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1 Peter 5:7 “Casting all your anxities on him, because he cares for you.”

Editor: Rebecca Malambo

Address: 
The Good Hope 
PO Box 1932,
Cape Town 8000
Tel: 021 469 3766
(In office Thursdays only 10h00-14h00)

Fax: 021 465 1571

E-mail address:
malambor@ctdiocese.org.za

God created women in His likeness and in the Bible women 
filled a variety of important roles. Their stories are of encour-
agement, hope and wisdom. They are all women with faith in 
God. 

Women played a powerful role in God’s story of redemption 
and contributed to the advancement of His kingdom. A few ex-
amples:  Mary of Nazareth is the mother of Jesus; Mary Magda-
lene was a faithful follower of Jesus; Hannah’s faithfulness was 
never in question and Rachel’s strength in the face of adversity.

In our present time, the role of women has changed significant-
ly and for the better. Women are now marching side by side of 
men in every walk of life and have been successful in establish-
ing their own identity. 

May we continue to empower and make this world a better 

place.

Love and Light, Rebecca

EDITORIALCLASSIFIEDS
Archbishop’s 

Education 
Endowment Fund for 

Theological Education
Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the 

future of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 

donation.
 

A sum of 
R1 483 201.67

has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

Scan QR code with your mobile and learn 
more about the Diocese of Cape Town

Theological Education Sunday 22 August 2021
Dear Diocesan family, as we continue to struggle with the COVID 19 
virus in its variance, we give thanks to God for the hope that we are 
reminded of in the words of the collect for Theological Education Sun-
day; “Lord Jesus Christ, you have the words of eternal life: set your living 
bread before us that, feasting around your table, we may be strength-
ened to continue the work to which you call us; for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever, Amen” 
(Lectionary 2021).

The theological education and formation group bring the following to 
you for your prayers.   

Diocesan Vocational Guidance
DIOCESAN FOV GROUP 2019-2021
After serving as a FOV Warden for many years and journeying with 
many priests who discerned their calling to the ordained ministry, Mr 
Gerald Hendricks retired in February 2021. We give thanks for Mr Hen-
dricks as he exercised his role as FOV Warden and later as Co-ordinator 
of the FOV Group. He did it with so much love, compassion, dedication 
and commitment. 

The current FOV wardens are the Revd Canon Reeva Mulder, Revd Can-
on Mark Andrews and Revd Canon Natalie Simons-Arendse. There are 
10 candidates in the program discerning their calling to the ordained 
ministry. The candidates started their journey in July 2019 but because 
of the COVID 19 pandemic it was a challenging period for them and us 

as we tried to stay connected. The group meets the first Saturday of the 
month at St Mark’s Church Athlone. 

The following were some of the topics we addressed during our Satur-
day morning meetings: Vocation, Budgetting & Money 
Mangagement, Ministry Models, Anglican Discipline, Leadership / 
Management and Functions, Personality, Character and Integrity, 
Family Life, and Spirituality

We continue to pray for the candidates as they discern their calling in 
the ordained ministry. They will be going on a Retreat from Friday 13 
August to Sunday 15 August to prepare themselves for their interviews 
before Vocational Guidance Conference on 23 October.

Residential and Non-residential formation 
I am delighted that I was able to experience 
studying at the University of the Western 
Cape (UWC) and the College of Transfigura-
tion. The big distinction between the two 
for me was the place of residence.  At the 
College of Transfiguration in Makhanda, I 
am a residential student, whereas at UWC I 
was not. One thing I picked up from residen-
tial training is the focus is more directed to 
Christianity, in this case Anglicanism as it is 
an Anglican Seminary.  

I gained enormous knowledge and skills, 
deliberating and engaging in discussion 
and seminars at UWC. While at college now, I’ve come to the realiza-
tion that at university the focus was not that much on orthodoxy or 
church dogmatic. Yes one learns about theology and how to critically 
think and engage about the teachings of the church but there is sel-
dom a church or religion that will be protected, unless the university is 
affiliated to a specific denomination. I received enormous support and 
guidance from lectures and students from both institutions. It helped 
me intentionally and continually to work on my self –discipline.                          
                                                                                                            continues on page 5
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Gilbert“I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.”

From the Bishop’s Desk

Centenary
Celebrations

Ruth Johnson celebrated her 
100th birthday on 22nd July 
2021. She is a member of St 
Faith’s, Plumstead and a can-
cer survivor. 

Bishop Joshua phoned to 
congratulate her, just after 
she received Communion 
from Revd Andrew, and a 
bouquet of flowers was de-
livered to her from the dio-
cese. We give thanks to God 
for her.

Dear Friends!

By the time you read this, 
Joan and I together with 
Bishop Eddie and Nicki 

Daniels (Port Elizabeth) and Bishop elect Vic-
tor and Lindiwe Mnculwane (Zululand), would 
have joined some of the new African bishops 
and their spouses. We are all attending a Bish-
ops and Spouse orientation programme in 
Cairo, Egypt. Please keep us in your prayers as 
we enjoy the Egyptian hospitality and learn 
more about our vocation. 

We’ve had an extremely eventful month as we 
have experienced level 4 lockdown, the un-
precedented arrest of our ex-president Jacob 
Zuma, the escalation of looting and vandal-
ism in Kwazulu-Natal and Gauteng, the taxi 
violence in our province and the reshuffling of 
the cabinet. We are grateful that most of these 
issues are behind us as we move forward to re-
build our country. The question is always, how 
long this peace will last when we have not 
found lasting solutions and tht all role players 
are not involved in finding the solution and 
have committed to making the solution last. 

We are happy that we have moved to COVID 
alert level 3, that all provinces have reached 
their peak and that the rate of infections and 
deaths are slowly coming down. We are grate-
ful that more and more people are being vac-
cinated, which will strengthen our immune 
system to fight the virus. It is so important for 
us to get vaccinated, but also to encourage 
others to do likewise as all those 18 years and 
older, can now register for the jab.

It is so good to be back in our church build-
ings as we gather in person, but also virtu-
ally. Though we are allowed to have only 50 
people in attendance, I believe as vaccination 

numbers increase and infections reduce, the 
numbers to attend in person services will also 
increase. 

The good news is that, amidst this pandemic, 
we as a diocese could still gather virtually for 
the opening of our diocesan synod on 22 Au-
gust 2021. We want to thank  Archbishop Tha-
bo and the synod advisory committee for their 
leadership in making this possible.

Thank you, Archbishop, for a beautiful service 
and for your inspiring and challenging Charge. 
We have moved into the committee of synod 
until the archbishop will call synod back to 
complete its business. This now gives us as a 
diocese the opportunity to meet and discuss 
the archbishop’s Charge and the measures and 
motions before synod. I want to challenge our 
archdeacons, rectors, synod representatives 
and organization leaders to make sure that 
you meet in your different structures and have 
your discussions, so that when synod resumes, 
we will be able to chart the way forward. It is 
very important that our focus should be less 
about maintenance and more about mission.
Friends, as so many things are taking place, 
let us not forget that in August, we are called 

to focus on acts of compassion and to uplift 
organizations that are in the business of com-
passion. We are asked to partner with organi-
zations who address the plight of women in 
issues of abuse, equity, upliftment, etc. We 
as church also need to look at ourselves, our 
practices and make sure that we don’t make 
ourselves guilty of any form of discrimination 
against women.

Lets continue to keep our focus on our chil-
dren, as this is indeed a very unsettling time 
for them. They are back at school, and many 
are affected whenever there is taxi violence or 
strikes. Many of them are badly affected when 
we have these long unplanned holidays, be-
cause for many, the meal at school might have 
been their only meal. Remember the words 
of Jesus in Matthew 19:14 “Jesus said, ‘Let the 
little children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 
these.” Just as children were central to Jesus’ 
ministry, may they also be central to ours. 

Friends, our aim should always be to ensure 
that we all enjoy the fulness of life in Christ, 
so instead of waiting for someone to do some-
thing about it, let us acknowledge each per-
son for who they are and give them the dig-
nity. 

Please keep the Venerable Moeketsi Motot-
jane and his family in prayer as he will be in-
stituted as rector of St Matthew’s, Claremont 
on Saturday, 4th September 2021 at 2pm 
and the Venerable Grant Walters from the 
Saldanha Bay diocese and his family as he will 
be instituted as rector of St Mark’s, District Six 
on Sunday, 5th September 2021 at 3pm.

God bless!
+Joshua Louw   Bishop of Table Bay
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SYNOD 2021
With deep gratitude to our Lord and God and a huge sigh of relief, 
our Diocesan Synod got under way on Thursday 22 July.  We com-
pleted the opening Eucharist service during which Synod was duly 
constituted, the Archbishop’s Charge was given and the preliminary 
business of Synod was transacted before adjourning and moving 
into Conference of Synod.  Eskom’s announcement of rolling elec-
tricity blackouts at short notice between 16h00 and 21h00 on that 
day was very unpleasant news.  The threat of load shedding sched-
uled for precisely the time when we would be gearing up for Syn-
od could hardly have been more unnerving for everyone who had 
worked so hard to make this happen.  We were saddened that the 
interruption in the energy supply did affect some Synod representa-
tives but pleased to receive the news that others also affected by 
load shedding, managed to stay connected with fully charged elec-
tronic devices and generators.

I followed the proceedings of Synod on the YouTube livestream 
channel made available to everyone and on the Zoom link provided 
for Synod representatives.  Many other Synod representatives did 
the same.  In addition to that, Synod representatives also had to log 
on to the Diocesan Electronic Polling System which was custom de-
signed for our multi-faceted Synod voting processes, via their mo-
bile telephones.  Many of us have been catapulted into using new 
technological innovations which otherwise we would not have 
done.  I think we deserve to give ourselves a pat on the back for this 
wonderful achievement arising out of the extraordinary challenges 
of having a Synod at a time we are living in.  As this was a first, we 
take your critiques on board in order to improve as we go forward 
and we are grateful for the many kind and complimentary responses 
which we have received from many of you.

I was moved by the strong sense of our “oneness in Christ,” when I 
saw all the faces on Zoom and by the large number of participants 
logging in via YouTube steadily climbing up.  The eloquent words 
of St Paul came to mind during the opening of Synod and has been 

resonating within my spirit ever since.  Despite all the challenges we 
face in church and society, not least that of the Covid-19 pandemic, 
in Christ we are inextricably united with the love of God:

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or dis-
tress, or persecution, or famine, or peril, or the sword?...I am con-
vinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Romans 8:35, 38-39).

On the 24 June, before we knew that we were headed into lockdown 
Level 4, I sent a memorandum to the Diocesan Synod Clerical and 
Lay Representatives.  In it I wrote that the Archdeacons will be calling 
a meeting with their respective Sacred Hub Synod representatives in 
due course.  The purpose of such a meeting which shall be to ensure 
that, without their independence of judgement being infringed, 
those who will attend Synod are acquainted with the rules govern-
ing debate and have some understanding of the contents of the … 
Agenda Book and their significance (Standing Rule 8, pg. 220, ACSA 
Constitution and Canons).  

Our Synod continues in Conference until we resume in Hubs.  This 
gives us more time than is usually the case, to consider at a deeper 
level the various organization reports and to engage with the pro-
posers and seconders of measures and motions before Synod.

In conclusion, let me reiterate what I have already said in my pre-
vious articles.  This new format of our Diocesan Synod gives us a 
unique opportunity to make more of an impact on our Diocese and 
society than is achievable in the normal format.  I encourage you to 
discuss agendum items and the Archbishop’s Charge with each oth-
er and other interested parishioners at parish or archdeaconry level.  

May the Holy Spirit be our advocate and guide as we endeavor to 
be and to do what God is calling us to through Christ Jesus our Lord.             

- Revd Keith De Vos (Diocesan Synod Manager) 

Synod: Behind the scenes

Braehead command centre:  Left to right - William Jantjies the creator of our Diocesan Electronic Polling System (EPS), kept a close eye on the 
voting process during the opening service. 

The Bishop of  Table Bay, Joshua Louw and Synod Manager, the Revd Keith De Vos participated via Zoom from Braehead.
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Jim Laffoon“If you have been reduced to God being your only hope, you are in a good place.” 

Theological Education Sunday 
from page 2: 

The difference from the residential training 
is that you are being ‘indoctrinated’ - what it 
means to be an Anglican in your Christianity. 
At college you are taught how to safeguard 
the doctrine of the church. The advantage I 
would say, being at the College of Transfigura-
tion, is that even though the students come 
from different contexts and traditions, they 
share the excitement of what it means to train, 
learn and grow.  

We endure and deal with frustrations, share 
joy and happiness on this  journey as we  dis-
cover our  vocation and shared ministry with 
God and communities. Not our ministry, but 
God’s ministry.  - Abigail Hopley

Post-ordination formation and 
training (POT)
The POT group meets on every first Thurs-
day of the month from 18H30 to 21h30, and 
is hosted at the churches where the various 
members of the group are placed. We man-
aged to meet via Zoom during lockdown.

The members in their first year of training are: 
Veliswa Badusa, Eugene Dick, Philip Donald 
and Miseka Mapukata. Members in their sec-
ond year of training are: Gregory Amos, Nt-
omizolile Babayi, Brandon Fox, Ronald Muller, 
Yougandree Moodley and Jennifer Swartz.

The meeting follows the following pro-
gramme: 
1.Worship: Facilitated by one of the members.

2.Sharing: This space allows for reflection and 
support.

3.Presentation and discussion of a specific 
topic, which is facilitated by various present-
ers. Topics include: reflection on ordination, 
the role of a deacon and priest, selfcare, social 
media, various aspects of pastoral care, spirit-

uality, liturgy, gender, gender based violence, 
human sexuality, youth and children’s minis-
try, management skills, parish administration, 
canons and constitutions.

4.Fellowship - The Ven Melaney Klaasen- POT 
facilitator

Continuous training and 
formation
Clergy registered for degree courses:
Bishop Joshua Louw (Honours)
Revds: Mcebisi Pinyana (PhD)
Allan Goliath (MA)
Natalie Arendse (MA)
Philip Donald (MA)
Lankiri Thaba (MA)
Chesnay Frantz (MA) 
Shaun Cozett (MA)
Derick Cloete (Honours)
Mkhuseli Lujabe (Honours)
Nobuntu Mageza (Honours)
Ronald Muller (Honours) 
Moeketsie Motatjane (Honours)
Ronald Dias (Honours)
Mzwabantu Magandla (Honours)

Latest publications by clergy
1 The promise of memory  by Dean Michael 
Weeder 

The collection of poems are Dean Michael’s 
attempt to contribute to the notion that dif-
ferences add to the interconnectedness rather 
than divisiveness of persons. 

2 Teaching ethics and Social justice: Perspec-
tives from South Africa and Sweden: by Klaasen 
J, Sporre K, Osbeck C and  Baron E. 

3 ‘Deacons as model of ministry within urban lo-
cations’ by Revd John Klaasen, Bishop Joshua 
Louw and Revd Ronald Muller. This article was 
submitted for publication.

“The Anglican Church of Southern Africa has 
in recent times revived the ministry of the dea-
con. More prominent space has been given to 

diaconal ministry within the three-fold min-
istry of Bishop, Priest, and Deacon. Since the 
Lambeth Conference resolution of 1968, the 
deacon has become more than “an inferior of-
fice” (Lambeth Conference 1968). This article 
will investigate the deacon as minister with 
liturgical and social service responsibilities as 
interlocuter of more effective urbanisation”. 

4 The Green violence: ‘The Case for including 
violence along the value chain of illicit trade’ by 
Revd Shaun Cozett. This chapter forms part of 
a book that discusses the practice conserva-
tion, of endangered wildlife species, by violent 
means or ‘green violence’. This chapter argues 
that the focus of green violence should shift 
from poaching to the much broader illicit 
trade in wildlife species and the law enforce-
ment approaches by which the authorities 
aim to encourage the protection of natural 
resources. Through narratives from a commu-
nity 200 kilometers from the marine protected 
area, this chapter narrates the experiences of 
members of the community, following the 
death of two people in a police raid for abalo-
ne, and their association of this violence with 
past experiences of personal and community 
violence. 

Clergy care and well being
Following on the The Archbishop’s column in 
the July Good Hope, the Arch and Bishop Josh-
ua are inviting all Diocesan clergy to a webinar 
on clergy care and well-being. The structure is 
outlined as follows:

Theme: Clergy wellness and Care
Date: 1 September (Robert and Sophie Gray)
Time: 12:00 -13H30

10 minute liturgy with the focus on prayer for 
carers. (Revd Veliswa Badaza)

Input by Ms Ilse Arendse (Psychologist) and 
Revd Courtney Sampson. Comments by cler-
gy. 

- Revd Prof. John Klaasen Dean of Studies

Season of Creation 2021: ‘OIKOS’- A HOME FOR ALL
DRILLING IN THE KAVANGO BASIN IN NAMIBIA
Speak up for those who have no voice, for justice of all who are dispossessed. Proverbs 31:8
The cover of the Season of Creation booklet reflects on the call by Anglican bishops to stop drilling in the Ka-
vango Basin in Namibia. The Bishop of Namibia, Luke Pato, called for a petition to halt the drilling by Canadian 
Company ReconAfrica. The drilling threatens the Okavango Delta which is a World Heritage and Ramsar Wetland
Site, a key biodiversity area and one of the seven natural wonders of Africa. The region is home to the largest re-
maining population of African elephants, 400 species of birds and is a sanctuary for many other animals. The oil 
exploration violates the rights of the San people under the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous people.
Drilling operations threaten to pollute water sources. Water is a scarce and precious commodity in Namibia, the 
driest country south of the Sahara.
Here is the online version: https://www.greenanglicans.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/manual-2021-final.pdf
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John Calvin “The world hope I take for faith; and indeed hope is nothing else but the constancy of faith.”

Charge to the Synod of the Diocese of Cape
The Archbishop’s Charge to the 
Synod of the Diocese of Cape 

Town, Church of the Good Shep-
herd, Protea Village, July 22, 2021:
Readings: Song of Songs 3:1-4a; Psalm 63:1-9; 
John 20:1-18

May I speak in the name of God who is Creator, 
Redeemer and Sustainer. Amen.

Members of Synod, sisters and brothers in 
Christ, wherever you may be: Good evening 
and welcome to this 66th session of the Synod 
of the Diocese of Cape Town. It’s hardly nec-
essary to say that we meet in extraordinary 
times. As far as I have been able to establish, 
never in our history have we met in Synod 
during a pandemic, and very rarely have the 
lives of our parishes and Diocese been as top-
sy-turvy as in the last 18 months.

And of course, apart from the pandemic 
which has disrupted Synod, when it comes to 
the question of sharing the dividends of our 
democracy fairly among all, over the last two 
weeks the chickens have truly come home to 
roost. The looting and the burning we saw 
mainly in KwaZulu-Natal and Gauteng last 
week may have been set off by developments 
around our former president, but the speed 
at which the mayhem spread spoke to the ills 
and the toxicity of our divided society. I will re-
turn to this subject in a few minutes.

Perhaps it has only been in times of war that 
our lives have been turned upside down in the 
way they have since the coronavirus struck 
early last year. As I began writing this Charge, 
soon after Level 3 was imposed and before 
the events of recent weeks, I have to confess 
to you that I felt trapped in the heaviness of 
now, battling to find a ray of light at the end 
of a tunnel. However, an important counter to 
that feeling has been reflecting on how mag-
nificently you have all risen to the challenge of 
bringing ministry to fellow Anglicans during 
this long-running crisis, one unprecedented 
in our lifetimes. It has been especially excit-
ing to see how those of you with the means 
have brought virtual, online ministry to your 
parishes. I am privileged tonight to greet not 
only members of Synod but also members 
of our congregations who are sharing in this 
Eucharist from the comfort of your homes on 
a cold winter’s evening. Welcome to you in 
Christ’s name.

Among members of Synod, a special welcome 
to Bishop Joshua – attending Synod for the 
first time in your capacity as Bishop of Table 
Bay, and, thank God, having overcome Cov-
id-19. My warm thanks to the leaders of the 
Diocese for all you have done for us since the 
last Synod, and are doing for us over the next 
few days: to Bishop Joshua, to the Dean, to 
Chapter, to Standing Committee, our legal ad-
visers, to our Diocesan Administrator, Canon 
Charleen van Rooyen, to Diocesan staff, to the 
Synod Advisory Committee and to the Synod 

Manager, Keith de Vos. Charleen, you and your 
staff seem to have survived your big move 
remarkably well; we hope you are settling 
down in your new premises. Our greetings 
and thanks also go to the ministries and insti-
tutions run under the auspices of the Diocese: 
the various chaplaincies, the Warehouse, and 
the schools and homes which nurture the pre-
cious lives of the young. I also thank you all for 
upholding in your prayers my family and my 
ministry. Please do keep in your prayers our 
Archbishops Emeriti, Njongonkulu Ndungane 
and Desmond Tutu – the latter will celebrate 
his 90th birthday in October and the 60th an-
niversary of his consecration as a priest in De-
cember.

A special mention tonight for victims and sur-
vivors of the pandemic: we pray for those who 
are grieving or suffering as a result of death, 
losing relatives and friends, and for those who 
have lost their jobs or had their wages cut. I 
know you will join me in sending heartfelt 
condolences to the lay and clergy families of 
those in the Diocese who have died. In the 
wider church in Africa, we extend condolences 
to the family of our beloved Bishop Ellinah Wa-
mukoya of Swaziland, who died at the begin-
ning of the pandemic, and to sister Provinces 
in Africa who have lost bishops to Covid-19.
Since Synod last met, a number of clergy have 
died. Please observe a moment’s silence for 
them – as well as for all people who have died 
in the pandemic. Let us give thanks to God for 
the ministry of the Revd Terry Wilke, Canon 
Rowan Smith, the Revd Bob de Maar, Canon 
Suzanne Peterson, the Revd Patricia van der 
Rede, the Revd Ashley Petersen, the Revd 
Mlamli Mfenyana, the Revd Andrew Hender-
son, Bishop Edward McKenzie and the Revd 
Nevil Callander.

The 18th century Irish philosopher, Edmund 
Burke, wrote of another epoch that “an event 

has happened upon which it is difficult to 
speak and impossible to be silent.” The same 
can be said of the events of the past year-and-
a-half. Even before the recent violence, it has 
been a time of “multiple pandemics”: of Cov-
id-19 with its inhumane losses and its legacy 
of grinding poverty with job losses, food in-
security and social fragmentation; of horrific 
violence, including a sharp rise in the scan-
dal of gender-based violence and violence 
against children; and an era in which naked, 
unmasked racism has re-emerged in all its evil 
manifestations, in many parts of the world.

Even in the midst of so much suffering dur-
ing the pandemic, unscrupulous people have 
profited from it. We have seen unmitigated 
corruption and looting from the public purse; 
corruption which amounts to theft from those 
who are most vulnerable; looting which has 
so damaged the credibility of politicians that 
last week’s appeals to the “have-nots” to stop 
looting from the “haves” were but a cruel joke. 
These are things, to use Burke’s language, of 
which, because of their depravity and grav-
ity, it is difficult to speak and yet, things about 
which we dare not be silent.

What would our ancestors in faith and strug-
gle have said about these times? What insights 
would they have offered? I have often recalled 
the hermeneutic offered by Steve Biko, who 
our church commemorates on the 12th of 
September. The Collect we have adopted for 
that commemoration reads:

Lord of the Cross, you taught us
in the life of your servant Bantu Stephen Biko
that it was better to die for an idea that shall live
than to live for an idea that will die:
grant us the faith to take up our Cross daily
and to follow Christ ;
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God now and ever.

In the spirit of Steve Biko, let us take up our 
Crosses daily, and mobilise together across 
barriers in society to fight the evils we have 
experienced during the pandemic and the 
greed which is destabilizing our society. Let 
us emulate the courage of those, in South Af-
rica, in the United States and elsewhere, who 
have taken up the struggle for recognition 
that Black Lives Do Matter and that we need 
to build a society and an economy in which 
that is fully reflected.

The events of the past two weeks demand 
that, as leaders and followers, we need to re-
flect deeply on what our country has become. 
We cannot go on as we are. We need to re-set 
our compasses and choose a different direc-
tion. In the spirit of Paul writing to the Corin-
thians (1 Cor 9:16), we are under a burden and 
a demand to preach into what is happening, 
an obligation to preach a Gospel of peace 
with justice – and woe betide us if we do not 
speak.                                    continues on page 7  
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Ana  Jacobs“The wings of hope carry us, soaring high above the driving winds of life.”

Charge to the Synod of the Dio-
cese of Cape Town from page 5: 
Those wedded to a capitalist model have to 
acknowledge that our current financial and 
economic systems are not serving the com-
mon good; they are creating joblessness and 
inequality, to the extent that unemployment 
is running at 32.6 percent, youth unemploy-
ment is 46.3 percent, and the World Bank says 
we are the most unequal country on earth. We 
have to recommit to closing the gap between 
the excessively rich and the debilitatingly 
poor.

As we begin our Synod proceedings today, 
we commemorate Mary Magdalene, “the 
apostle to the apostles”. Her witness offers us 
important insights in these times when all of 
us are challenged by our various pandemics, 
whether of the virus named Covid-19, or of 
violence perpetrated on women, children and 
the victims of gang warfare in too many of our 
communities, or of the violence of poverty 
and dispossession.

Note how Mary Magdalene and her compan-
ions are there at the place of the Crucifixion 
and at the empty tomb, determined and 
resolute. In contemporary terms, they are 
the women in our communities who gather 
around the bodies of young people brutally 
killed in gang warfare, or who bury young 
girls who have been molested, raped and 
murdered. By not leaving – indeed, we are 
told that “they stand” – they display resilience, 
not weakening under the weight of what goes 
on around them. They won’t be silenced, and 
their resilience becomes something shared, 
allowing them to face an uncertain future to-
gether. They challenge us likewise to remain 
resilient, to refuse to overlook the pain of our 
current conditions, the poverty and the wid-
ening gaps in income and the stares of hungry 
children.

Their witness offers us the rays of hope and 
light I was looking for when I started this 
Charge. So do the words of the former Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams. He 
points out that by casting doubt on what he 
calls “the assumption of guaranteed security” 
that the prosperous in our world have enjoyed 
for decades, the pandemic brings home to us 
that we are always “in a situation of shared fail-
ure and shared insecurity”. The hope is to be 
found when we recognise this shared reality, 

and take the opportunity to open our hearts 
to one another.

Faith, says Rowan Williams, “invites us to con-
front our shared fragility with honesty and 
compassion, recognising our need of one 
another, our need for the neighbour to be 
well and safe — instead of falling back on our 
fearful attempts to be safe at the neighbour’s 
expense.” Ends quote. If only the G7 countries, 
and others in the Global North, would hear 
this, end their vaccine nationalism, and move 
speedily to help the rest of the world get vac-
cinated at the same rate in every country. For 
our part, those of us in the Global South must 
stand, raise our voices, share our skills, strat-
egise with others and keep vigil until those 
who have power in the private and the pub-
lic sectors make good on their early Covid-19 
commitments.

It is not only in the international domain we 
need to act, it is also right here at home, here 
where our much-lauded Constitution guaran-
tees the right of access to basic health care. Yet 
those who have access to technology to sign 
up for vaccines are at an advantage. Those 
with money, access and private health care 
have an advantage over those with very lit-
tle or none. In a time of national crisis, people 
without voices or resources remain invisible or 
only partially visible.

In an ongoing or post-Covid world, we need to 
think and pray about what a new kind of mis-
sionary focus, one that intuitively reaches out 
to encounter and engage with others, would 
look like. I was interested to hear recently of 
something that Nicky Gumbel is reported to 
have said: that when the fearful run away from 
an encounter with suffering and sickness, 
Christians run towards it – and it makes a great 
difference to church growth. But it is not only 
in the realms of physical health and church 
growth that we need what I think of as a new 
missionary praxis – we need it as a way of fac-
ing up to all of our society’s social pathologies.
In our own Diocese, the patterns of ongoing 
privilege and exclusion which I spoke about a 
moment ago at a national level still bite deep-
ly in Cape Town, for example when it comes 
to the continuation of apartheid spatial plan-
ning. The poor and people of colour who de-
pend on public housing continue to be shifted 
to the outskirts of cities, to dormitory suburbs, 
far from places of work. Voices are thankfully 

being raised now for the release of vacant 
sites, to release national land and re-purpose 
buildings so that we can move towards that 
most basic of human rights, the right to shel-
ter. As churches we need to find ways of lever-
aging power to shift the needle.

The challenge may be daunting, but we need 
to replicate Steve Biko’s emphasis on jointly 
seeking composite answers and creating 
communities of sisters and brothers. Now is a 
time when the pandemic – and the last week’s 
events – have brought new perspectives to 
old fissures, exposed new wounds and high-
lighted unresolved tensions. In the light of 
these signs of the times, we have to engage 
again, and with an even greater urgency.
We must not forget, as we set about these crit-
ical ministries, that the Church has its own leg-
acies of compromise and complicity with the 
wrongs of the past. Our words, our resolutions 
of opposition to apartheid, to exploitation and 
to the injustices that have shaped our culture 
do not absolve us or wipe away the ongoing 
systemic consequences of those involvements 
and benefits. They will continue to undermine 
trust and attempts at reconciliation. Yet we 
cannot forego the slow task of building a more 
solid foundation for the future. Our churches 
have the reach and the inner resources to con-
tinue to be places of healing, reconciliation 
and hope.

In this year of Archbishop Tutu’s 90th birthday, 
and the 60th anniversary of his consecration 
as a priest, we turn to his wisdom. “Forgiving 
and being reconciled to our enemies or to our 
loved ones,” he says “are not about pretending 
that things are other than they are. It is not 
about patting one another on the back and 
turning a blind eye to the wrong. True recon-
ciliation exposes the awfulness, the abuse, the 
hurt, the truth.”

Early on in the pandemic, the great Indian nov-
elist Arundhati Roy posed the question: “What 
lies ahead?” She answered, “Re-imagining the 
world. Only that.” Christians, with our unique 
spiritual gifts, with compassion written into 
our very DNA, must, as part of our missionary 
impetus, ask the same question and bring our 
anointing into shaping the future.

As God’s people in the Diocese of Cape Town, 
we need a new missionary praxis, one in which 
we examine anew the relevance of all our 
practices and structures with a view to moving 
from maintenance to mission. We must live 
out our conviction that, indeed, our Redeemer 
lives! Rooted in that certainty, we must – we 
can – renew, re-imagine and rebuild. We can 
bring about fairness, equity, generosity, shar-
ing and caring for the environment. We can 
both realise and share the dividends of our 
democracy. May we have the courage to con-
tinue our journey until, in the words of Chief 
Albert Luthuli, we will have built “a home for 
all.” May God hasten that day.

God bless you, your families, this Diocese and 
South Africa. Amen
- The Most Revd Dr Thabo Makgoba



We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website:   www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper 
or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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Jim Elliot “God always gives His best to those who leave the choice to Him.”

Provincial News

Two new missionary Dioceses have been inaugu-
rated in July so far as Anglicans in Angola and Mo-
zambique plan their new Province, to be entitled 
Igreja Anglicana de Moçambique e Angola (IAMA). 

In the coastal city of Beira on July 11, Bishop Car-
los Matsinhe of Lebombo inaugurated the new 
Diocese of Pungue River (Diocese Anglicana do 
Rio Pungue).

On July 18 Bishop Andre Soares of Angola 
launched the Diocese of Christ the King (Diocese 
Anglicane de Christo Rei) in Uige in the north-west 
of that country.

Two new Dioceses launched for IAMA

Synod of Bishops to elect new Diocesan for eSwatini
The Elective Assembly of the Diocese of Swaziland took place on 4th August 2021 to elect a successor to the late Bishop Ellinah Wamukoya. 
It has delegated the election of its new Bishop to the Synod of Bishops. Please keep the diocese and the Synod of Bishops in your prayers. The two 
nominees are: The Revd Charles Mhlaba Kunene and The Very Revd Advent Nhlanhla Dlamini.   - The Revd Dr Makhosi Nzimande (PEO)

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba planted shrubs at the cathedral in Mbabane, eSwatini while there for the Elective Assembly in memory of Bishop 
Ellinah as well as for peace with justice in eSwatini. 

RIP Bishop Merwyn Castle
On 2nd August 2021 Bishop Margaret Vertue 
announced the death of the first Diocesan 
Bishop of False Bay,  ‘the Indefatigable and 
spiritual giant, Bishop Merwyn Castle. Our 
hearts go out to his family as well as to the 
Diocese and Anglican Church.’ 

“Indeed an Oak has fallen,” said Bishop Marga-
ret.

Bishop Margaret requested that each parish 
in the diocese have a special parish Eucharist 
on Sunday 8th August  to give thanks to God 

for Bishop Merwyn’s episcopal ministry and to 
pray for the repose of his soul. 

The funeral service of Bishop Merwyn took 
place on Monday 9th August 2021 at All 
Saints, Somerset West. 


