’s from May to June this year to capture data 
from the baptism registers that were digitized by an American church in 2012, for 
the first part of the ongoing project. The District Six Museum will be the curator of 
these annotated maps.  “The project will serve as a template for other faith-based 
communities whose mosques or churches had been demolished during the forced 
removals,” says Father Austen.  
- Belinda Bell 

Historic St Mark’s baptism 
project ‘resurrects’ old District Six

Denise Lowton, former District Six resident baptised at
 St Mark’s with her baptism certificate.
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“God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.” Rick Warren“God teaches us to love by putting some unlovely people around us.”

Fikelela Benefit concert in aid of 
Fikelela Children’s Centre

The annual Benefit concert was held on 31st August 2018 at St 
George’s Cathedral. The amount raised for the event was R24 
044, 90. The money will be used to refurbish the playground 
area for the children at Fikelela Children’s Centre (FCC) as well 
as towards the cost of the therapeutic programme and school 
uniforms. The participating schools were Rondebosch Boy’s Pre-
paratory, St Cyprian’s School and St Joseph Marist College. The 
children from the FCC rendered the opening song and the even-
ing continued with performances from the participating schools. 
We are grateful with the support and assistance we received 
from all who volunteered and partnered with us to make the 
event a great success. It was an absolute joy and honour to be 
entertained by so many young and talented musicians. 

The Anglican Board of Education wishes the 2018 
matriculants well for their final examinations

The Anglican Board of Education (ABE) 
wishes all matric students well in their Final 
Examinations which commences on the Mon-
day 15th October 2018. 

The matric class of 2018 is entering one the 
most challenging and arguably most impor-
tant times of their lives, the build up to their 
final examinations. ABE, therefore, would 
like to thank all principals, teachers, family 
members and parishes for their dedication 
and support thus far. We trust that you will 
continue supporting our Grade 12s  while 
they prepare for their final exams.  ABE, urg-
es parents to help create a conducive study 
environment for their children writing matric 
examinations, if this is not possible we ask 
parishes to open its doors and make its facili-
ties, ie internet access etc., available to our 
learners. Your teachers are very proud of you 
and, I’m sure, would like to leave you with 
some final words of advice that we hope will 
assist you in the lead up to your exams.  The 
exams, we know, is going to be tough but it 
can also be an exciting time of pushing hard 
and knowing you’re doing your best. It may 
not seem like it now, but it won’t be long be-
fore your exams and its concomitant results 
will be a distant memory.  What you should 

focus on at this time is trying your best and 
working hard towards achieving a result that 
you can look back on with pride and conse-
quently make everyone else who supported 
you, proud. 

Stay resilient and determined to achieve your 
goals. This in turn depends on how you plan 
your time, how hard you study, and that you 
stay focused, positive and healthy. Take care 
of yourselves and each other. This time of the 
year is very stressful for students and some-
times everything may seem overwhelming.
Keeping a balance of study, exercise, social-
ising and resting is very important for your 
wellbeing, is important. Too much of any of 
one of these can cause problems, so remem-
ber “Everything in moderation. Nothing in ex-
cess” – Socrates.

To help learners in their preparation, the 
Western Cape Education Department  has 
made a variety of resources available online, 
including:
• A “Tips for Success” booklet that provides 
advice on preparing for the exams, planning 
study time and what to cover in each subject.
• The Western Cape Education Department 
(WCED) has prepared an Examination Tech-

niques Booklet aimed at supporting Grade 12 
learners in the writing of examinations. The 
booklet provides the following guidance per 
subject:
o General tips for answering examination 
questions
o Guidance on how to approach the 
examination
o Explanations to commonly used 
instructional verbs
• Past exam papers that are essential for 
practice purposes. Learners should use their 
June exam results to identify strengths and 
weaknesses needing further attention.

The electronic version of the two booklets 
(mentioned above) as well as well as other 
resources can be found on the WCEDs e-Por-
tal.   https://wcedonline.westerncape.gov.za  
Learners could also enquire from their prin-
cipal about these two booklets as well as the 
Telematics video revision lessons.

Don’t ever doubt the potential that each of 
you possess. Choose to unlock it and take 
this first step in creating your future. It re-
ally can be anything you dreamed it could be.  
God bless you!
- Walter Mercuur: ABE (WC)
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Jerry Bridges “No detail of your life is too insignificant for your heavenly Father’s attention.”

The suffering and chal-
lenges of the church 
elsewhere in Africa 
turned my schedule up-
side down for a week 

last month. Returning from a meeting of the 
Standing Committee of the Anglican Consul-
tative Council in London, I had to urgently 
fly to Nairobi at the request of the Council of 
Anglican Provinces of Africa (CAPA). 

There I joined other church leaders at the 
headquarters of the All Africa Conference of 
Churches (AACC) for an emergency meeting 
on the situations in the Democratic Republic 
of Congo and South Sudan. Both countries 
have been plagued by instability and strife in 
recent years, and both face huge challenges 
in the coming months. In the DR Congo, 
President Kabila has at last agreed to step 
down and hold elections in December, and 
now unity and reconciliation are an important 
priority of the church. 

When I first became a bishop, I did my 
month-long “baby bishop” training course in 
Malawi with the person who now leads the 
church in South Sudan, Archbishop Justin 
Badi Arama. Ever since, I have prayed for 
him, his church and for the freedom of his 
country. I rejoiced when they attained inde-
pendence in 2011, but the promise soon 
evaporated. Two years later, after they had 
only tasted freedom and independence, two 
factions of the ruling alliance fell out, and 
I have previously mentioned the civil war 
which broke out as a result.
A few days before we gathered in Nairobi, the 
national youth coordinator for the Episcopal 
Church of South Sudan was shot and killed 
when his vehicle was sprayed with bullets. At 
the meeting I listened to stories of interven-
tions by local dioceses to try to end the con-
flict in this resource-rich country. The refrain 
was that all those born after 1955, when 
the first of the civil wars started, are children 
of war, that they have lived in war but they 
are determined not to die in war. As we met,  
peace talks had resumed in Addis Ababa and 
there was great expectation that a new agree-
ment would be signed. This indeed happened 
soon after we wrapped up our meeting but in 

the past agreements have come unstuck so 
there is still great trepidation – there are in-
ternational, regional and local actors who do 
not want peace, because conflict has better 
dividends for them. At our meeting in Nai-
robi, we looked at ways in which the region 
could accompany the church in South Sudan 
and how the AACC can help the county un-
derstand and live in freedom.  

Upon my return to Cape Town, I asked clergy 
– and now through this Ad Laos I ask you 
as parishioners: please help me put together 
prayers, Bible verses and pictures as a re-
source for daily prayer for peace and freedom 
in South Sudan, beginning at Advent and run-
ning for a full year through to Advent 2019. 
You don’t need to be a professional, or or-
dained, or a leader in your parish to contrib-
ute: whether it’s a line, a poem, a sentence, 
a song or a picture, just write it down and 
help your archbishop to pray effectively for 
this country. 

The Ven Terry Lester is ACSA’s official repre-
sentative on South Sudan, so you may want 
to arrange a special meeting or day of prayer 
with him or others. Since I arrived at Bish-
opscourt, I have had a group of intercessors 
who join us regularly for worship – you may 
also want to also explore having a group of in-
tercessors from the Diocese to pray for peace, 

justice and progress in South Sudan in their 
and our lifetimes. Yes, we have our own unre-
solved social issues of poverty, land, racism, 
unemployment, inequality of opportunity, 

crime and others, but I am asking that we 
also focus on and include these children of 
God in our prayers. Prayer enables peace 
within and then we can share this with South 
Sudan.

At a personal level, I am happy to have 
Manala, my wife Lungi, back after she did 
a 30-day individually guided retreat with the 
Jesuits at their retreat centre at St Lucia in 
KwaZulu-Natal. I have burnt a couple of her 
pots as I attempted to cook whilst focused 
on reading, answering emails etc at the same 
time. I now appreciate her ability to multi-
task without burning things! 

Please continue to pray for our church and its 
response to what God is up to in his world. 
Also pray not only for South Sudan and the 
DR Congo, but for other conflict areas as 
well, and especially Syria.

God bless you.
+ Thabo Cape Town

To the Laos - to the people of God

The commemoration of the life and ministry of St Francis of Assisi (died on 3 October 1226) - most popular and beloved of all saints - during 
the month of October is to remind Christians of our calling to life of simplicity, humility, study (word of God), respect and love for creation and 
penance. The object of the Third Order of The Society of St Francis (TSSF) is drawn from John 12:24-26 when Jesus said, “Very truly, I tell 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

continues on page 7

Anglicans in South Sudan carrying crucifixes ad their national flag. Photo: Jesse Zink / 
Montreal Diocesan Theological College

Commemorating the Feast of St Francis of Assisi
The object of Third order of the Society of St Francis
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Charles Spurgeon“Though you have changed a thousand times, He has not changed once.”

Commemorating the Feast of 
St Francis of Assisi from page 6: 
Those who love their life lose it, and those who 
hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal 
life. Whoever serves me must follow me, and 
where I am, there will my servant be also. Who-
ever serves me, the Father will honour.” 

In the example of his own sacrifice, Jesus re-
veals the secret of bearing fruit. In surrendering 
himself to death, Jesus becomes the source of 
new life and lifted from the earth on the cross, 
he draws all people to himself. Jesus calls those 
who would serve Him to follow His example and 
choose for themselves the same path of renun-
ciation and sacrifice. To those who hear and 
obey, He promises union with God. 

The object of the Society of Saint Francis is to 
build a community of those who accept Christ 
as their Lord and Master and are dedicated to 
him in body and spirit. They surrender their 
lives to him and to the service of his people. 
The Third Order of the Society consists of those 
who, while following the ordinary professions of 
life, feel called to dedicate their lives under a 
definite discipline and vows. They may be fe-
male or male, married or single, ordained or lay.

When Saint Francis encouraged the formation 
of the Third Order he recognized that many are 
called to serve God in the spirit of Poverty, Chas-
tity, and Obedience in everyday life (rather than 
in a literal acceptance of these principles as in 
the vows of the Brothers and Sisters of the First 
and Second Orders). 

The Rule of the Third Order is intended to ena-
ble the duties and conditions of daily living to be 
carried out in this spirit. That is TSSF is founded 
on the conviction that Jesus Christ is the perfect 
revelation of God - true life made possible by 
His Incarnation and the Ministry of the Cross, 
Resurrection, and the works of the Holy Spirit. 
The Order believes that it is the commission of 
the church to make the gospel known to all, and 
therefore accepts the duty of bringing others to 
know Christ, and of praying and working for the 
coming of the Kingdom of God.

The primary aim for TSSF is therefore to make 
Christ known. This shapes our lives and atti-
tudes to reflect the obedience of those whom 
our Lord chose to be with him and sent out as 
his witnesses. Like them, by word and example, 
we bear witness to Christ in our own immediate 
environment and pray and work for the fulfil-
ment of his command to make disciples of all 
nations. 

- the Revd Dr Michael Twum-Darko 
(Minister Provincial: African Province of TSSF)

Athlone Children’s Archdeaconry 
service

Our annual Archdeaconry Service was hosted by St Mark Church, on 26th August 2018. 
Praising God, banners held high, the children of St John’s, St Mark’s, St George’s, St 
Aiden’s, St Dominic’s and Church of the Holy Nativity marched from the hall into the 
church. Still on a high from our recent Bible Study Quiz. Our theme was “FACING 
YOUR GIANTS.” We all have giants - both young and old, but it’s only through and with 
Jesus Christ that these giants can be slain.

Our guest speaker was the Revd Jeanene Joy Matthys, who engaged young and old giv-
ing thoughtful insight into how to face our personal giants like bullying, peer pressure 
and school work. Much to the delight of the children, Archdeacon Alex Ernest had an 
opportunity to arm wrestle his “giant”.

Each Sunday school performed an item, and once again God’s gifts were shining 
through as GOD knows us all by name, and each and every one of us has a talent. 
Church of the Holy Nativity’s captivating skit perfectly demonstrated how with God, we 
can be bold and courageous and overcome what seems impossible. A blessed service 
on a rainy afternoon with God’s house filled with joyful children. They are a blessing 
from GOD and should always be celebrated. - Debbie Woolf

Caring for Erica Place residents 
By the Grace of God, the Mother’s Union 
of St John the Evangelist Crawford, seeks 
to show His love through the encourage-
ment and support of family life, whether 
at home, in the church, or in the com-
munity. We  strive to eradicate hardship, 
loneliness and inequality. So, to give a 
donation of 25 blankets to Erica’s Place 
residents on Mandela Day seemed ap-
propriate. The Ven Alex Ernest, our priest, 
blessed the blankets before delivery.

We are happy that these seniors, who 
have experienced much trauma, can now 
all be warm when watching TV in the 
common room. Prior to this, only some of 
them could.
As a group of just six senior ladies, four 
of them octogenarians, we couldn’t have 
tackled the project alone. We thus wish to 

express our heart-felt appreciation to the 
parishioners of St John’s who supported 
us so gladly and generously. 

- Emelia Francis 
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We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
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C.S. Lewis “Though our feelings come and go, God’s love for us does not.”

Tristan da Cunha’s eldest 
resident celebrates her 

100th birthday
Helen Rogers is the oldest person on the Island of Tristan da Cunha and 
turned 100 years old on 6 September 2018. She is a widow and had 8 
children of which 5 are still alive. She has only left the island during the 
evacuation in the early 1960’s when the volcano erupted, other than that 
she has spent her entire life there. She celebrated with family and friends 
from the island as well as those who arrived on the SA Agulhas 2. The Rt 
Revd Garth Counsell called her on her birthday to bring birthday greetings 
from the diocese.    

Developing a curriculum for youth 
on caring for creation

Leaders from across the Province of Southern Africa Youth Council 
gathered in Cape Town with the Green Anglicans team to work on a 
curriculum for youth. We were honoured to have the Provincial Youth 
Chaplain, and Diocesan youth workers from Cape Town, Natal, Mat-
losane as well as local youth members. 

The material covered the theology of caring for creation and how young 
people can act practically to change their lifestyles. A group have been 
working on the materials for several months and now was the time to 
share the draft materials with Anglican youth leaders and chaplains for 
their feedback on how it might best work for their context. Great ideas 
and resources were shared and the programme will soon be piloted 
and then roll out in 2019. 

The group shared an outdoor Eucharist with the Revd Shaun Cozett 
and we ended the day with a braai. We welcomed Bino Makalanyane 
who is the chair of PYC and will be joining the Green Anglicans team.

St Mark’s donates to 
Ons Plek

Lee-Anne Dollie gave us a brief overview of the work done at Ons Plek in 
Mowbray, our designated charity. Its a residential child and youth care centre 
for girls, specialising in the development and therapeurtic services for those 
who have lived, worked or begged on the streets of Cape Town. There are 35 
girls in their care and their main goal is family reunification and integration 
into main stream society. “Once the children have crossed the threshold, 
they are not there as street children, but as children looking for a new place 
in society,” said Pam, the director. The guests and parishioners were asked 
to donate a woman’s hygiene product and we had a wonderful response of 2 
full boxes and 4 cartons. - Errol Gardner
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