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On Thursday 8 August, a group of 40 St George’s 
Grammar School (SGGS) Grade 10 – 12 girls attended 
the inaugural Sophy Gray Memorial Gathering.

The gathering was hosted by the school’s past pupil 
association, the Old Georgian Union (OGU) in one of 
the school’s halls. As this year marks 30 years since 
girls were first enrolled at St George’s, it was fitting to 
celebrate Georgian girls and their achievements, Sophy 
Gray and Women’s Day.

In August 1988, the then Headmaster, Paul Cannon, 
made a surprising, if not controversial, announcement 
to parents that girls would be enrolled from 1989. In 
the interview with the Cape Times Mr Cannon remarked 
that “the change was one of the results of a re-evalu-
ation of teaching methods at the school to make them 
more relevant to a changing society”. Research at the 
time had also indicated that boys, and girls for that 
matter, did better at co-ed schools, pupils preferred co-
education and pupil-staff relationships were also better.

Since then the enrolment number of Georgian girls has 
grown steadily and today girls account for 41% of the 
pupils who enjoy the flourishing and true diverse envi-
ronment that the school offers.

It would seem that Sophy Gray, wife of the first Anglican 
Bishop of South Africa, Robert Gray, was also ahead of 
her times. Besides leaving her home country England 
in 1847 to travel on a small open-decked ship to South 
Africa, Sophy assisted Bishop Gray in establishing the 
new Cape Diocese, did administrative work, undertook 
many treacherous journeys with him across South Af-
rica and also found the time to design a good number of 
the Anglican churches built in the late 1800s.

The legacy of Sophy Gray has certainly been taken up 
by the Georgian girls and can be seen in their achieve-
ments pre and post leaving school.

Special guests at the Memorial gathering were past pu-
pils Donna Galloway, Nzinga Qunta, Michelle Basson 
and Ayesha Camroodien. 

Donna, who matriculated with exemption in 2002, was 
the first hard-of-hearing person to join the St George’s 
family. Nzinga, business news anchor on SABC News 
Channel, attended St George’s from 1993 – 2000 and 
has a Law and English Literature degree.

continues on page 3

Above: Special guest speakers at the Old Georgian 
Union Sophy Gray Memorial Gathering: Left to Right -  
Donna Galloway, Nzinga Qunta and Michelle Basson.

Below: The youngest of the guest speakers, 
Ayesha Camroodien (Class of 2012) addressing the 

Georgian girls at the Memorial Gathering.
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CLASSIFIEDS EDITORIAL
September in our hemisphere has always been the 
month of transformation as we welcome the season of 
Spring. Its a symbolic time of ‘letting go’ of the harsh 
and dark period of winter when one layers oneself to 
keep warm. The chirping of the birds signifies that crea-
tion is alive as they start building their nests to welcome 
their offspring. During spring, we witness beauty in 
motion. The landscapes are filled with an array of wild 
flowers, the air is crisp and inviting. There is an evident 
lightness in the ambience around us. 

Like Spring we need to transform too. We need to let 
go what is not ours to carry. What will your story be 
this spring, what would you like to transform in your 
life? Transformation takes time, you might not see vis-
ible changes right away, but keep moving forward to 
your goal. When we reach our goal (no matter how long 
it takes), we need to celebrate it and those who helped 
us along the way. Transformation is a process of growth, 
it can’t be hurried, and it will happen when it needs to. 

Love and Light, Rebecca
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1 Peter 2:21 “Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps.”
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       EVENTS AND NOTICES

Archbishop’s 
Education 

Endowment Fund for 
Theological 
Education

Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the fu-
ture of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 
donation.

 
A sum of 

R1 483 201.67
has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

HERITAGE DAY CELEBRATION:  on 28 September 2019, St John the 
Evangelist Crawford, will host the above with a mini disco for children plus 
boerewors rolls, waffle kiosk, coffee,  koeksisters, pickled fish, ‘waatlemoen 
konfyt vir die soet tand’ and the best potjiekos competition. 
Join us and celebrate your Heritage. For more info call Estelle Forbes at 
083 298 3254 or email estelle@distinctapproach.co.za

BINGO: St John the Evangelist Crawford, will host a Bingo afternoon on 
Saturday 5th October 2019 in the parish hall (201 Belgravia Road) 13h30 
for 14h00. Refreshments will be on sale. For further information contact the 
parish office on 0216974956 or June Barnes 0726901322.

GREYLADIES FUNDRAISER: A concert by Philadelphians Choir group 
will be held at Church of the Holy Spirit, Heiceveld on Sunday 6th October 
2019 at 15h00. Tickets available at Barbara 021 671 0820, Jay Jay 063 
769 0018. Email: greyladies@telkomsa.net, R50. Refreshments are on sale.

PARISH DANCE: St Luke’s Salt River presents a Black and White evening 
on 18th October 2019 from 20h00 - 00h45 at the Kensington Civic Centre. 
The band in attendance will be Sweet Sounds. There will be a Cheese and 
Wine from 19h00 - 20h00. Donation of R120. For tickets contact Desiree at 
079 354 2261 or Miche at 083 379 7907. 

ERRATUM: The GSS Centenary Requiem Mass takes place on 
3rd November 2019, 15h00 at Church of the Holy Spirit, Heideveld.  

DIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN GUILD OF THE 
SERVANTS OF THE SANCTUARY (GSS) 

CENTENARY MUG

The GSS is selling these mugs at R60 each in a 
box. It has the centenary logo on the front and 

the Servers Guild prayer at the back. For orders or 
queries, they may email Khile on 

knabelse@gmail.com.
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1 Peter 5:7“ ... casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.”

Dear Sisters and Brothers
Earlier this year the Angli-
can Consultative Council 
(ACC) passed a resolution 

stating: “… [T]his Conference, confident that 
God has infinite blessings and powers in store 
for those who seek them by prayer, commun-
ion, and strong endeavour, … desires sol-
emnly to affirm that the strongest and most 
immediate call to the Church is to the deep-
ening and renewal of her spiritual life; and to 
urge upon clergy of the Church so to set forth 
to the people, Christ, the incarnate Son of 
God, and the truth of His abiding presence in 
the Church and in Christian souls by the Holy 
Spirit, that all may realise and lay hold of the 
power of the indwelling Spirit to sanctify both 
soul and body, and thus, through harmony of 
[our] will with God’s will,… gain… a firmer 
serenity and a more confident hope” (ACC 
Resolution 33). 

Those of you familiar with spiritual retreats 
will know that all clergy are required to at-
tend an annual retreat as part of their spir-
itual discipline. Such a Retreat usually takes 
place over a week. Extended Retreats, (up 
to ninety days), are usually attended only by 
those in high ecclesiastical office or those 
who feel called to specialise in spiritual di-
rection or in conducting retreats. 

Many clergy will attest to how the pressure 
of work makes attending an annual retreat 
onerous. For clergy this is not an ideal situa-
tion. It is also not conducive for the continu-
ing in depth spiritual formation clergy should 
ideally be engaged in. There is now a move 
underway to encourage clergy to make thirty 
day retreats so that they can reap the spiritu-
al benefits and enhance their ministry for the 
greater good of the congregations. The aim is 
to make committing to an extended retreat 
more manageable for the clergy.  

A programme is being devised which will en-
able retreatants to attend ten day segments, 
with an appropriate time period elapsing 
between the ten day retreats. Clergy will be 
given an opportunity at our Clergy Conference 
in October to hear more about endeavour.  

Spiritual retreats are not only for the preserve 
of clergy.  There are many opportunities for 
lay people to attend a spiritual retreat. It could 
begin with a Quiet Day, a weekend away or 
a more extended period. Those people inter-
ested can contact the Centre for Christian 
Spirituality for more information.

In my first letter as Vicar General I wrote that 
an elective assembly, “focusses the minds 
and hearts of a Diocese in a time of intention-
al and intensified prayer like little else does 
as we seek the guidance of the Spirit to elect 
a new Episcopal Spiritual Leader.”  

I encouraged all of us to take to heart the 
Summons injunction: “To this end we counsel 
all within the Diocese to give themselves to 

prayer and fasting, as we shall not fail our-
selves to do, so that being of one heart and of 
one mind, and drawing near to God with one 
voice, we may obtain from [God], for the fill-
ing of this office, the blessed gifts of [a suit-
able] Ruler(s) and Pastor(s)…”  

The Elective Assembly is behind us and we 
did not elect a bishop. The speakers who 
nominated candidates did an excellent job.  
It was especially heartening to see the con-
fidence and hear the quality of the young 
clergy persons’ speeches.  If this kind of 
talent that we have is nurtured and encour-
aged then our Church is in good hands and 
it bodes well for the future as some of us set 
sail into retirement. 

There are many questions about the elec-
tive assembly and its outcome. It may not be 
what we hoped for but we are assured that 
the Holy Spirit was at work. 

In Archbishop Thabo’s words, “as a Diocese 
we have discerned.”  The discernment was to 
leave the decision of choosing the Bishop of 
Tablebay to the Electoral College of the Synod 
of Bishops.  

If an election was difficult for us as the Dio-
cese, it will be even more challenging for the 
Synod of Bishops. 

Let us as a Diocese until February 2020, see 
this time as an even greater call to fasting 
and prayer for the Electoral College to discern 
wisely in the Spirit, who the next suffragan 
bishop of Cape Town will be.      

Grace and Peace
Ven Keith De Vos

From the Vicar General’s Desk

Sophy Gray remembered from page 1
Michelle who matriculated in 2004 went on to study Sport Science 
and today specialises in the social media sphere. Ayesha matriculated 
in 2012 and is currently completing a Masters Degree in Business 
Finance at UCT.

St George’s Grammar school, now located on its beautiful campus in 
Mowbray in the shadows of Table Mountain, was founded by Bishop 
Robert Gray in 1848 and housed in a small building erected on the 
grounds where St George’s Cathedral is today.

- Issued by: SGGS Marketing & Admissions Department.
For further information: Contact Sheryl Gelderbloem
         sgelderbloem@sggs.co.za / (021) 689-9354
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Psalm 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork.” 
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Bishop Rachel Treweek experiences ‘encounters’ 
while on sabbatical in the Cape

It was a joy to be back in the Cape for 10 days this August and yet 
again to experience people’s warmth and hospitality.

I first visited South Africa in the March and April of 1994 just prior 
to being ordained deacon. At the time I was Rachel Montgomery and 
undertaking a placement at Saint Saviour’s Claremont with the Revd 
Mark Walker who has sadly since died. He was an amazing person 
and taught me so much about challenging injustice, walking a path of 
hope and living tough love to enable people to flourish. 

Those weeks in 1994 leading up to the first democratic elections after 
the official end of apartheid were highly significant in my personal 
formation and I remember how each day not only presented me with 
new experiences but also provoked such a range of thoughts and 
emotions.  

In England the first women were ordained priest in 1994 whilst I was 
in South Africa and never would I have imagined that one day God 
would call me to be the first female diocesan bishop in the Church 
of England. However in July 2015 I was consecrated at Canterbury 
cathedral and it is my privilege and joy to now be the Bishop of 
Gloucester.

I have a deep love for South Africa and special friends and thus have 
been back on a number of occasions. Previous visits were sometimes 
combined with trips to the Anglican Church in Mozambique, part-
nered with the Diocese of London where I served as a priest for 20 
years. It was very special for me not only that the Revd Thato Moli-
pa (who I came to know in Soweto) attended my consecration with 
his daughter but also that my episcopal ring and one of my pectoral 
crosses was made by a jeweller who set up a jewellery project aiming 
to empower people in Soweto.

My time in the Cape this August was part of a 10 week sabbatical 
focused around the theme of ‘Encounter.’ I spent time reflecting on 
Jesus Christ’s encounters as told in the Gospels, whilst also spending 
time with people and places of significant encounter in my own story 
as I stood in the present giving thanks for the past and looking to the 
future. Those sabbatical weeks had to include time in South Africa!
On this visit it was good not only to spend precious time with Michelle 
Walker but also to make new friends and I am so thankful to Revd 
Jerome Francis for his kindness and generosity. It was a great privilege 
to preach in Claremont at St Saviour’s patronal festival. 

The warm welcome and hospitality which I received from the Francis 
family, clergy and the wider church community was humbling and 
much appreciated.

During my time in the Cape I had the delight of joining the worship-
ping community of All Saints Atlantis for a service of Morning Prayer 
and a superb breakfast, as well as visiting the Desmond and Leah 
Tutu Legacy Foundation in Cape Town. It was good to spend time 
hearing about the work and to sense the people and building em-
bodying the values, deep faith and humanity of the Tutus. One of my 
treasured possessions is a photograph of myself standing alongside 
the then Archbishop outside St Saviours in 1994!

It was also an immense joy to visit Volmoed and to participate in the 
Thursday morning Eucharist. As I enjoyed the beauty of place and 
people I experienced yet more God-incidences and connections with 
people.

On the Monday morning I had a special visit to Herschel girls’ school. 
The chaplain, the Revd Lorna Lavarello-Smith, had heard of my 
‘Liedentity’ work in England 
(https://www.gloucester.anglican.org/parish-resources/communica-
tions/liedentity/ ) and kindly invited me to lead a couple of sessions 
with the girls. The campaign is primarily about promoting the mes-
sage among young people that our value is not rooted in our ap-
pearance despite the strong messages promoted by social media and 
advertising. I was given the opportunity to share a short homily on 
Psalm 139 in the school’s morning assembly and then spent time 
with the girls around the subject of our value beginning on the inside 
as individuals created to live in relationship with one another. I was 
impressed at how they engaged with the material and were willing to 
be vulnerable with one another. I also loved responding to their ques-
tions about me and my story which allowed me to stress that I am no 
more special than anyone else. 

I am passionate about the truth that every individual is unique and 
made in the image of God. Every person of every age, colour and 
background is precious, loved and known by name, and each of us 
is called to go on becoming the person we have been created to be. 
I learned much about these truths when I was here in South Africa 
amid the politics and stories of 1994. I had no idea then of the sub-
sequent chapters in my own story, and I am going home rejoicing at 
having added yet another chapter in the ongoing adventure with God.

- the Right Revd Rachel Treweek, Bishop of Gloucester
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Psalm 145:3“Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; and His greatness is unsearchable.”

Our Woman’s day event held on 3rd August 2019, has become a sellout after the 
very first announcement. Its popularity seems to be growing year by year. I’m not 
sure if it’s the theme we have, all the prizes or the organisation of hosting an event 
of this magnitude. 

This year we focused on the theme of ‘dreams’ ... catching moments not things 
because we believe our dreams do not have an expiry date and we believe God 
makes dreams come true when we put our trust in Him. So yes, you guessed it, 
the hall was adorned with suspended dream catchers and the colour palette was 
dreamy rose gold, antique gold with botanics and orchids in between. Each guest, 
received a Mimosa as a welcome drink and at each place setting, there was a  
filled goodie bag, as well as a polka dot cup with a chocolate, biscuit and a cap-
puccino stick ideal for a cosy winters night.  

Our opening act was Babalwa Meintjies, who is an accomplished singer, song-
writer, musician, educator and a wonderful personality. She opened with ‘Pata 
Pata’ and everyone was on their feet, which set the atmosphere. We say there is 
power in prayer and that was evident as all women joined hands and we prayed 
for women.  

Lots of lucky draws and plenty of fun games with prizes added to the atmosphere 
with yummy food served in between - a plated starter of charcoal crackers, creamy 
pepper dew chicken and a salmon and cream cheese disc. We were privileged to 
be served by the young people in the parish and when butter chicken and rice was 
served the aromatic flavors permeated the whole hall. Tea was served with red 
velvet cakes and mini -choc ring cookies with a chocolate cream topping.
 
Games included I’m looking for ... the lady with  the longest hair, longest nails, 
most buttons on her, most credit cards etc. - some became quite competitive but 
what fun and the awesome prizes included plenty of vouchers.  

There was a presentation of bags and scarves from from an outlet EB fashions 
in Access park. Shzen products were on display as well as hand sewn bags and 
kiddies dresses. 

We welcomed our very special guest speaker Pastor Leticia Michaels, after being 
in the corporate world for 30 years in training and development, she followed her 
passion and God’s calling alongside her husband Pastor Edgar Michaels. Pastor 
Leticia is an accomplished speaker, eloquent, well versed in the Bible and filled us 
with inspiration and encouragement as women and daughters of our Heavenly Fa-
ther. There was silence as Leticia spoke and  told us how her dreams came true as 
God worked in her life and how fulfilled she is by doing God’s work with women of 
all ages. God’s work has taken her and her husband to many conferences in vari-
ous countries in Africa to spread His word, yet when she worked in the corporate 
world earning a good salary she could not do this travelling. 

At St Aidan’s we always save something great for last - each person at all 16 tables 
went home with a prize! Yes, 160 prizes were handed out. There was pandemo-
nium as table numbers were drawn in order for prizes to be dished out by commit-
tee members. No one went home empty handed. The excitement was apparent as 
the dream catchers were waving to the sounds of all the chattering. 

The Events group of St Aidan’s consists of 12 ladies who once again put on a stun-
ning, well run event. The objective was met a social and financal success which  
brought joy and inspiration.  

A dream was realized because we as women left inspired and ready to follow our 
dreams. -Wendy Canterbury 

St Aidan’s Lansdowne Women’s day: 
“Catching moments, not things - a dream is a wish 

your heart makes”
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2 Chronicles 20:6 “In Your hand is there not power and might, so that no one is able to withstand You?

There has been some discus-
sion in the Diocese over the 

decision of the Elective Assembly in July to 
delegate the choice of a new Bishop of Ta-
ble Bay to the Synod of Bishops. This is the 
process we have followed – and will follow 
– under our Canons (our church’s laws). Act-
ing in terms of Canon 4, the Advisory Com-
mittee for the election of a bishop – which 
comprises both diocesan representatives and 
provincial representatives (from the wider 
church beyond the Diocese) – met and duly 
recommended six names to go forward to the 
assembly, which met at St Cyprian’s Church 
in Retreat.

At an elective assembly for a bishop, there 
is first discussion and then a succession of 
votes. After each ballot, the candidates with 
the most number of votes remain on the bal-
lot paper for the next round of voting. The 
Canon stipulates that to be elected, a candi-
date must receive not less than two-thirds of 
the total number of votes of the bishops and 
clergy present (voting together), and not less 
than two- thirds of the votes of the lay rep-
resentatives. This ensures that there is wide 
agreement in the Diocese of who the new 
Bishop should be.

If after eight ballots no candidate has received 
the necessary majority, the Canon says the 
choice must be delegated to the Synod of 
Bishops. At the assembly at St Cyprian’s in 
July, the clerical and lay representatives – af-
ter a process of discernment and following 
the eighth ballot – delegated the choice of 
a Bishop of Table Bay to the bishops of the 
Province. In terms of this delegation, under 
Canon 4 the Synod of Bishops will also sug-
gest new names to consider. Following this, 
at its February 2020 meeting, the Synod will 
proceed to elect a new Bishop of Table Bay. 
I will then share with the Diocese the date 
of consecration of the new Bishop, which is 

likely to be in about May 2020, which will 
allow for the confirmation process provided 
for in Canon 7 to take place.

The wait creates a heavy load for the Diocese, 
but of course we still have a diocesan bishop. 
Also, Archdeacon Keith de Vos, who was ap-
pointed Vicar-General to stand in for a bishop 
during the vacancy, has kindly agreed to stay 
on beyond his official retirement date this 
December until we elect and consecrate the 
new bishop. In terms of our Constitution, the 
Vicar-General is accorded the same respect 
and support as a bishop. I am grateful to the 
Ven Keith for his support, his experience and 
his big pastoral heart. Please lend him all the 
support he needs. At the last meeting of Di-
ocesan Chapter – which comprises the senior 
leadership of the Diocese – we had an oppor-
tunity to sit with Chapter members who were 
nominated in July’s elective assembly and 
spoke about their feelings and the impact on 
the Diocese of the delegation to the bishops. 
I left Chapter very hopeful, for we have able 
and mature leaders who were not in the pro-
cess for selfish reasons, wanting to advance 
themselves, but rather generously responded 
to being approached to stand by opening 
themselves to examination and discernment 
by the Diocese. All of the candidates, includ-
ing those not on Chapter, deserve our appre-
ciation and admiration. Thank you all.

There were some who felt that the process of 
discernment was a failure and suggested that 
we have a divided diocese. The contrary is 
true. An inconclusive result after an assembly 
has undertaken the necessary discernment is 
not a failure, nor a reason to change the Can-
ons. Thank you to those who, in spite of your 
sadness at the outcome, have put your trust 
in the process and in your representatives to 
the assembly.

Please pray for next February’s election at the 

Synod of Bishops, and at the same time say 
the prayer for a vacant see:
God our Father
the giver of every good gift
graciously regard the needs of your Church
and guide with your heavenly wisdom
the minds of those responsible for choosing
a bishop for this Diocese.

Chapter has also made decisions on clergy 
placements and ordinations in December 
2019. We look forward to the Clergy Well-
ness School, which is taking place from Oc-
tober 8 to 10. I will join the clergy for this 
important session. Please encourage and 
support your clergy in attending the school.

We give thanks to God for better rains this 
year in Cape Town, but extreme weather con-
ditions – including heat waves unprecedent-
ed since the recording of temperatures be-
gan – are afflicting many parts of the world. 
I commend to you the materials for the Sea-
son of Creation, which follows the readings 
for the lectionary this year. You can find the 
manual at: http://www.greenanglicans.org/
wp-content/uploads/2019/08/season-of-cre-
ation-online2.pdf

Please pray for our representatives to the 
Church’s three-yearly Provincial Synod, 
which is being held in Benoni at the end of 
September: Lay Canon Charleen van Rooyen,  
Mr Wayne Jones and Mr Zola Gqada (lay), 
Revd Canon Mark Long, Revd Shaun Cozett 
and the Ven Joshua Louw (clergy) as well as 
the Ven Keith de Vos, the Vicar-General.

Congratulations to Bishop Garth Counsell on 
securing a house for their retirement. Thank 
you once again, Garth, for all you meant and 
did for our church and this Diocese, and we 
wish you a happy retirement.
God bless.
+ Thabo Cape Town

To the Laos - to the people of God

On 18th August 2019, Church of the Reconciliation, Manenberg had their confirma-
tion service. Archbishop Thabo Makgoba described it as “a joyful time of generous 
giving”. He thanked the parish for their Christian spirit and the candidates for con-
tributing to the Archbishop’s Theological Education Fund. 

Archbishop 
Thabo spent two 
days as Prior with 
the St John’s 
community. 

He is pictured 
with the CEO, 
George Woods 
at St George’s 
Parktown. He 
was priviledged 
to witness the 
investiture of new 
members as well 
as the decoration 
of a dame. 

DOC Good Hope September 2019.indd   6 2019/08/23   1:36:33 PM



THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE DIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN                Page 7

Psalm 57:2“I will cry out to God Most High, to God who performs all things for me.”

HOPE Africa hands over 267 pairs of shoes on 
Mandela Day

HOPE Africa partnered with Stanlib CSI, the Department of Social 
Development, Diocese of Saldanha Bay and Kasi Angels to hand over 
267 pairs of shoes to children of Du Noon Primary in Du Noon.  Ven-
erable Kulana Makhalima applauded the efforts of HOPE Africa to 
bring the Church out to the community and closer to God’s people.  
The partnerships that have been established for the benefit of these 
young learners are to be commended. He urged the scholars to take 
their education seriously and to look well after their shoes and uni-
forms. No matter the circumstances we come from, we have a respon-
sibility to become upstanding citizens of our communities and rise 
above our circumstances.

Minister Lindiwe Zulu encouraged all of us to work together for the 
benefit of communities such as Du Noon. She said that the conditions 

under which these children live, is not conducive for healthy living. 
She made a call to various government departments such as Hu-
man settlements, Sports and Recreation, Social Services, Education, 
Health, etc to join hands in uplifting communities such as Du Noon. It 
is our collective responsibility to give hope to the parents so that they 
can better support their children. Minister would like to come back 
in 20/30 years’ time to a vision of these young learners today taking 
better care of their children.

Principal Macikama expressed the school communities’ heartfelt 
thanks at the kind generosity of all sponsors.  He further encouraged 
the learners to take good care of the gifts received and take their 
education seriously.

St Mark’s 
District 6 

Women’s Day 
celebration

We commemorate and acknowl-
edge the +-20000 women who 
bravely marched to the Un-
ion building in 1956 to protest 
against pass apartheid laws. St 
Mark’s D6 held a special Wom-
an’s day service on Sunday 11 
August 2019. We give thanks for 
the support and guidance from 

our priest Revd Clifford Jones. A 
wonderful, inspiring and uplifting 
service was enjoyed by all. Our 
guest speaker was “Director of St 
Anne’s home for abused woman 
and children.” Mrs Joy Lange and 
a true life testimony shared by Lu-
ceena Rose. After the service all 
the woman received a goodie bag 
and was invited for further spoils 
in the undercroft, the men’s group 
waitered on the ladies.

We had two loving volunteers 
Pam Broadley and Dawn Fester 
treating the woman to a hand 
pampering session, this was an-
other magical moment that was 
enjoyed by many ladies. 
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We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website: www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this 
paper or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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1 John 3:1 “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God.”

St Cyprian’s, Langa AWF ‘Back to school’ service
The AWF adopted the ‘Back to School’ no-
tion to reach out to children in our commu-
nity who are less fortunate. This year, Sun-
day School teachers chose 6 children and 
full uniforms were bought for them. 

This is an annual initiative. After the uni-
forms were handed out, hot dogs and party 
packets for the entire Sunday School for 
given. It is described as “faith in action”.  

- Zandile Mavata

Seeking Peace?
We live in a city, in a world, with so much 
conflict and so many unanswered questions. 
Many of these conflicts extend into or even 
have their origin within the church. Many of 
these come down to theological interpreta-
tion.

For example, what does the Bible say about 
Apartheid? In South Africa, when we reflect-
ed on how this question has been addressed 
historically, we found that the Bible was used 
by different groups to simultaneously ignore, 
defend and oppose Apartheid. Similarly, 
when we explored how the issue of human 
enslavement has been understood in relation 
to the Bible, we see that this text has been 
used to both support and oppose slavery. 

Therefore, simply asking the questions, 
‘Is… biblical?’ or ‘What does the Bible say 
about…?’, may be the wrong starting point. 
We need to develop other tools and ask differ-
ent questions of scripture in order to deepen 
our understanding of who God is, what God’s 
desires are for us and all of creation, and 
what implications that might have for us as 
we seek to live lives of obedience.

Through the Seeking Peace resource, The 
Warehouse in collaboration with Tearfund 
UK, invites all on a journey of exploring the 
story of God within the contexts of their com-
munities, their history and their world. 

Author Rev. Rene August shares, 
‘Reading the Bible isn’t just about the words 

that are on the page. There are nuances, there 
is context, there is history, there are perspec-
tives, there are the voices of the people who 
are teaching scripture, and then there are the 
experiences of the listeners, that all have an 
impact on what we hear the Bible say… The 
Bible is full of stories and we get invited to 
journey into those stories -- to journey deeply 
into those stories. That is where the idea of 
pilgrimage came from; it’s not just the physi-
cal geography of a journey, it’s the emotional 
journey, it’s the spiritual journey, it’s the jour-
neying into the passage of scripture.’

Seeking Peace is a resource-bank of Bible 
studies and methodologies to help you read 
scripture in your places of history and con-
flict. It aims to create spaces where people 
can share current concerns and develop tools 
for re-reading their stories within the bigger 
story of God at work in the world. This re-
source is designed to create space for collec-
tive rather than individual journeys, ideally 
with diverse groups of people.

Tearfund UK, ‘This is a fresh way to seek 
peace through scripture.’

The Warehouse will be having a book launch 
on 25th September at its premises in 12 
Plantation Rd, Wetton and we encourage you 
to join us as Rev. Rene shares more.  Our 
pilgrimage day is on the 5th October, for in-
formation go to www.warehouse.org.za\seek-
ingpeace\ or call us on 021-761 1168.

If you’re interested in a specific pilgrimage for 
you and your group, we also offer the facili-
tation and leading of Seeking Peace pilgrim-
ages, as well as consultation on designing 
specific Bible pilgrimages centred around 
particular issues that your community would 
like to explore.

Content source: Seeking Peace (Published 
2018)
Contact The Warehouse at publications@
warehouse.org.za or on 021-761 1168
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