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The Revds Johan Ferndale and Abigail Hopley were ordained to the Priesthood at St George's Cathedral on 10th 
December 2022. We congratulate our new priests. During the service, the Revds Erica Murray and Karl Groepe 
were licensed as honorary canons of the diocese.                                                                  Photographer: James Jacobs 

Ordination to the Priesthood and 
Licensing of Honorary Canons

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE DIOCESE OF CAPE TOWN •  ANGLICAN CHURCH OF      SOUTHERN AFRICA

T
H

E



Page 2               THE GOOD HOPE DECEMBER 2022

Unknown “December is a simple wish that brings spectacular moments."

Editor: Rebecca Malambo

Address: 
The Good Hope 
PO Box 1932,
Cape Town 8000
Tel: 021 469 3766
(In office Thursdays only 10h00-14h00)

Fax: 021 465 1571

E-mail address:
malambor@ctdiocese.org.za

EDITORIALCLASSIFIEDS
Archbishop’s 

Education 
Endowment Fund for 

Theological Education
Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the 

future of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 

donation.
 

A sum of 
R1 483 201.67

has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

Scan QR code with your mobile and learn 
more about the Diocese of Cape Town

I enjoy the dowtime between the festivities of Christmas and New 
Year’s Eve, its a good time for reflection. The world becomes more 
quiet, in my opinion.  This year has been a good one for my family 

and I: in health, in achievements and in connecting with each other. 
We strive to keep building a life that is meaningful and joyful to us.  

I believe what is key in living a meaningful life is to know what your 
needs versus your wants are. Small joys are big and always present, 

when we start noticing what's around us. The birds chirping outside, 
the gorgeous summer sunsets and being with the people we love. 

 I hope as you reflect on the year you have had, that you feel a sense 
of accomplishment and peace. Take time for self-care; show appre-

ciation and practice gratitude. 

Wishing you and yours a blessed and peaceful Christmas. 
"The giving of gifts is not something man invented. God started the 

giving spree when He gave a gift beyond words, the unspeakable gift of 
His Son." - Robert Flatt

Love and Light, Rebecca

16 Days of 
Activism & 

World Aids Day
Fikelela raises awareness in collaboration with 
the South African Council of Churches around 
16 days of activism for no violence against 
woman and children. In preparation for the 
service, the trees at Zonnebloem estate were 
draped with purple cloth. The fence along the 
driveway was covered with messages of “stop 
gender based violence, "enough is enough", 
"break the silence,” which seems to be working 
well as awareness raising.

A service was held at Zonnebloem Chapel, 
hosted by Fikelela and the theme was “I am 
still standing." As part of the awareness raising, 
Churches and their communities were request-
ed to collect toiletry/care packs which will be 
distributed to survivors of gender based vio-
lence. An overwhelming response was received 
and we were able to gather  close to 200 packs 
and our intention is to carry on with this prac-
tical activity to build unity and conscientize us 
to the harsh reality of violence and how we can 
make a difference.

Dr Ruth Jones did a reflection on the story of 
Tamar in 2 Samuel Chapter 13. She shared that-
we must not keep quiet any more, we need to 
tell our story. We need to teach our boys to re-
spect woman and how to treat woman.

Our speaker for the day Juanne Waites from 
the AFM Church spoke about breaking the si-

lence: Don’t turn away or walk away , speak out.  
Enough is enough!  An opportunity was grant-
ed to everyone to light a candle and to remem-
ber loved ones.  Our response to the lighting 
of candles as: “Shape our words and guide our 
actions and make us bright lights of your love.”
 Such powerful words and we want to and need 
to honour our commitment. Jointly, we all par-
ticipated to pledge and take a public stand 
against violence in general, domestic and 
spousal violence. This pledge was put together 
by Revd Rodney Whiteman of St George’s in 
Kuilsriver.

The second part of our 16 days awareness cam-
paign was hosting a lunch time World Aids Day 
Service at Zonnebloem Chapel. Participants 
were invited to light a candle and the young 
children in attendance were requested to light 
the candles at the cross. 

This symbolic gesture is  so powerful and it ig-
nited deep emotion within as we celebrate and 
commemorated World Aids Day with a differ-
ence. It often seems like the world has forgot-
ten the imortance of HIV/Aids education. We 
have journed painfully during COVID and we 
are reconnecting and rebuilding.
- Beverley Hendricks

The Revd Jennifer Swartz was 
licensed and instituted as rector of 
St John's Crawford on 4th December 
2022.
The Ven Allen Goliath was licensed 
and instituted as rector of St Mark's  
Athlone on 7th December 2022. 

New Rectors in the Diocese



 Dear people of God, 
Advent greetings to all of 
you.

For unto us a child is born, 
to us a son is given; and the government will 
be upon his shoulders, and his name will be 
called “Wonderful Councillor, Mighty God, Ev-
erlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6)

During the COVID-19 pandemic, we coined 
the phrase ‘new normal, but in the mean-
time, we’ve been hit by other disasters like 
the unpredictability of the weather caused 
by global warming, the ESKOM crisis that 
causes loadshedding up to stage 6 now, the 
increasing crime and poverty statistics and a 
government that doesn’t seem to know how 
to resolve these crises and who does not put 
the needs of the ordinary citizens before their 
own. 

We have also been saying that we live in un-
certain times. I think the times are indeed 
more uncertain as the crises around us multi-
ply. Is all this part of the new normal?

At the time of the birth of Jesus, there was also 
a sense of hopelessness, fear, and dejection 
amongst the Jews when the Caesar Augustus 
called for a census to be taken. The one thing 
that kept the people going was God’s prom-
ise that he would send the Messiah to liber-
ate them from the oppression of the Romans. 
That time has indeed arrived with the birth 
of Jesus. Through his life among them, they 
learned how to love and how living in a com-
munity with him can reflect God’s kingdom on 
earth.

When crises happen, we are inclined to say 
that we must do everything to protect our-
selves at any cost. At Christmas time, we are 
reminded that Jesus entered the world in cri-
sis when people had lost hope and everything 
looked dark, gloomy, and hopeless. 

God came and took on human form to save 
us all. We are therefore called to be people of 
hope, peace, faith, joy and love and help oth-
ers to focus on it amid heartache and pain.

As we are drawing closer to Christmas and 
the end of the year, we have so much to thank 
God for, so let’s use this time to focus on those 
things. 

We are also challenged to focus on things that 
we can do to make someone else’s Christmas 
a blessed one, e.g. buy a Christmas hamper or 
give a shopping voucher to a struggling fam-

ily, send a Christmas card/email message/ visit 
a lonely person or bring them to church on 
Christmas day, invite someone for Christmas 
lunch or take Christmas lunch to them. Buy 
a child a Christmas gift, visit a senior home, 
reach out to a charity organisation, etc. The 
list is endless of what we can do.

We, as a diocese, want to thank God for our 
new chapter members:
Archdeacons: Mkhuseli Lujabe (Constantia), 
Allen Goliath (Athlone) and Terry Lester (Or-
dinary).
Canons: Claire Hunter and Emma Arongun-
dade (Lay)

We also thank God for the appointment of The 
Venerable Allen Goliath - rector of St Mark’s, 
Athlone; Reverend Jennifer Swartz – rector of 
St John’s, Crawford; Reverend Jenny Goven-
der, to be licensed as hospital chaplain of Red 
Cross Children’s Hospital and Groote Schuur 
Hospital on 1 January; Reverend Melvin Booy-
sen to be instituted as rector of All Saints, 
Lansdowne and the chapelry of St Patrick’s, 
Crawford on 4 February 2023; Reverend Yogi 
to be licensed as a non-stipendiary priest in 
charge of St Peter’s, Camps Bay on 5 February 
and we are grateful for the ministry of Rever-
end Jim Harris there for the past three years.

We thank God that amid our financial con-
straints, his work can continue.

Have a blessed and Christ-filled Christmas and 
a prosperous new year.

 May God bless you richly! 
 +Joshua, Table Bay
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James Barrie"God gave us memory so that we might have roses in December." 

From the Bishop’s Desk

Diocesan Chapter: new Archdeacons and Canons
The licensing took place on 1st December 2022, at St Thomas, Rondebosch during the morning Eucharist service. 
Archdeacon Terry Lester as the Archdeacon to the Odinary
Revd Allen Goliath as the Archdeacon of Athlone
Revd Mkhuseli Lujabe as the Archdeacon of Constantia
Revd Claire Hunter as an appointed Canon   and  Mrs Emma Arogundade as a Lay Canon                                                Photographer: Jesse Pastor



Lailah Gifty Akita “December is a month of divine deal."
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Diocese of Cape Town Lenten Appeal  2023
The History of Eluvukweni Church
The historic worshipping community of Elu-
vukweni was established in 1974 in Old Cross-
roads under the leadership of the then Rev  
David Russell. 

Archbishop Tutu and the Archbishop of Can-
terbury Runcie prayed together in the church 
in 1986.

Shortly afterwards  the structure was burned 
down in the violence which swept Crossroads.  
The congregation was given the name of “Elu-
vukweni” meaning Resurrection in the faith 
that they would rise again. 

Since those days the congregation has been 
worshipping in an informal structure.  The 
structure leaks very badly in winter and is 
very hot in summer. Portable toilets and water 
were only installed for the first time in 2018. 

The Present
The congregation is vibrant with a strong 
Mothers Union, St Bernard Mizeki, St Mary 
Magdalene choir, Altar Servers Guild, youth 
groups and Sunday School. Since there is no 
hall, the various groups compete for a space to 
meet and often times will meet under the tree!

During the week we run a soup kitchen with 
over 100 children coming three times per 
week. 

The congregation has been fundraising for 
many years and with the support of others has 
now raised close to R2 million!

After waiting for decades, the land transfer 
has finally taken place!

The building plans have been passed by the 
Diocese, the City of Council has agreed to re-
zoning and consolidation of two erven. This 
consolidation is being registered with the Na-
tional Surveyor’s office and once that is com-
plete the building plans will go to the City.

Current church building outside

Current church building inside

The Vision
Crossroads is a densely populated commu-
nity where little development has taken place 
over the last few decades. According to the 
last survey this community has an unemploy-
ment rate of 45%. 47% of the community live 
in informal dwellings and 16% do not have ac-
cess to electricity in their homes. Crime rates 
are high and many have lost hope.

The vision is to build a church and hall which 
will create space for the vibrant church or-
ganisations and expand the work of the soup 
kitchen into an educational facility for Early 
childhood development.

With your support in the Lenten Appeal we 
can reach our target of R2.6 million and com-
plete the church building.

Soup kitchen

Future plans for Eluvukweni

“May those who have sown in tears, reap 
with songs of joy”   Psalm 126:6 

DIOCESAN BANKING DETAILS
Board of Trustees 
Standard bank
Cheque Account
Account number : 070085846
Branch code : 051001
Reference: Name of Church / Lenten Appeal

Mother's Union 
mini conference

The Diocese of Cape Town Mother's Union held its mini-conference at 
St Mary Magdalene in Gugulethu on the 12 November 2022.

The day started with the Eucharist service and faithfully departed MU 
members were remembered, and we also appreciated clergy for their 
tireless support. And later introduced the sensitive topic of LGBTQIA+ 
assisted by Fikelela and Gender Dynamix. 
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Charmaine J Forde“The month of giving."

A call for 
the hall 

The original building of St Thom-
as Church in Rondebosch was 
dedicated by Bishop Robert Gray 
on 16 August 1865 and is now 
157 years old. The iconic St Thom-
as parish hall however was only 
opened on 25 May 1923. 

Funds were raised totalling £3590 
for its construction. In 2022 the 
current church council recog-
nised that there was an oppor-
tunity to celebrate the 100 year 
birthday of the hall in 2023 and 
a fund-raising committee was es-

tablished to initiate fundraising 
and celebration projects in 2022 
and 2023 which will create an op-
portunity to do some much need-
ed maintenance and to reflect, 
confirm and celebrate the great 
asset we have in the hall. 

The St Thomas hall is classified as 
a Heritage Building and care has 
been taken to do any restoration 
in keeping with guidelines and 
requirements.  

The first fundraising project is 
named ‘The Call for the Hall’ and 
has involved making an appeal 
to the parish, hall users and com-
munity to sponsor tins of paint @ 
R150 per litre. Our painting con-
tractors indicated it has taken 960 

litres of paint to revitalise the hall 
– see before and after pictures!   
(We need to refund our reserves 
that covered the painting costs 
upfront).  

We look forward to a year of 
giving thanks for this beautiful 

building that has hosted count-
less wonderful events, services, 
classes and practices and for our 
forebears who also fundraised to 
build this hall.

- Philip Strachan and 
Caroline Westwood

Diocesan Layministers Service of Healing
An invitation was extended to all layministers in the diocese by Archbishop Thabo Makgoba and Bishop Joshua Louw. The Service of Healing took 
place at St Martin's Bergvliet on Sunday, 27th November 2022. Here are some reflections from layministers around the diocese. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Photographer: Caitlin Ryan

“We all have been affected and some infected by the Covid 19 pan-
demic and we needed to heal. Thank you very much to our Diocese 
for a wonderful healing service conducted by the Archbishop and 
the Bishop of Table bay. We are deeply appreciative and ready for 
God’s work. God Bless.” - Karabo Moletsane : St Cyprian's Langa

"Jehovah Rapha was present and healing our tired spirits and broken 
hearts. I left feeling refreshed and empowered for Advent."
- Michelle Burrows - St Cyprian's Retreat

"The parish of St Dominic were looking forward to the healing Ser-
vice. The healing service fitting for our lay ministers as we are chal-
lenged with so many social ills in our community. We give thanks for 
our own personal healing through the anointing and the service was 
indeed uplifting."- Lena Moses and Juliet September 

"I noticed a deep need and a great desire among the Layministers 
for healing, body, mind and spirit and the readiness of Jesus Christ to 
come with healing in His wings." - Mary Smith : St Martin's 
Bergvliet 

"Lord, may you work through me to bring you honour in all that I do."
- Diana Kraak: St George's Cathedral

"This was my first time being present in the healing service. It was 
a sensitive moment for me. The prayers were so moving, and the 
singing along brought into my mind, how powerful prayers can be.   
Praying for families, and their loved ones, more especially for those 
that have lost families during the pandemic. Receiving the anoint-
ing blessing of Bishop Joshua and Archbishop Thabo, gave me more 
strength." Ilda Chachine : St Paul's Rondebosch

"I really think that it was a great initiative. I was blessed to have been 
anointed by Arch Thabo. A lovely way to acknowledge the layminis-
ters." Blessings - Graeme Cairns: Emmanuel Wynberg



As we continue to observe the 
season of Advent, a time of be-
ing alert and vigilant ahead of 

celebrating the Incarnation, I will soon be vis-
iting Ukraine. Travelling from under southern 
skies to northern winter means I will transit 
from sunshine to a snowy context, demon-
strating our solidarity with a people living in 
a place of pain and suffering because of war. 
Please pray for the people and leaders of 
Ukraine, and indeed the people and leaders of 
Russia, and especially that Europe will again 
find peace.
 
In South Africa, the body politic is consumed 
by the theft from President Ramaphosa's 
Phala Phala farm as our ruling party holds its 
national conference. Here at home, our focus 
should be on those born in squalor, living on 
the margins, without jobs or decent accom-
modation, and not on those in Herod's palace. 
Parliament, with its politicians of all stripes, 
must concentrate on passing legislation that 
eases those burdens, implementing policies 
that will benefit society and building endur-

ing leaders and institutions – not strategising 
around how to cling to power.
 
Many of you will recall that Provincial Stand-
ing Committee in September asked all our 
parishes to highlight the continuing plight 

of the Palestinian people. To that end, I have 
commissioned an online Bible study series 
titled "The Bible and the Land Called Holy". 
To be developed by Bishops Vicentia Kgabe 
of Lesotho, Charles May of the Highveld and 
Raphael Hess of Saldanha Bay, it will be avail-
able in time for Lent 2023.
 
As we celebrate the birth of the Prince of 
Peace, pray with me that the light that shines 
in darkness at Christmas, enabling us to see 
hope and envision the end of strife, will illumi-
nate the lives of Ukrainians, Palestinians and 
South Africans – indeed the lives of all around 
the world who suffer from war and poverty.
 
A blessed, peaceful and happy Christmas to 
each of you and those you love.
 
God loves you, and so do I.

God bless,
++Thabo Cape Town
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Hal Borland “Year's end is neither an end nor a beginning but a going on, with all the wisdom that experience can instill in us."

Ad Laos to the people of God

Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby visits 
Cape Town, Robben Island & preaches at St George's Cathedral

Photographers: Mel Awu / Mother's Union 
and Church Lads and Church Girls Brigade 

St Faith's Garden of Remembrance
On Wednesday, 02 November 2022, All Souls 
Day, Bishop Joshua consecrated and rededi-
cated the St Faith’s Garden of Remembrance. 
On a day when we commemorated all the 
faithful departed, the ceremony had a greater 
meaning. 

The Garden of Remembrance had taken a 
knock and it was in need of renewal and it was 
for this reason a project team was formed with 
Taylor Niekerk (admin intern) as the project 
leader. 

In the past, attempts were made to create 

shade in the garden, resulting in trees being 
planted. But over the years, the water thirsty 
trees prevented the rest of the garden from 
thriving.

All the trees were removed to give the garden 
new life. Taylor teamed up with Village Gar-
dens, the church’s landscapers, to tackle this 
big project. The garden received a variety of 
low-maintenance, aromatic and indigenous 
plants along with new lawn and a restruc-
tured irrigation system. We brought back the 
garden’s beauty, its respect, its dignity, but 
mostly importantly, its parishioners. We now 

see our members visiting the garden more 
often, spending more time with their loved 
ones, but also to reflect on their memories.
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r
Pope John XXIII“Mankind is a great, an immense family. This is proved by what we feel in our hearts at Christmas. “

Links with Cape Town and York Diocese

The link between the two dioceses had existed since the early 1990s 
when Archbishop Njongo and the then Archbishop of York, David 
Hope, wanted to strengthen the ties between their episcopal areas. 
Some of you might recall when a delegation from our shores travelled 
to York in 2005. Much has happened since then – retirements of bish-
ops and archbishops; regions became dioceses, and in 2019, Revd Can-
on Maggie Mclean was appointed as Canon Missioner at York Minster 
Cathedral.

Canon Maggie travelled during April and May 2022, spending a week 
in each of the CT dioceses. Following several meetings after her visit, 
it was agreed that each CT diocese would have a link officer and a link 
committee whose main purpose would be to strengthen ties with the 
churches and organisations in the archdeaconries that we have been 
linked with in the Diocese of York. Our diocese is linked with the Arch-
deaconry of East Riding, Saldanha Bay Diocese is linked with the Arch-
deaconry of York and False Bay Diocese is linked with the Archdeaconry 
of Cleveland.

My visit to York was focused on meeting with the link officer of East 
Riding, Revd David Messer. Before heading to York, I spent some time 
at St Mellitus College in London, where I reported on one of their ordi-
nands, who happens to be South African Dumisani Nhlapo. Dumisani 
served a placement at St Philip’s and the St John’s Leadership Academy 
in August this year.

Then a wonderful train ride from the famous Kings Cross station to York. 
I was tempted to board the train at Station 9¾ headed to Hogwarts.
I joined the worshipping community of St Michael -Le- Belfrey on Sun-
day, 23 October and met with some of the staff team. The curate was 
tasked with taking me for a Sunday roast which obviously included 
Yorkshire pudding. The next evening, I met with the students for pizza 
and bible study. The Belfrey is where Guy Fawkes was baptised and it’s 
directly opposite the minister.

The cathedral is at the centre of a medieval city, so the streets are nar-
row and cobbled; just perfect for the ghost tours that are offered dur-
ing October as a build-up to Halloween. I was able to visit the parish 
of St Martin, Kingston-Upon-Hull, to learn and experience first-hand 
the collaborative work of the churches and charities in the area as they 
assist with foodbanks and referrals of people who need assistance in 
areas of mental health, housing, unemployment and safe, warm spaces 
to have a cup of tea; while someone speaks to them of that extraordi-
nary man called Jesus.

Revd Susan Binks, the link officer for Cleveland Archdeaconry and her 
spouse Chris, hosted me for a few days to experience rural ministry... 
“there are more sheep than people in my area,” she said. Moruti Susan is 
responsible for six village churches and serves as the unofficial chaplain 
to one of the schools. I visited several tea rooms while in York, and to 
my absolute delight, some stocked rooibos tea!

York is a hub of activity, especially during school breaks and weekends. 
The platinum and light festival drew crowds of people into the cathe-
dral to listen to organ music while being mesmerised by the lights that 
danced on the stained-glass windows. For this event, all the chairs had 
to be removed. I was privileged to attend one of the shows and to have 
a private tour of the cathedral. Presiding at the Eucharist in York Min-
ister Cathedral was one of the highlights of my visit and preaching at 
Hull minister, where the new Bishop of Hull, Bishop Eleanor Sanderson, 
had been welcomed just a few weeks earlier, was nerve-wracking. One 
morning was spent at the diocesan office; meeting; sharing and learn-
ing about the various ministries in our respective dioceses; “ we are all 
in the same storm but in different boats” was a stark reminder of the dif-
ferent challenges that we face in this broken world; and how we choose 
to respond to those challenges. It was great to catch up with Revd An-
drew Gready, who was the associate rector of St John’s in Wynberg and 
now serves in the parish of Clifton in the Archdeaconry of York.

From York, I headed to Cambridge to spend some time with Hannah 
Swithenback, an ordinand in the church of England, studying at West-
cott House and Trinity College. Hannah spent six weeks on placement 
at our church this year and I went to deliver the report to her principal 
in person who doesn’t go to Cambridge when the opportunity arises.
Plans are in place for a delegation from York to visit in April and May 
next year. Watch this space…
 
- Revd Canon Natalie Arendse
Link Officer – Diocese of Cape Town and Archdeaconry of East Riding in 
York Diocese



We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website:   www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper 
or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.

Page 8                THE GOOD HOPE DECEMBER 2022

Mehmet Murat Ildan “Let all the failures of your ast year be your guide in the New Year."

I have been in Scotland for jmore 
than a month. I started my Discle-
pleship Training School (DTS) with 
Youth With A Mission Seamill, in 
the middle of October. The team 
I am a part of consists of 10 train-
ees and six DTS staff. Altogether 
we are from eight beautiful na-
tions! It is a wonderful feeling to 
be part of such a culture-diverse 
community of young people, 
who are willing to equip them-
selves to be disciples and radical 
world changers, in this world that 
is in need of a lot of healing and 
revival. 

A month after the DTS started, not 
long after I arrived in Scotland, 
the DTS started its mid-term out-

reach. We did ministry in Belfast 
Northern Ireland for two weeks. 
Here we spent a lot of time con-
necting with young people. We 
volunteered at after-school pro-
grammes for kids. To list a few of 
the things I did: Prayer walking 
in Belfast, assisting after-school 
refugee programmes, youth ini-
tiative programmes, connected 
with a group called ‘Silver Lin-
ings’ which is a group of elderly 
folk from a parish church in Bel-
fast who meet once a week (just 
for fun), we partook in a winter 
coat drive for people who were in 
need of coats. These are just a few 
of the ministries I mentioned. 

During the time God revealed 

Himself to me and it has been 
exciting and mind-blowing ever 
since. Before heading on out-
reach, we were interceding for Ire-
land and its people but especially 
for the division and hurt that 
still remains in Northern Ireland 
after the Troubles, which lasted 
for more than 30 years. How-
ever, both the ethnic part of the 
Troubles as well as the sectarian 
dimension is still ongoing. It was 
amazing how God just shone His 
light of Truth and love through 
and in us during the two weeks. 
Although our impact was not, 
what some of us expected it to be 
in Belfast, it was about touching 
people’s lives in a small yet great-
ly significant way. Whether it was 
talking to a stranger, or the Holy 
Spirit leading you to pray for a 
complete stranger you happen to 
encounter along the road, it was 
us putting our own agendas aside 
and welcoming the Holy Spirit 
to really move in and through us 
so that we could be co-partners 
with the Father. Now, I am back 
in Scotland and I have started 
lectures and a daily schedule of a 
DTS trainee. It has been an amaz-
ing month thus far! 

We are blessed to receive the 
teachings of new lecturers every 
week on different topics. My first 
week of lectures I started with 
Holy Spirit week and it was really 
incredible. I had an epic encoun-
ter with the Holy Spirit, some-
thing I have never experienced 
before. Right after my encounter, 
the Lord gave me this verse, “I am 
leaving you with a gift: peace of 
mind and heart. And the peace I 
give you is a gift the world cannot 
give you. So don’t be troubled or 
afraid.”- (John 4:27) that was so 
reassuring to me, because how 
good and all-knowing is our Fa-
ther that he reassures us when we 
are unsure of things. I would not 

recommend a DTS if you’re fearful 
of going deep with the Father. To 
me, this whole experience thus 
far is about healing through un-
derstanding the Word, so that I 
can teach it to others. And I think 
being a disciple is being a conduit 
for God, allowing God’s power 
to flow through you to others. I 
cannot think of something more 
beautiful than that. And frankly, 
there is no better place to do 
it than in an environment like 
YWAM, where there are staff who 
have had similar experiences and 
who can guide and mentor you, 
where you have peers who can 
support and pray for you. 

In four weeks, the trainees will be 
split into two groups for our long-
term outreach, where we will put 
all that we have learned into prac-
tice. Half of us will be headed to 
London and the other half to two 
separate locations. 

I ask for continuous prayer for me 
as I will be doing ministry in Lon-
don for three months. Thank you 
for all your prayers and support. 
God Bless. 

- Louisa-Mari Davids

‘Blog Post’ from the Missions School in the UK


