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At the site of a mass grave near Kyiv.

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba made a pastoral visit to the 
war-torn nation of Ukraine in the final days of Advent, 
visiting the cities of Lviv and the capital Kyiv, meeting 
with religious leaders, mayors and a 2022 Nobel peace 
laureate, and visiting the sites of massacres and conflict. 
He reflected on his visit during his sermon at Midnight 
Mass on Christmas Eve at St George's Cathedral. Here is 
a summary of what he shared:

"... I was in the office of the Mayor of Lviv, in western 
Ukraine and had travelled there via Poland on a pastoral 
visit, to see and learn for myself the costs and conse-
quences of the war there, now in its 10th month. (De-
cember 2022) Just as we sat down, the air-raid sirens 
wailed. “Don’t worry,” said the Mayor, “the missiles will 
take 70 minutes to get here if they are fired from Be-
larus, or 30 minutes if they come from Russian ships in 
the Black Sea. We can go into the bunker if you like.” He 
then politely asked us whether we wanted tea or coffee.

Two days later, I was in Ukraine's capital, Kyiv, on the day 
the media reported that Russia had attacked the coun-
try's critical infrastructure with dozens of “kamikaze” 
drones in the early hours of the morning as we slept. As 
we went up to see the Mayor of Kyiv, a former boxer who 
has gained renown with his defiance of the invasion, his 
staff had just emerged from the basement after being 
warned by an air-raid siren of the third air strike since 

our arrival. The Mayor said, “Welcome to Kyiv, which 
is unsafe and cold but where we fully guarantee your 
safety.” Some of you still might ask: why did I bother to 
travel all the way to a distant European country instead 
of focussing on Africa or the Middle East, where there 
are many intractable problems and violent conflicts?

It is a valid question, and I turn to Kofi Annan, the Gha-
naian diplomat and former Secretary-General of the 
United Nations, to help me answer it. In his Nobel lec-
ture in 2001, Kofi Annan observed that the 20th century 
was “perhaps the deadliest in human history, devas-
tated by innumerable conflicts, untold suffering, and 
unimaginable crimes.” And, of course, nuclear weapons 
were developed for the first time – weapons which 
threatened, and continue to threaten the future of hu-
manity.                                              continues on page 6

Pastoral visit to the Ukraine during the 
final days of Advent 
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Ann Frank "What a wonderful thought it is that some of the best days of our lives haven't even happened yet."
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EDITORIALCLASSIFIEDS
Archbishop’s 

Education 
Endowment Fund for 

Theological Education
Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the 

future of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 

donation.
 

A sum of 
R1 483 201.67

has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

Scan QR code with your mobile and learn 
more about the Diocese of Cape Town

God cares about everything that concerns you! This is something 
we need to understand. All our expectations should be in God as 

its what He wants. 

These last few weeks have pushed me to put all my expectations 
in God. When I realized He wanted me to have great expectations 

in Him, things fell in place and breakthroughs happened which 
were unimaginable. I've learnt to trust His process and put my 

impatience aside. He does not want us to be perfect, 
He wants our faith!

Ephesians 3:20 "Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask for or think, according to the 

power that worketh in us"

Verbalize your expectations. Say, "Lord, I'm expecting to be led 
by  Your Spirit and I will endure difficulties with a good attitude."

Love and Light, Rebecca

      St Saviour’s 
Claremont hosts a 

Candlelight 
Ceremony against 

GBV
To break the silence and play a role in curbing 
gender-based violence, the parish of St Savior’s 
Claremont, hosted a candle lighting ceremony 
on the 4th December 2022, led by the organ-
isation structures of the parish (AWF, MU, and 
Men Fellowship) raising awareness of violence 
against women and children and to mobilise 
the parish (community) to stand against gen-
der-based violence.

The candles are symbolic of peace and light, 
representing individual candle lighting to 
honor survivors of gender-based violence and 
recall those who have lost their lives. 

We tackle gender-based violence by shining a 
bright light into the darkness which is gender-
based violence. The parish furthermore en-
gaged with each other after a PowerPoint pre-
sentation. 

It is clear that Violence occurs anywhere; within 
the family set-up (domestic/ violence), in com-
munity streets, parks, classrooms, board rooms, 
in war zones, in emergency / relief settings and 
in detention settings. Thus UN (1993) calls gen-
der-based violence “The dark side of the human 
psyche”.

The Church must raise awareness about the 
harmful effects of Gender-Based Violence and 
break the culture of silence among survivors 
of violence. The Church must provide a safe 
net to survivors of Gender-Based Violence. The 
Church must PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY, a 
global call for the year 2030 (The United Na-
tions Sustainable Development Goal 5, 2030) 
(UN 2015).]

As a church and as women of God, can we 
continue to sit quietly on the sideline and do 
nothing?? One of the mandates that God has 
given to us (the church) is found in Proverbs 31: 
8-9 “Speak up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves, for the rights of all who are des-
titute. Speak up and judge fairly, defend the 
right of the poor and needy”.If we are to treat 
each other with love, we must know God. God’s 
desire is to love the world through us.

 Shining a bright light into the darkness which 
is gender-based violence.
- Onica Louw-Msutu

Events and Notices
Guild of the Servants of the 
Sanctuary Chapter Service 

(Evensong) 
Venue: St James the Great, Seapoint
Date and Time: 5th February 2023 at 
3pm

  Diocesan Education Sunday
Date: 5th February 2023

Ordination to the Transitional 
Diaconate 

will take place on Sunday 12 February 
2023 at 3pm in the parish of St Mary 
Magdalene, Gugulethu. Please keep
Jeremy Smith and Zukile Dondolo in 
your prayers. Jeremy Smith is serving his 
placement at Christ Church Constantia 
and Zukile Dondolo at St Mark's District 
6. 



The light shines in 
the darkness, and 
the darkness did 
not overcome it. 

(John 1:5)
 
Dear people of God
 
I greet you at the start of a brand new year, 
2023, with many promises and good fortunes 
to unfold. I wish you God’s blessings for 2023.
 
Let me start by wishing all our learners and 
students success in their studies. A special 
shout-out to our matriculants as you receive 
your results this week. Congratulations! 

To those who didn’t make it, please don’t see it 
as a failure but as a lesson learnt to try harder 
this year. I know that things were extremely 
tough with loadshedding and many external 
problems, but it’s not the end; everybody de-
serves another chance.
 
Let us enter this year with great enthusiasm, 
ensuring it will be much better than last year 
in all aspects of our lives because we will make 
it an excellent year for ourselves and our na-
tion.
 
Sometimes we feel overwhelmed by all the 
challenges that are staring us in the face, like 

the energy crisis (loadshedding level 6), esca-
lating cost of living, ongoing gang violence 
on the Cape Flats, drug addiction among 
our youth, … and the list can go on and on. 
Though this looks like a battle that can never 

be won, scripture clarifies that ‘the light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it.
 
As people of faith, we are the people of the 
light and we should never give up and do the 
right thing, even when it looks as if it does not 
make a difference. Don’t stop! It might make a 
difference in someone’s life.
 
As a church, there might be a few practical 
things that we can already do.

1. We are people of prayer, so let us bring the 
needs of our communities, our country and 
the world into prayer.

2. We have encouraged you to dedicate Thurs-
days to praying for all forms of violence and 

abuse, especially GBV and gangsterism. Please 
continue doing so for this year.

3. Our faith leaders have met with the presi-
dent to address the devastating effect that the 
loadshedding has on all of us. Specific prom-
ises have been made. Let us wait for feedback 
and further recommended action. Let us not 
allow ourselves to become puppets in the 
hands of political leaders.

4. The economic situation has severely af-
fected so many of us, so if you can help your 
neighbour in any way possible, do it. Support 
your soup kitchens, night shelters or NGOs 
that look after the needy. Visit the lonely.

5. Thank you to the diocesan education task 
team for putting together a ‘back to school’ 
package. I hope all our churches will have 
‘Back to School’ services and support for learn-
ers and students as they start another exciting 
year. Let us pray for our education institutions, 
administrators, educators, learners and par-
ents.

6. As you are all aware, there is a new Covid 19 
strain in the country, so I want to encourage 
you to look after yourselves and your loved 
ones; please boost your immune system.

7. We can think of more practical ways to get 
involved in doing good. As the hymn writer 
puts it: ‘When we work for truth and goodness, 
we become a glove upon the hand of God’.
 
Please pray for Zukile Dondolo and Jeremy 
Smith, who will be ordained as deacons on 
Sunday, 12th February 2023, at St Mary Mag-
dalene, Guguletu, at 3 pm. Pray also for Rev-
erend Terrence Rhoda, the retreat conductor 
and preacher.
 
God bless you richly.
 +Joshua - Table Bay
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Sarah Ban Breathnach"Take a leap of faith and begin this wondorous new year by believing." 

From the Bishop’s Desk

Archbishop Thabo on Eskom's rolling power blackouts
A report from Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, who interrupted his leave to join a virtual meeting on 18th January 2023, including 
President Ramaphosa, interfaith leaders, MPs and the Eskom board and CEO to highlight South Africa's crisis:

"In light of my Christmas message, faith leaders did not mince their words but attempted to spell out the desperate situations 
our people face because of the rolling blackouts. We pressed upon the government the urgency for load shedding to end, al-
beit recognising the reality of corruption, criminality and technical issues. We listened and felt heard. The president understood 
the need for action and also committed to coming back to us."

"As people of faith, we are the people of the light and we 
should never give up and do the right thing, even when 

it looks as if it does not make a difference. Don’t stop! 
It might make a difference in someone’s life."



Paulo Coehlo “If you're brave enough to say goodbye, life will reward you with a new hello."
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Completion of degrees and 
short research visits of clergy

1:  Graduations
We congratulate Bishop Joshua for graduating with a 
BA Honours on 15 December 2022.
Congratulations to Revd Grant Walters who graduated with a 
MA Theology in September.

2: Honours completions in December
Revds Ronald Dias
           Nobuntu Mageza
           Ronald Muller
           Moeketsi Mototjane 

3: Degree completion Cum Laude
Revd  Johan Ferndale 

4: Short research stay at Vrije Universiteit in Amsterdam, 
Netherlands:
Revds   Chesnay Franz
              Lankiri Thaba

5: Successful application for research stay at PThU, Gronin-
gen, Netherlands:
Revd Mcebisi Pinyana 

6: Revd John Klaasen has been appointed as Kjell Nord-
stokke Research Chair in Community Development at VID 
Specialized University. Oslo from January - June 2023. 

Thank you to Archbishop Thabo and Bishop Joshua for your 
support. Without your commitment to lifelong learning and 
formation these outstanding diocesan achievements would not 
be possible. 

Thank you to the parishes who provide the time and space for 
clergy to study and learn for effective ministry within our diocese 
and beyond.

John Klaasen
Dean of Studies 

Bishop Joshua received 
his BA Honours during 

the graduation 
ceremony at the 
University of the 
Western Cape in 
December 2022. 

Revd Philip Donald (pictured above) was licensed Assistant Priest at the 
Church of the Resurrection, Bonteheuwel, on Sunday 01 January 2022.

Appointments and Licensing:
Revd Jenny Govender has been appointed hospital chaplain at Red 

Cross Children’s Hospital and Groote Schuur Hospital effective 
01 January 2023.

Revd Miseka Mapukata was licensed as assistant priest at St Cyprian’s, 
Retreat on 6th November 2022.

Revd Anthony Williams was licensed as Priest-in-Charge at of Church of 
the Ascension, Devil’s Peak on 6th November 2022.

Christ the King outreach 
during Advent

December 17th 2022:  A group of parishioners from Christ the 
King went out to support the homeless in showing them their love 
and care. The generosity of the parish was overwhelming and the 
organising team are grateful to everyone who contributed in their 

own way: in time and donations. 
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Steven Spielberg“Every single year, we're a different person. I don't think we're the same person all of our lives." 

Heading off to the College of Transfiguration NPC
Avron Flowers:  I am the eldest of 3 sib-
lings. Born in Kewtown, Athlone, attended 
St George the Martyr in Silvertown, which 
is my home parish. Currently residing in 
Plumstead with my wife and our 10 year-old 
son. I am pursuing my Diploma in Theology 
through TEEC.

I lost my father at a tender age of 49 in 2014 
to cancer. During this time my faith grew 
stronger and I sought comfort in God. I knew 
I had to do more. I had worked in the cor-
porate industry and never really felt satisfied 

about what I was doing. This feeling steered me in the direction where I 
finally felt home, back at church and reconnecting with God.

I have been actively involved in church activities: St George the Mar-
tyr - ranging from Youth leader, assisting with Sunday School to serv-
ing on Parish Council. I served on the Diocesan Youth Council, working 
very closely with various Youth workers in the Athlone Archdeaconry, 
in which new found friendships were formed.

An opportunity was placed on my path, as I journey through life, at 
St Martins, Bergvliet, where I was appointed the Youth Pastor for the 
past 5 years and representing my Archdeaconry on a diocesan level as 
a member of the Diocesan Youth Council. My ministerial involvement 
included the following duties:
• Music Ministry (serving alongside the worship team and choir)
• Youth ministry (conduct adult and youth Confirmation classes, run-
ning of the Youth on Friday evenings, partaking in school ministry, and 
Sunday school activities)
• IT and Sound desk management (Audio, Visual, Lighting)
• Parishioner visits (taking communion to the sick and home bound)
This has brought me to the realization that in serving God's people 
we are drawn into a deeper relationship with Him – what joy this has 
been... A verse that comes to mind is John 21 v15-19, NIV where Jesus 
ask Simon Peter trice to reaffirm his love for Him and then recommis-
sions him. Jesus appoints us all to assist Him by caring for His people.

I am grateful for the experience, exposure, knowledge, skills, relation-
ships, and guidance I received in serving as a Youth Worker over the 
years. I entered the Fellowship of Vocation (FOV) in 2020 and it has 
been a journey of self-discovery, obedience, disciplining as well as 
trusting and leaning on God's understanding more, a time of growth 
and shaping in my faith. I am grateful for the immeasurable guidance 
and support from Bishop Joshua Louw, Prof. John Klaasen, Canon Mark 
Andrews together with Canon Reeva Mulder, Canon Natalie Simons, 
and Mr. Hendricks who always reminded us 'how many clergy he guid-
ed though the process.'

To the various institutions I have been part of: St George's Grammer 
School, Blouvlei Special Needs School and Heathfield High School 
thank you for giving me the space and opportunity to share God's 
Word and love. I am thankful for the support from my family, friends, 
home parish as well as my placement parish, St. Martin's, Bergvliet, my 
spiritual director, and everyone who has been part of my journey, who 
imparted their wisdom and who continue to pray for me as I continue 
to discern my calling to the ordained minisrty. 

My expectations for CoTT is to be re-orientated: enabling to discover 
and seek more of God, deepening my relationship in Christ. Entrusting 
God in the next chapter of my journey. God Bless.

Keegan Lee Davids: I was born and raised in 
Mitchell’s Plain and Heideveld on the Cape 
Flats. 

I share my location because “Place” is im-
portant for our story, our experience of the 
world and our theology - mine has been 
shaped through the 90s as our country woke 
up to new possibilities but were still ham-
strung by death, captivity and violence. For 
me “Place” has been the geography of God. 
It's where I have worked out my identity and 
answered my call, it’s how God made sense 

to me whilst growing up and where I first discovered community - the 
embodiment of Gods love on earth. 

I come from a linage of people who found a landing place in the com-
munity of the Faithful. My grandmother was a Church planter and 
community developer (even though she would have never called her-
self that). She was part of the community of people who became the 
Church of the Holy Spirit in Heideveld. My Father as a young boy would 
join my grandmother as she gathered with others to connect, to read 
the Bible together, to share a meal and to plan and organise for the 
transformation of the neighbourhood. My mother from very early on, 
spent her young years caring for the elderly and for her younger sib-
lings, she was following the prompting of the Holy Spirit before she 
even had language for her desire to care for others. I have a younger 
brother who is my pride and joy and 10 years ago I married Lindsay 
who I dated since the age of 14. She is the love of my life and my very 
best friend. 

I am particularly intrigued by people; formation and practise and be-
lieve in the foolish idea that we can re-imagine a world where the Jus-
tice and peace of God flows and all of creation experiences shalom. 

I went to Bible College straight out of High school; graduated with a 
Bachelor’s in Theology and spent the last 16 years working as the Youth 
Pastor in the Parish of St. John’s in Wynberg. During this time i have also 
been involved with Scripture Union; Leading and Directing camps for 
young people across the City, working for Ubuntu Football; a whole 
life elite coaching academy, and serving with Ambassadors Football; a 
global sports ministry organisation, where I was leading on the interna-
tional coaching tour in the USA for the last 13 years. 

Most recently I worked as the head of the St. John’s Leadership Acad-
emy; a formation program for young leaders who are discerning a call 
to ordination and community leadership. Throughout this time there 
was one thing I have always been sure of; that God has called me to 
the Church. Irrespective of what I did or with whom I did it; I would 
always find my “place” in Community of the faithful. It’s where I have 
been most alive in my life and work and who I believe to be the conduit 
of God’s grace and the hope for our world. 

I am looking forward to immersing myself in the culture and commu-
nity at college and excited for how God will use my time there as a way 
to continue to stretch and grow me. 

"I come from a linage of people who found a landing place in the 
community of the Faithful." - Keegan Davids

"... FOV has been a journey of self-discovery, obedience, 
disciplining, trusting and leaning on God's understanding more." 

- Avron Flowers



Pastoral visit to the Ukraine from page 1: In 
response to those terrible events of the 20th 
century, leaders came together to unite na-
tions as never before and created the UN, a 
forum where, as Kofi Annan described it, “all 
nations could join forces to affirm the digni-
ty and worth of every person, and to secure 
peace and development for all peoples.”

But now, by invading Ukraine, Russia has act-
ed in flagrant violation of the UN Charter. Arti-
cle 2.4 of the Charter outlaws the use of force 
against the territorial integrity or political in-
dependence of any state, and by breaching it, 
Russia has set Europe and the world back by 
nearly a century.

In that Nobel lecture, Kofi Annan said the at-
tacks of September 11 meant that the world 
had entered the third millennium “through 
a gate of fire”. Well, Russia’s aggression has 
opened a gate of fire for Ukrainians and that is 
why I visited them. I listened to how lives were 
upturned, families ruptured, towns and vil-
lages destroyed, and cities levelled. In Ukraine 
the forces of calamity and violence have been 
preferred by Moscow over diplomacy in a 
manner unseen in Europe since the Second 
World War. This is not something about which 
we can or should remain silent.
 
That is not to say that we should not also hold 
President Putin and the Russian people in our 
prayers. Just as Archbishop Emeritus Des-
mond Tutu declared that PW Botha, the most 
brutal of the apartheid leaders – the president 
who created police and military death squads 
– just as the Arch could declare that “PW Bo-
tha is my brother”, so I can say that not only 
President Zelensky of Ukraine but Vladimir Pu-
tin of Russia is my brother. At the same time, 
Archbishop Desmond also once told us from 
this pulpit, “If you are neutral in situations of 
injustice, you have chosen the side of the op-
pressor.“ And so just as Archbishop Desmond 
and our church vehemently condemned 
apartheid while praying for PW Botha, we too 
can condemn Russia’s aggression while pray-
ing for its people and leaders.
 
In Lviv I also met Myroslav Marynovych, the 
vice-rector of the Ukrainian Catholic Univer-
sity, a man who endured ten years in a Russian 
jail for speaking out against the regime. He 
says movingly of surviving his time in prison, 
“Now I would say that faith was the basis of my 
strength; at the time, I was just tired of living 

in a world of lies.” In Ukraine I saw the differ-
ence that strong, truthful leadership makes. 
It is leadership that sets the tone and makes 
the difference in these circumstances. Think 
of Nelson Mandela and of Archbishop Emeri-
tus Desmond too. We should take our lead 
from them and from Kofi Annan, who said 
after 9/11, “if today we see better and we see 
further, we will realise that humanity is indi-
visible”.
 
Christmas is a time of the heart, and it is said 
that if we do not find Christmas in our hearts 
we will never find it under a tree. This was the 
constant refrain in Lviv, in Kyiv, and in the sites 
of atrocity and displacement I visited. My en-
counters there confirmed what caused me to 
set out on the journey: the message that hu-
manity is indivisible, which is the essence of 
the birth we are celebrating on this most holy 
night. In Ukraine, in towns where the Russians 
have been defeated, there are mass graves, 

torture chambers and evidence of deliberate 
assaults on civilian homes and lives. In Bucha, 
about 30 km from the centre of Kyiv, we visited 
the mass grave in the grounds of the church of 
St Andrew the Apostle. More than 450 civilians 
were killed in the invasion, over 50 summar-
ily executed by the invaders, many with their 
hands tied behind the backs. Perhaps as many 
as 150,000 people have died in indiscriminate 
Russian shelling and Ukrainian defensive ac-
tion, half this number estimated to be Russian 
military casualties.

More than 40 percent of Ukraine's 43 million 
people have been displaced from their homes 
since the start of the war. I visited one centre 
for displaced people in the company of the 
Ukrainian-Rwandan Olympic champion,  Zhan 
Beleniuk, which has seen 80,000 people pass 
through its doors. Some of the children are 
there without their parents, or with just one 
parent, their fathers fighting at the front.

And the costs of war are not to be measured 
just in terms of lives lost or infrastructure de-
stroyed. It is the price of opportunities and 
livelihoods snuffed out, people going cold 
and hungry in the fierce Central European 
winter, and in the difficulty of sustaining nor-
mality in the face of incessant Russian at-
tacks on critical infrastructure, especially in 
these freezing winter months. Nor does the 
war have implications only for the future of 
Ukraine. Oleksandra Matviichuk, the Nobel 

Peace laureate who we also met in Kyiv, re-
minds us of the cost of the failure of leader-
ship for others in the world. “Vladimir Putin is 
not afraid of NATO,” she says, “he is afraid of 
freedom”. The conflict, she says, “is not a war 
between two states, but between two sys-
tems, one authoritarian, the other democratic. 
Russia shows others what they can get away 
with. If we don’t invent something to stop 
such barbaric actions, it will encourage other 
authoritarians to do the same.”

What is happening in Ukraine affects us all, 
not just economically, but especially in terms 
of our values. We cannot preach the ideals 
and values of constitutionalism and then do 
business with those who flagrantly disregard 
human rights. We cannot speak of a common 
humanity and be comfortable with systems 
of government which ensure that some elites 
are more equal than others. We cannot rely 
on institutions to protect our rights and the 
fabric of order if we do not stand up against 
those who promote disorder and the break-
ing of international norms and rules.
 
No one person’s suffering is more or less wor-

thy than another’s. As Africans we know, prob-
ably better than most, what it means to suffer 
under the yoke of a violent oppressor. We can-
not turn a blind eye to others because they are 
not like us. The incarnate Christ breaks such 
barriers as we welcome him in our hearts and 
lives. Any leader must be in touch with their 
people. Before going to the Ukraine, I saw the 
findings of a recent opinion poll which found 
that 75 percent of South Africans believe that 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine is “an act of ag-
gression that must be condemned”. 

Asked what South Africa should do if a sov-
ereign democratic country is invaded by its 
neighbour, less than eight percent said South 
Africa should “offer no support”. 

More than 80 percent said the country should 
offer military, diplomatic or moral support. We 
should ask if our leaders are in touch with our 
people over Ukraine.
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Hillary DePiano "You can get excited about the future. The past won't mind."
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r
Germany Kent“Never underestimate the power you have to take your life in a new direction.“

Year's Mind of Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu
The Church remembered Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Mpilo Tutu, who died on December 26 2021. On the 
morning of 26th December, I prayed specifically for the repose of the soul of the Arch as we observed his year's 
mind. I recalled his humour, his deep spirituality and how seriously he took God when he reflected on the plight 
of the poorest of the poor.  Following his advice, I have over the years taken a retreat from Christmas to Epiphany. 
Please continue to pray for Mrs Leah Tutu and their family. - †Archbishop Thabo 

Ephiphany 
Ad Laos

Dear People of God
On behalf of our church, I have sent 
our condolences to the President of 
the Catholic Bishops' Conference 
and the Catholic Archbishop of 
Cape Town on the passing of Pope 
Emeritus Benedict XVI. We pray for 
the repose of his soul – may he rest 
in peace and rise in glory.

Compliments of the season, and 
a Happy New Year to all! It is my 
hope that in 2023 Anglicans will 
take a lead in our various socie-
ties in Southern Africa in wrestling 
with the question of how we can 
put aside personal greed and self-
advancement, and work together 
with others to pursue with vigour 
that which will help us to become 
part of something bigger than our-
selves.

I refer of course to what you have 
heard me consistently advocating 
over recent years, and that is the 
New Struggle – a new struggle for 
a new society, a society of compas-
sion and caring, a society in which 
we end inequality of opportunity 
and improve the lives of the poor-
est of the poor.

Looking beyond the weeks of joy-
ful celebration of Christmas and 
the New Year, looking beyond the 
wishes of goodwill generously 
shared with one another, the pur-
suit of the New Struggle has the 
potential to establish a new basis 
for our spiritual, economic, political 
and social lives: a morally virtuous 
framework that could and should 
unleash a sustainable wave of real 
change, or – as some describe it – a 
movement of transformative im-
provement and a re-prioritisation 
of the needs of our diverse com-
munities.

To express the hope for such a 
movement is not wishful thinking. 
Hope, as I have said before, is not a 
nebulous, pie-in-the-sky concept. 
No, hope is the driving force which 

motivates our determination to 
name our problems, to identify 
solutions to them and to mobilise 
people to overcome them. Hope 
must be what drives us to work to 
fulfill our Constitution’s promise of 
a society based on democratic val-
ues, social justice and fundamental 
human rights.

In recent days, the sad, racist attack 
on black children – including family 
members of retired Bishop Meshack 
Mabuza of Swaziland – at the Ma-
selspoort holiday resort outside 
Bloemfontein once again brought 
home the urgency of dealing with 
the hate and prejudice which still 
pervades South Africa. Just as ur-
gent is the need for civil society, in-
cluding the Church and other faith 
communities, to refuse to surrender 
the human rights of the most mar-
ginalised: shack dwellers, refugees 
and economic migrants from other 
parts of Africa and the LGBTQI com-
munity.

In South Africa, civil society has 
been at the core of the New Strug-
gle, a major contributing factor 
which prevented the dismember-
ing of democracy as our Constitu-
tion came under assault in recent 
years. In this struggle, Christians 
have held out the hope of what we 
might describe as a Pauline renew-
al, offering to society a vision of the 
abundant life promised by Jesus.

Now we are facing profound new 
challenges in South Africa. As 
we’ve seen others ask, “How do you 
shame a shameless government 
and political parties into being 
movements of the people, com-
mitted to the common good rather 
than existing for their own and 
their families' self-advancement?” 
How can we say that the voices of 
the people are being heard and 
acted upon when we see our politi-
cal leaders living the high life while 
claiming there is no money for ser-
vice delivery, basic education and 
healthcare? Where does this soci-
etal deafness and social arrogance 
come from?

In South Africa we need leaders 

who can fulfill their constitutional 
obligations, ensuring that social 
problems are addressed, ensuring 
that the new era of African democ-
racy becomes a reality in South 
Africa too. Such leaders will recog-
nise that our future is not just in the 
hands of politicians but that all the 
country's economic and social for-
mations must be brought into the 
narrative so that everyone, includ-
ing the poor, is listened to for their 
ideas, insights and solutions.

Sadly, we are coming to the collec-
tive realisation that if our current 
government is incapable of self-
correction, then a new coalition 
of forces is essential. Here are the 
realities that such a coalition will 
have to face up to:
1. Poverty is not by accident, it is by 
design — lower-income, less edu-
cated, voiceless people are so much 
easier to control.
2. In the social context, South Afri-
ca has the highest unemployment 
rate in the world — with 66.5 per-
cent youth unemployment,
3. In the Human Development 
Index compiled by the United Na-
tions Development Programme, 
South Africa ranks in the second-
lowest quartile. Half of the adult 
population lives below the poverty 
line and 19 million of our 60 million 
people are dependent on social 
grants. No less than 47 percent of 
households ran out of food during 
Covid-19 lock downs.
4. With the highest Gini coefficient 
globally, South Africa is the most 
unequal nation in the world. The 

richest 10 percent hold 71 percent 
of the wealth and the poorest 60 
percent hold seven percent of the 
wealth.
5. People in sub-Saharan Africa are 
experiencing acute food insecurity.
6. In the larger context, the world is 
moving away from financial stabil-
ity, predictable financial markets, 
low interest rates and low inflation. 
The world is now characterised by 
unpredictable external shocks and 
increased volatility brought on by 
climate change, worsened by the 
Covid pandemic, and now ampli-
fied by Russia’s unprovoked, un-
warranted, the unjustified invasion 
of Ukraine and climate change.

We must come together to address 
these realities. A plethora of inde-
pendent movements is not enough. 
Whether under the umbrella of the 
New Struggle, or some other vehi-
cle that embraces all voices, from 
the poor, to the spiritual leaders of 
our country, to the leaders of busi-
ness and labour, we need an alli-
ance of leaders and forces to say: 
“Enough is enough!”

Your futures, our countries' futures 
are in our hands. It is time to heal 
our political polarisations, to rec-
ognise that the chasms between 
rich and poor cannot be tolerated 
and that overcoming inequality of 
opportunity is the solution to un-
employment. We are so blessed 
to be living here in this century. 
It’s in our hands to shape the fu-
ture and to give our children and 
grandchildren their best possible 
futures.

In 2023, how will we leave be-
hind personal greed to become 
part of something bigger than 
ourselves? The answer: the New 
Struggle!

As I prepare to go away until 9th 
February on my post-Christmas 
break, my warmest wishes go to 
you at this Epiphany. And remem-
ber: God loves you, and so do I.

God bless,
††Thabo Cape Town



We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website:   www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper 
or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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J.P. Morgan “The first step towards getting somewhere is to decide you're not going to stay where you are."

The Anglican Students Fellowship 
on the UCT campus is made up in 
the main of a transient congre-
gation formed by students who 
come and go after completing 
their studies. 

The pandemic could have been 
more difficult to bear if not for 
the faith and resilience of our 
students who chose to keep the 
bonds of fellowship and prayer 
amid hope and hesitation. 

The new year begins with great 
joy but also with mixed emo-
tions as we witness the end of a 
challenging but reassuring jour-
ney which forced us to distance 
ourselves from one another and 
readjust our worship and liturgy 
to meet the demands and chal-
lenges of the time.

Apart from home, our congrega-
tion comprises of students from 
different parts of the African 
continent and beyond; it reflects 
different sections of our mother 
continent and the world at large. 

When we worship, the themes 
and order of service are set to 
reflect this diversity in song and 
prayer. We are a small but vi-
brant congregation that sees it-
self as part of St Paul's family in 
Rondebosch. 

Scriptural readings, followed by 
a brief homily by the celebrant in 
which the community is invited to 
reflect, respond or give testimony 
as each forms a crucial part of our 
Sunday worship. Each year we fol-
low a specific theme decided by 
the students themselves.

Since 2019, covid-19 pandemic 
and the pandemic of gender-

based violence have been re-
current themes. As we engaged 
with the effects of the covid-19 
pandemic, our reflections offered 
us the insights to reflect on other 
kinds of pandemics that have 
been around for so long such as 
the pandemic of gender-based 
violence, poverty, xenophobia 
and marginalization. 

In the spirit of Anglicanism, our 
students from different parts of 
Africa and beyond have helped 
us cultivate a spirit of solidarity 
enshrined in the ideal of ubuntu. 

This has been quite evident as we 
reflected on the pains and long-
ings of our mother continent and 
the rest of the world in a partici-
patory and inclusive worship that 
expresses the diversity, joys and 
challenges we experience as one 
congregation, made up of stu-
dents and members of academic 
staff at UCT. As Chaplaincy and 
Ansoc. 

It is our conviction that theologi-

cal ideas and the spirituality we 
forge together will empower us 
with the confidence, legitimacy 
and insights to engage in person-
al and community transforma-
tion. But also that through faith-
ful practices and experiences all 
will find the potential to care for 
one another and be active par-
ticipants and agents of change 
in their communities as they find 
their way home after their univer-
sity studies (Mwai 2021). 

As the year closed with the pro-
sect of a new journey beginning, 
the majority of our students were 
resonant in their reflections. They 
proffered that we should use the 
experience of Christmas to look 
forward to the day when the Mes-
siah's reign of justice, mercy and 
peace will come in all its fullness 
through our pastoral responses 
and involvement in the building 
of Gods' reign here and now. 

Further, our students were of 
the same spirit in concluding 
that since the message of Luke 

is one of redemption, liberation 
and freedom, particularly the lib-
eration of the poor and the op-
pressed of society, they should 
begin to take practical steps in 
reviewing their different fields of 
studies in the light of their impact 
in alleviating the plight of the 
poor.

As we contemplate 2023 we can 
use the story of the humble birth 
of Jesus in which the lowly are lift-
ed and exalted above the mighty, 
to gauge the moral compasses of 
our different social institutions 
and the services they render. 

The implication is that such gaug-
ing could help us to see whether 
present policies are peace and 
justice-enhancing, whether the 
hungry are fed and clothed, and 
whether the blind are given their 
sight or made more blind and 
mute.

- Revd Dr Isaias Chachine
UCT Chaplaincy

Providential Grace and Human Response   
Walking in Faith amid Hope,  Doubt and Hesitation


