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Anglicans Ablaze 2020: “It was the best 
of times, it was the worst of times ...”

The title sums up the last seven months for Growing the 
Church. We were in the final stages of organising the 
Anglicans Ablaze 2020 International Conference due to 
take place from 23 to 26 September with 2500 being 
anticipated – 1000 being young people, and 100 chil-
dren for the very first time. 

Then Coronavirus showed up and soon we were locked 
down. Then a colleague said to me, “With all the sad-
ness about AA 2020 being postponed, why don’t we 
run a small conference, just to meet the strong need?” 
Joy and excitement returned and soon the small confer-
ence became a major conference over 3 days: 24 to 26 
September!

A most exciting time was had by everyone, with lots of 
questions asked! There were 5 sessions with 2 plenar-
ies in each, and we had several foci: Disciple-Making; 
Children’s ministry; Youth Ministry; The Needs of Clergy; 
Spiritual Renewal; Church Growth; Gender-based Vio-
lence; Creation Care; Leadership Development and Al-
pha. There were 26 speakers in all. Some were collabo-
rative sessions and there were two panels.  Four of our 
Bishops were speakers on panels, among others. The 

international speakers were: Revd Dennis Nthenge and 
Ms Irene Sebastian from Kenya; Revd Robert Sihubwa 
from Zambia; Ms Jo Saxton from UK; Revd Nicky Gum-
bel from UK and Revd James Mallon from the Catholic 
Church in Canada. 

So what was the outcome? Ask those who attend-
ed – a staggering average of 8,228 people per ses-
sion, at each of the 5 sessions! Or 16,457 per day 
over 2.5 days! To say that we were “blown away!” is 
an understatement, and we give God all the glory. 
The best is to experience the sessions for yourselves 
– here is the Youtube link: https://www.youtube.
com/results?search_query=Anglicans+Ablaze  And 
the Conference pack link:  https://drive.google.com/
drive/folders/1s1Ur3X-DqESVNa7oe9E3JbKfE3lOlKi-
?usp=sharing.

This is what a few people had to say:
MRS DAWN ROEMS, CAPE TOWN: The conference 
was a huge encouragement in ‘Covid’. I was challenged 
when one of the speakers said “When you talk to your 
neighbours, do you love them enough to speak about 
God to them?”                                      continues on page 4    

Revd Thabang from St John’s Wynberg and his wife, Khwezi Bengani involve their whole family in the 
GtC Children’s Ministry.  Their children are Thendo and Amo and the family are performing a skit. 
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Zig Ziglar “You don’t have to be great to start, but you have to start to be great.”
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Printed by: 

When we seek God’s guidance we look for a sign, 
instead we should seek His presence.  Signs are 

temporary and can be misinterpreted or not seen at all. 
Guidance comes from our ongoing relationship with 

God. He wants us to know Him and have a permanent 
relationship with Him. 

“My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest” 
(Ex. 33:14). 

He gives us guidance when we seek it in faith through 
His Word; cirumstances; through our spiritually 

enlightened judgement and through the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit. 

God does not point the way, He leads it. 

Love and Light, Rebecca

EDITORIALCLASSIFIEDS
Archbishop’s 

Education 
Endowment Fund for 

Theological Education
Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the 

future of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 

donation.
 

A sum of 
R1 483 201.67

has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

Scan QR code with your mobile and learn 
more about the Diocese of Cape Town

Western Cape religious leaders engage in a ‘silent 
performance’ against COVID-19 corruption

‘CORRUPTION IS NOT OUR HERITAGE’: The South African Council of Churches organised a countrywide campaign against corruption linked to 
COVID-19 in September 2020. Church leaders protested in groups of 15 and alternated to comply with the COVID-19 protocols. Some stood on the 
steps of St George’s Cathedral and others in front of the provincial paliament building.                                 Photographer: the Revd Ronald Muller 

Enough is Enough GBV: DCT Bernard Mizeki Guild
Members of the ST BERNARD MIZEKI MEN’S 
Guild in the Diocese of Cape Town took a stand 
to denounce gender- based violence especial-
ly in the Cape Town townships.

The Guilders conducted a peaceful pavement 
demonstration in front of St Mary Magdalene 
Anglican church in Gugulethu. As the nation 
bleeds from the scourge of GBV pandemic 
with increased killing, rape and abuse of 
women and children whilst at the same time 
celebrates the month of August as Women’s 
month, the Guilders opted to add its voice to 

end the scourge of violence against women 
and children. Waving placards denouncing 
GBV, the Guilders picketed at the corner of NY2 
and NY3 outside the premises of the popular 
Anglican church- on Saturday 8 August.

“Stop Violence Against Women & Children “, 
“Break the Silence and Stand against GBV”, 
“Real man do not abuse”, “Men Stop Killing and 
Raping Women “, “Men must protect women 
and children”, these are just some of the mes-
sages that were shared on the day. GBV is a 
scourge that is terrorizing the society. 

The Guilders pleaded to all men to stand up 
and pledge solidarity in condemning GBV. 
Guilders appealed to all men to be responsible 
and trusted by their families.

The Guilders appealed to the justice system 
to uphold its mandate, all perpetrators of GBV 
must be arrested and tighter sentences must 
be implemented. GBV cases must be prior-
itized in court. There must be no bail for any-
one raping and killing a woman or child.

continues on page 3
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Brian Tracy “The future belongs to the competent. Get good, get better, be the best.”

A new day has dawned
I want to thank God for your 
faithfulness in very adverse 
circumstances that we had 

have to deal with, but through God’s love and 
grace we are still standing.

This diocese has come through a tough time 
of a longer than usual interregnum that was 
impacted by the COVID 19 pandemic. We will 
unfortunately have to live with this pandemic 
for a long time and should therefore be vigi-
lant. As we are functioning in the COVID 19 
pandemic how does God want us as church to 
operate in a time like this?

We are very grateful that we are able to wor-
ship in our church buildings once again, 
though there are restrictions in the form of the 
wearing of masks, social distancing, washing 
of hands, congregations of up to 250 people 
or half the capacity and singing with masks 
on, we can still worship in person or follow 
services via social media. 

We can have funeral services with 100 people 
in attendance. Our diocesan offices are open 
and we are hard at work. Yes, we’ve moved a 
long way from level 5 when everything was 
basically closed.

I am grateful to have Archbishop Thabo to 
mentor me as I start my episcopal ministry 
and the phrase that is being used constantly 
in our weekly meeting as we discern God’s will 
for us as a diocese is that we need to move 
from ‘maintenance to mission.’ This will be the 
core of my vision for our time together.   

In our response to this new reality, we needed 
to look at how we can do things differently 
and move effectively. It gave us an opportu-
nity to look at decisions that might have been 
made some time ago, but now needs imple-
mentation. 

1. One of those decisions was our office space. 

At a Diocesan Standing Committee (DSC) 
meeting in 2016, we passed a resolution to 
look for new office space which will be more 
accessible and user friendly. I am pleased to 
report that at our last DSC meeting on 12 Sep-
tember 2020, we have decided to move the 
diocesan administration from Zonnebloem to 
the Braehead House in Kenilworth. This new 
location provides in all our needs and we hope 
to be fully operational from there as of the be-
ginning of 2021. Watch this space!

2. We have also decided at this meeting to 
extend the focus of Fikelela, so that it can be-
come the social responsibility arm of our dio-
cese. Much planning and visioning needs to 
happen, but it’s immediate focus should be to 
look at ways of how the church can play a role 
in combatting gender-based violence.

3. After much discernment and prayers, we 
hope to do a number of nominations in par-
ishes with vacancies so that the positions of 
rector or priest in charge can be filled. 

We congratulate Mfundis Siyabulela Gidi who 
was appointed as the new rectory of St Mary 
Magdalene, Gugulethu as of the beginning of 
January 2021.  

4. Now that our churches are open, we have 
drawn up guidelines for sacramental min-
istries to take place. I am sure that there are 
many of you who cannot wait for your child to 
be baptized or confirmed or have a wedding 
ceremony where you can invite enough peo-
ple to the church service. 

5. We had a very fruitful Synod of Bishops and 
Provincial Standing Committee (PSC) meet-
ing, both were virtual and it was such a bless-
ing how technology could bring people from 
all over our province (S.A., Lesotho, Swaziland, 
St Helena, Mozambique, Namibia and Angola) 
together. 

6. We thank God for Archbishop Thabo’s pro-
phetic leadership in this very difficult time. 
Thank you your grace!

7. I want to urge all clergy and parish leader-
ship to have All Soul Day services as we give 
thanks to God for the lives of all who have died 
during this pandemic and those who could 
not say a proper farewell.

John said in Revelation 21:5b ‘Behold I am 
making all things new.’  

Let’s join hands in God’s journey with us of 
newness and renewal as we move forward to 
do God’s mission in this world.

+Joshua Louw
Table Bay

From the Bishop’s Desk

Enough is Enough GBV from page 2: 
This was supported by a petition that was submitted via 
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba’s office to the office of West-
ern Cape Government Safety Minister. 

The petition highlighted the impact of the GBV pandemic 
in our communities and the society at large. It also high-
lighted the demands for the justice system to tighten the 
implementation strategies in fighting and  ending GBV in 
our society.

- Sithembiso G Mbuqe
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St Andrew’s Newlands Morning Market with a difference

At St Andrew’s we understand that part of our 
call to Mission and Ministry is to reach out be-
yond ourselves in service to others. Through 
our Ministry to The Needy (MTN) – our out-
reach programme – we regularly support 14 
charities and projects:

The Parent Centre, Fikelela Aids Project, Kh-
anyisa School for Mentally Challenged Teenag-
ers, Woodside Special Care Unit for Mentally 
Handicapped, Noluthando School for the Deaf, 
The Homestead for Street Children, Liliyhaven 
Place for the Aged, Saartjie Baartman Centre, 
St Anne’s Homes for Mothers and Babies, U-
Turn, Leliebloem House for Children, Masicorp, 
Noah, and COVID Food parcels.

Every year we raise about one third of our 
outreach funding through our Annual Morn-
ing Market in November. This year, due to 
Covid-19, it became clear that it would be ir-
responsible to run our event “as normal”, and 
so we developed a virtual Morning Market. 
We are selling donated goods via a Facebook 
Group Page “St. Andrew’s Newlands Morning 
Market”. In addition to this, various challenges 
are being shared: one of our retired clergy, af-

ter having money stollen from their account 
donated the amount returned by the bank to 
the Morning Market, challenging other parish-
ioners to give a similar amount, which has so 
far raised just over R39,000; another parishion-
er approached a few of us to ride the Greyton 
Pie Run, a 78km circular dirt road cycle from 
Greyton to Riviersonderend and back, which 
has raised just over R23,000 in sponsorships; 
and so we are well on our way to raising the 
needed R200,000 target for our market!

The Pie Run got the rector and five parishion-
ers onto their mountain bikes in challenging 
weather. The ride out was an easy one with 
the wind at our backs that made the day look 
deceptively easy! The return was directly into 
a strong (someone … possibly our rector … 
suggested gale-force!) westerly wind, which 
made the biggest climb of the day a real chal-
lenge. 

Every cent of sponsorship was earned in 
sweat and perseverance: with up to R50 a kil-
ometre at stake there was lots of motivation 
to struggle on and complete the event. 

We are hugely thankful to our sponsors and 
to our fellow-Parishioners, family and friends 
for all the support we received; and we are 
strengthened by the knowledge that our ef-
forts will impact positively on the lives of oth-
ers less well-resourced than ourselves in the 
greater Cape Town environment during 2021.

PIE RUN: Left to Right -(pic 1)  Rob Coome, Tim de Villiers, Caroline de Villiers, Mark Long; (pic 2) Caroline de Villiers; (pic 3) Jim te Water Naude and 
(pic 4)  Tim de Villiers and (pic 5 - bottom right) Mark Long, Rob Coombe, and Chris King.

AA 2020 from page 1: 
JOHN (& NONA BAKER), DIOCESE OF PRETORIA: “As a 77-year-old, 
God continues to use us at our age. Encouraged especially by the ses-
sion on ‘Disciple Making’, we now want to make disciples who make 
disciples!”

NOMGIDI MGOBHOZA, QWA-QWA: “The talks and explanations on 
living a Jesus-shaped life and the testimonies have revived my spirit. 
How will my life be after this conference?  I will continuously extend 
a Jesus-shaped life to my family, church and neighbourhood with the 
‘Rooted in Jesus’ programme.

NQOBILE NGCOBO, CATHOLIC CHURCH, CAPE TOWN: “It was a pleas-
ure to share at Anglicans Ablaze about the ways in which the church can 

still reach out in this season through Alpha. Thank you to the AA2020 
Team as well as GtC for hosting this event!”

Did we have any challenges? Yes! The conference price was deliberately 
kept low. And it was free for those who could not afford it under Covid. 
However only a very few people contributed financially towards the 
conference and at this point we are unable to pay for all our conference 
expenses. We hope that those who can contribute will consider doing 
so – R50, R100 or R200 please so that our expenses can be paid. We also 
hope that parishes will also consider giving a gift please. 

Thank you very much!
Our Bank details: Growing the Church T&T, Standard Bank, 
Constantia, Account no: 243 374 151, Branch Code 051001.
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Brian Tracy“Imagine your life is perfect in every respect; what would it look like?.”

Snippets from Provincial Standing Committee (PSC)
Among decisions taken by the Provincial Standing Committee at its 
annual meeting in the last week of September 2020:
• Elective assemblies to fill episcopal vacancies in four dioceses – 
Kimberley & Kuruman, Lesotho, Natal and Zululand – are to be held 
“virtually”. The assemblies have been delayed by coronavirus lockdowns. 
PSC resolved that Archbishop Thabo Makgoba will issue mandates to 
Vicars-General in each Diocese “to summon the Elective Assembly to 
meet in a Virtual Gathering, by Video Conferencing, if necessary.”

• In view of restrictions on funerals and travel during the coronavirus, 
clergy are reminded of “the importance of the service of ‘Commemora-
tion of the Faithful Departed’ as a pastoral opportunity to provide com-
fort and support to those who mourn.”

• PSC rejected a proposal to explore holding “virtually” the Lambeth 
Conference, the once-a-decade meeting of bishops and their spouses 
from around the world. This year’s Lambeth Conference has been post-
poned until 2022, as a result of which ACSA’s Provincial Synod, originally 
due to meet in 2022, will be held next year.

• PSC expressed its gratitude to the SA Council of Churches for its lead-
ership during the lockdown in South Africa and its initiatives on a basic 
income grant, corruption and gender-based violence.

• The Palestinian Study Group set up after last year’s Provincial Synod 
was asked to prepare a presentation and resources on “the daily reality 
of the situation” in Palestine for dioceses and parishes.

PSC calls on Govts to ‘Build Back Better’ after Covid-19
The following resolution was approved by the recent meeting of ASCA’s 
Provincial Standing Committee: This PSC, noting:
The Corona pandemic has exposed the deep health and economic 
inequalities in our nations. “The virus has exposed the unsustainable 
foundations on which it is built… that must be urgently fixed,” said 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu. We cannot go back to ‘business as usual’ 
once COVID-19 is under control. We need a new vision. Our call is for a 

more just and fair world, for humans and for the web of life on which we 
depend. The challenge is to envision a different post COVID19 society “a 
more equitable future, a more just future, a gentler future”. (Archbishop 
Thabo). We need to use the post COVID19 rebuild period to implement 
goals of wellbeing and sustainability, ending inequality and environ-
mental destruction.

Our present lifestyle and economic system is severely dysfunctional, 
resulting in environmental destruction, causing climate change and ex-
tinction of millions species. The resultant breakdown of our life support 
systems is causing increasing inequality, poverty and migration.

Resolves to:
a) Call upon our Governments to implement the Basic Income Grant to 
reduce abject poverty and malnutrition.
b) Call for post COVID-19 Government spending to prioritise job crea-
tion in green jobs in the following areas:
· Clean power: Invest in local small scale renewable mini-grid energy 
solutions. End fossil fuel subsidies immediately
· Invest in public transpor: Increase funding for safe, efficient and af-
fordable public transport, which includes electric vehicles.
· Deliver energy efficient homes: Build new houses which are energy 
efficient and retrofit existing buildings.
· Food security: Invest in more sustainable and nature-based climate 
resilient solutions. Encourage farmers to move away from industrial 
farming practices to agroecological systems, supporting small scale 
farmers and promoting home food gardens.
· Avoid rollbacks of environmental protection legislation and en-
sure foreign economic assistance is used to support resilient and car-
bon neutral recovery and development.
· Land and marine sanctuaries: Support the call for 30% of land and 
coastal waters to be set aside as sanctuaries to save critically threatened 
terrestrial and marine life.

Respectfully requests: Each member of PSC to sign an open letter to 
the Heads of State in the countries served by the Anglican Church of 
Southern Africa, delivering this resolution.

The Archbishop’s Award for Peace with Justice was conferred upon OR 
Tambo, posthumously, and on the Revd Keith Griffiths at a service mark-
ing the 150th anniversary of the Province on Tuesday 22nd September 
2020. The service was hosted in the Bishopscourt chapel in Cape Town, 
joined by a representative of the Tambo family at the Diocese of Johan-
nesburg. 

The service was held under conditions of coronavirus lockdown during 
the annual meeting of the Provincial Standing Committee. The citation 
for Mr Tambo, leader of the ANC in exile, noted that he attended Holy 
Cross Mission School at Flagstaff, then went on to study at St. Peter’s 
School, Rosettenville, and to live in Beda Hall, the Anglican hostel at the 
University of Fort Hare. 

“The life of Oliver Tambo was rooted in his Christian faith and in the An-
glican Church,” the citation added. Father Trevor Huddleston became 
his “religious model” and Bishop Ambrose Reeves accepted him for or-
dination training. But his arrest ahead of the Treason Trial, then being 
sent into exile, thwarted him.  

Mr Tambo was also credited with winning over leaders of the World 
Council of Churches to support the liberation struggle. The citation for 
Father Griffiths said his devotion to liturgy and liturgical renewal has 
been central to his ministry. “He has served on the Steering Committee 
of the International Anglican Liturgical Consultation and was recently 
elected as its Chairperson,”  the citation continued.

“He loves all things liturgical and is willing to experiment with new lit-
urgies, always meticulous in ensuring that the words and the flow of 
worship fit well together. His dedication to preparing worship and litur-
gies for Provincial Synod and Provincial Standing Committee has been 
exemplary.

“Across the Christian Church in Southern Africa, Keith is known as a 
pastor with an ecumenical spirit. He is well respected for his work with 
Ekklesia and the publication of Word and Worship, which focuses on 
the Revised Common Lectionary. His ability to write, edit and distribute 
liturgical resources is phenomenal and he ensures that areas that are 
difficult to reach are not left behind.”

ACSA 150th anniversary: 
Revd Keith Griffiths receives OR Tambo award
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Johann W Von Goethe “Knowing is not enough; we must apply. Wishing is not enough; we must do.”

To the Laos - to the people of God
The top deliberative body 
of our church in Southern 
Africa between our three-
yearly Provincial Synods is 

the Provincial Standing Com-
mittee (PSC), which meets annually at the end 
of September. This year’s meeting was unique 
for two reasons: firstly as a consequence of 
the coronavirus we had to hold it virtually, 
with more than 100 people linked up on video 
screens from diocesan hubs as far away as An-
gola and northern Mozambique; and second-
ly in 2020 we are celebrating the inauguration 
of the Province in 1870.

Our 150th anniversary is indeed a momentous 
milestone, and as we look back over the dec-
ades we can see that what has been achieved 
is nothing short of God-inspired. From the five 
founding dioceses of the Province – those of 
Cape Town, Grahamstown, Maritzburg (now 
Natal), Saint Helena and Bloemfontein (now 
Free State) – we have grown to 29, covering 
not only South Africa but Angola, eSwatini 
(Swaziland) Lesotho, Namibia and Mozam-
bique. We have touched the lives of count-
less people from all walks of life and played 
a pivotal role in the shaping of our respective 
societies through the leadership and sacrifices 
made by many Anglicans. And in an exciting 
development which we heard about at PSC, 
the existing four dioceses in Mozambique and 
Angola plan to multiply into 12 and, in time, 
to form their own Province with Portuguese as 
their lingua franca.

To celebrate both our history and our present 
reality, I am launching a Sesquicentennial 
Campaign to raise funds to digitise our church 
records and archives. Over the past century-
and-a-half we have generated immense quan-
tities of written and printed material, from 
liturgies and records of celebrations to St He-
lena’s parish baptism registers dating to 1680, 
to letters from David Livingstone and James 
Calata, to Charles Johnson’s letterbooks from 
Zululand, to the angry letters of Desmond 
Tutu to P W Botha in the 1980s, to documents 
on the clash that Archbishop Njongo had 
with Madiba in the late 1990s. Wits University, 
which has kept our archives for more than 80 
years, is running out of space; not only that, 

but numbers of our parishes and dioceses are 
now keeping only electronic records, neces-
sitating a complete overhaul of our archival 
systems. 

The aim is that this Campaign will become an 
ever-evolving record of the life of the Anglican 
Church in Southern Africa, an easily-accessible 
resource for researchers and Anglican lay peo-
ple and one which enhances the theological 
formation of our clergy. Please support this 
campaign with your prayers and financial con-
tributions. 

Diocesan representatives brought a diverse 
and encouraging range of issues to PSC: pov-
erty and inequality; “Building Back Better” af-
ter COVID-19; gender-based violence and the 
patriarchy that underlies it; the integrity of the 
environment; the evil of racism which lives on 
in some of our schools; and domestic matters 
such as the need to hold “virtual” elective as-
semblies online to fill episcopal vacancies in 
the dioceses of Kimberley & Kuruman, Leso-
tho, Natal and Zululand.

You can read more detail in the news section 
of the Provincial website (https://anglican-
churchsa.org/category/news-notices/news/) 

but at the heart of all our efforts is the need 
to move our church from maintenance to mis-
sion, for our ecclesiology is sound and rele-
vant only if it is missiological. Mission is about 
people and where we live and move and have 
our being. Hence we must care not only for 
human life but for the whole of God’s creation, 
not as an optional extra but as a focus essen-
tial to the future of human life on our planet. 
As we end the Season of Creation, have you 
used the season to give back to future genera-
tions? 

One way of contributing to the mission of the 
Church is to invest in the theological formation 
of all our people, from infants at baptism to 
the elderly in their last years. Anglicans Ablaze 
this year played its missional and teaching role 
online and the College of the Transfiguration 
(Cott) does it for ordinands. Please remember 
to give generously on Theological Sunday to 
the work and ministry of Cott. 

Also commit to your own theological nurture, 
reading and discussing scripture to under-
stand current concerns about the effects of 
patriarchy in church and society, and doing 
your part in naming it and rooting it out. Ask 
your clergy to help you with resources such as 
contextual Bible studies. 

Let us also pay heed to what Pope Francis says 
in his new encyclical, in which he warns us that 
the “magic theories” associated with what he 
calls the “dogma of neoliberal faith” is not re-
solving the inequality which is threatening the 
fabric of societies in many parts of the planet. 
What steps might you and your parish, as indi-
viduals and families, take towards transform-
ing elements of our local economies which 
annihilate instead of nurturing abundant life? 

Finally, a very happy birthday to Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond, who as I write turns 89, 
and to Mama Leah, who also has a birthday 
in a few days. I pray with him regularly, and I 
know he also prays for you.

God bless.

†† Thabo Cape Town

Communique from the Synod of Bishops
To the beloved People of God,

Grace and peace to you!
September 2020

The Synod of Bishops met virtually by video 
conferencing from Bishopscourt and Diocesan 
Centres from Monday 21 September to Tues-

day 22 September 2020 as result of the chal-
lenging times prompted by Covid-19. Despite 
these difficulties there is much to be celebrat-
ed in the Province for faithful and committed 
service throughout the 150 years of our histo-
ry in a world of human failure, corruption and 

violence. The Service of Celebration on Sun-
day 20 September 2020 with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury was witnessed by many people 
across the Province and the 
Anglican Communion.
                                              continues on page 7
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Maya Angelou“We may encounter many defeats but we must not be defeated.”

Synod of bishops from page 6: Synod 
began with Morning Prayer, where we heard a 
homily from the Rt Revd Luke Pato, Bishop of 
Namibia, on the Season of Creation. 

The emphasis on Eden as a place of commun-
ion with God and harmony with the created 
order set the scene for a discussion of issues of 
violence, injustice, corruption and inequality, 
which are prevalent in our countries.

The Archbishop welcomed the Bishop of Table 
Bay, the Rt Revd Joshua Louw, who was at-
tending Synod for the first time. The present-
ing Bishops, the Rt Revd Margaret Vertue and 
the Rt Revd Raphael Hess, reported on Bishop 
Joshua’s Consecration and Installation to bring 
on board those bishops who could not attend 
the service. Comments were made about the 
beauty of the liturgy, its awe and reverence. 

Also in attendance at Synod were three Vicars-
General, the Very Revd Tanki Mofana from 
Lesotho, the Very Revd Carol Starkey from 
Kimberley and Kuruman and the Very Revd 
Ndabezinhle Sibisi from Natal. The Archbishop 
expressed his appreciation for the quality of 
leadership displayed by the Vicars-General, es-
pecially in Natal where there had been some 
serious challenges.

Synod met against the backdrop of COVID-19 
and reflected on the impact of the pandemic 
and lockdown on families and the mission and 
ministry of the Church. Synod shared experi-
ences and struggles of people and churches as 
a result of COVID. Most parishes adopted “vir-
tual worship” initiatives by offering services via 
Facebook, YouTube, WhatsApp and the like. 
Lesotho opened a new radio station. 

The biggest challenge was the inability to 
retain all stipendiary Clergy on the payroll 
in some Dioceses. It was suggested that our 
church must learn to move away from cash 
collections to swipe machines as many organi-
sations already do that. 

Synod received preliminary reports on the 
Archbishop’s Commissions on Human Sexual-
ity, Safe and Inclusive Church and on the elec-
tion of Women to the Episcopate.

The Archbishop’s Commission on Human Sex-
uality called on the bishops to note that the 
issue of Human Sexuality concerns more than 
the question of Same-Sex Unions. It is a hu-
man experience involving physical, emotional 
and spiritual dimensions that require theo-
logical, structural and social responses from 
the Church. It was noted with sadness that in 
most Dioceses clergy are reluctant to discuss 
this issue. 

It was recommended that the Pastoral Guide-
lines for Same-Sex Unions be completed as a 

matter of urgency. The Commission further 
revealed that of one million babies born in 
South Africa in 2019, 60% are from single par-
ents and of those, about 40% were cared for 
by women alone. 

Many men do not take the responsibility of 
family and children. Gender-based Violence 
(GBV) is also a result of this kind of behaviour.

Bishop Margaret Vertue addressed the Bishops 
on GBV and highlighted that it escalated dur-
ing lockdown, especially during the first few 
weeks. It was recommended that adequate 
teaching and awareness-raising on abuse be 
offered to men and then children. 

There is a great need for perpetrators and the 
Church as a whole to repent for its complic-
ity and silence in the face of Gender-based 
Violence. Male priests have often in the past 
tended to take sides with perpetrators, so de-
termined are they to save marriages. As a re-
sult, victims are forced to declare forgiveness 
for perpetrators against their will or when they 
are not yet ready to do so. The Church needs 
eyes to see the problem, ears to hear the vic-
tims and big hearts to respond with courage 
and compassion. 

Synod was strongly challenged to be inten-
tional in its efforts to improve the participa-
tion of women in the leadership of the Church. 
Much more attention needs to be given toe-
stablishing and strengthening support mech-
anisms for women. The election of women to 
the episcopate needs to be discussed in the 
context of wider gender conversations.

The Dioceses in Mozambique and Angola up-
dated Synod members on the vision for the 
formation of a Portuguese-speaking Province. 

Synod reaffirmed its support for the vision. 
We also heard of the plight of victims of ter-
rorism in Cabo Delgado and Central regions. 
The Synod was informed of the creation of the 
Anglican Peace and Reconciliation Initiative 
for Mozambique and Angola (APRIMA), which 
has its aim spreading the gospel message 
by physically sharing life with the displaced, 
channelling Christian and humanitarian soli-
darity to the affected and developing commu-
nity dialogue. 

The team from APRIMA appreciated the en-
couragement and support given for these de-
velopments and appealed to Synod for more 
support.

Synod expressed its deepest gratitude to the 
team that put together and managed the 
technology for video conferencing, including 
the Ven Grant Walters, Quintin Christian and 
his team. Everything worked exceptionally 
well.

We commend you to God’s love and keeping, 
and ask you to remember us in prayer as we 
meet in Provincial Standing Committee to dis-
cern God’s will as we grapple with the critical 
issues that face us as Church.

“To him who is able to keep you from falling, 
and to make you stand without blemish in the 

presence of his glory with rejoicing – to the only 
God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
be glory, majesty, power and authority, before 

all time and now and forever! Amen.”
— Jude 24-25



We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website:   www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper 
or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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Steve Jobs “If you are working on something that you really care about, you don’t have to be pushed. The vision pulls you.”

A State of Disaster was de-
clared in March 2020, three 
days before the schools were 
due to close for the first school 
term. This was in response to 
the outbreak of Covid-19 dis-

ease which has affected all aspects of life as 
we know it, and so much remains uncertain 
and confusing.  Schooling is one of the areas 
most significantly affected.  

The Matric-year is a very anxious time for 
most learners at the best of times.  The 2020 
year has been no different except with an 
unprecedented twist to it.  The experience 
of lockdown meant no face-to-face teaching 
and learning for an extended period of time. 
New ways of accessing learning materials and 
communicating with teachers were hurriedly 
devised.

Sadly, many of you are experiencing high lev-
els of anxiety, disappointment, worry, and the 
feeling of mental trauma due to your sense of 
insecurity.   Fear and the enormity of respon-
sibility being overwhelmed by the amount 
of catchup which you still have to do. This is 
quite normal under these extraordinary cir-
cumstances. For you a dream has come true; 
the end of a school career. Yet, it is only the be-
ginning of an adventurous journey of discov-
ery towards who you really are and want to 
be. What does life hold for each of you? Only 
time will tell. We could wish for you nothing 
better than the success you desire for yourself 
and have worked for, and every success and 
happiness for your future. We salute and thank 
all your teachers who have so gallantly jour-
neyed the long hard road with you in prepara-
tion for this moment. We know that the class 
of 2020 will do us all proud. So, let us unite in 
prayer for them and their parents at this time.

Finally, the newspapers and social media have 
regularly reported on what adults were experi-
encing during lockdown. But the voices of our 
learners have, and still are, silent on the mat-
ter. It is, therefore, difficult to know what they 
are feeling, and in view of this, a questionnaire 
was designed and sent to high schools in the 
four dioceses of the Anglican Church in the 
Western Cape.  

The questionnaire consisted of six questions 
essentially centering around the (1) mental 
and emotional state of learners during the 
lockdown; (2) appropriate study space at 
home; (3) nature of the support from their 
school; (4) what benefit did they derive out 
of the support they received;  (5) who/what 

has been of great help during this time of 
COVID-19 and;  (6) their readiness for the final 
exams.

Below are unedited responses to the ques-
tions asked of them:
Diocese of False Bay  (FB)
Diocese of Saldanha Bay (SB)
Diocese of Cape Town  (CT)
Diocese  of George (GD)
 
1(FB) Initially lockdown instilled a bit of fear 
in me, when school re-opened at first, I didn’t 
really want to go back to school because of 
the virus, I felt like my life would be in danger, 
but as I eased into the new normal at school, I 
started feeling safer.
1(CT) It affected me quite big, because I 
couldn’t cope with everything especially with 
the online schooling it was quite difficult but I 
got through it with God’s help.
1(SB) The lockdown period has challenged 
my life, it affected me mentally, physically and 
emotionally. Almost the whole of my school-
ing years I’ve never worked online and that 
was a challenge in my life.
1(GD) Die grendeltydperk het my as person 
baie angstig en onseker laat voel oor hoe 
dinge gaan werk en grootendeels oor my 
matriekjaar en die eksamenstress. 

2(FB) I had lots of space to study and my mom 
helped me in rearranging my room for me to 
study better.
2(CT) My mother helped me a lot if I needed 
to do something on the internet for research 
or to do a task, and that made it a bit easier 
for me to study at home and keep up with my 
schooling.
2(SB) My parents helped me in every possible 
way they could, they ensured that I had my 
own space everyday to work.
2(GD) Ons is n groot gesin maar ek het probeer 
om altyd die beste van ‘n slegte saak te maak.

3(FB) They have interacted with us via social 
media such as WhatsApp groups, they would 
send us lessons in order for us keep up with 
the curriculum.
3(CT) WhatsApp groups and videos to explain. 
Work was sent everyday so we could keep up 
with our school work.
3(SB) We had WhatsApp groups which was 
used to send us work.  It helped most of the 
time but sometimes it felt that my questions 
were unanswered.  

3(GD) Onderwysers het vir ons op WhatsApp 
skoolwerk deurgegee. As ek nie iets verstaan 
het nie kon ek die vakopvoeder ‘n boodskap 

stuur en kry ‘n verduideliking.
4(FB) I have had access to many resources to 
assist me with my finals, like extra classes, ac-
cess to materials on the free Vodacom e-learn-
ing site and I have more faith now that I can 
write my finals from the 5th of November 2020 
and my mind is 100% focused on finishing my 
“strange matric year”
4(CT) I always thought to school to be never-
minded but was proven wrong, they were 
very supportive.
4(SB) The support I received form my educa-
tors helped me a lot even though it was not 
enough but it helped me to at least get my 
mind in operating mode.
4(GD) My skoolwerk was nooit agter nie en ek 
het altyd op hoogte van sake gebly. Dit het my 
meer gerus laat voel.

5(FB) I would have to say my mom, my teach-
ers, my community and my friends….they 
keep me sane when my mom nags on my 
head lol. 
5(CT) My mother supported me the most dur-
ing this stressful year and also my family and 
friends and most of all God supported me.
5(SB) My parents mostly, but I must give a 
huge thanks to my language and mathemat-
ics educators. Their support had been the 
best ever.  Our educators send us documents 
which we needed to download and complete 
exercises.
5(GD) Die hele personeel het ons as leerders 
goed ondersteun. Die prinsipaal was my hoof 
bron van motivering.

6(FB) I think that I am almost ready, hopefully I 
do well in the mock exams. You are never fully 
prepared for anything all that you can do is 
your best and pray and believe that you can 
achieve anything , but I do feel prepared.
6(CT) On certain subjects I feel like I’ve got 
that in the bag but with languages and maths 
I need assistance. I’m good to go.  I feel I’ve 
done enough.
6(SB) I’m honestly a bit scared. It feels as if I’m 
going blank already and as if things are not 
going to work out. But they say hard work 
pays off.  
6(GD) Op die oomblik voel ek goed voorbere-
id met die leermateriaal wat ek het maar daar 
is genoeg tyd om nog deur sekere werk te leer.

This is an edited report, to read the full text, log 
in to www.ctdiocese.org.za 

Walter Mercuur
Regional Director (Western Cape) 
Anglican Board of Education – 
Southern Africa

Slay the ‘Matric Exam’ dragon


