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Ad Laos - 

to the people of God

“Give a person a food parcel and you feed them for a 
week. Teach them to grow their own food and you feed 

them for life”

Covid-19 has had a harsh impact on communities with 
the cost of basic food on a rise, high unemployment 
rate and lack of possibilities.

The Anglican Church of St Columba in Gugulethu 
opened its doors for a home food gardening course to 
be run by the Green Anglicans. 

The course ran over a six-week period  and church and  
community members learned skills on how to prepare 
seed boxes, trench beds, make  compost, planting, pest 
control, crop rotation, biodiversity, windbreaking, liq-
uid fertilizer , succession planting and  propagation. Ms 
Gugu Mazibuko, a member at Christ Church Constan-
tia,  who led the training said “not only was the train-
ing about learning gardening techniques but also the 
value of soil and it was now up to the graduates to use 
that which they have gained to better themselves and 
their  loved ones.”  

On 23rd June, a wonderful graduation ceremony was 
held for the 12 gardening course graduates. The Revd 
Mzamane thanked the Green Anglicans for bring hope 
to the community of Gugulethu and encouraged the 
graduates not to sit  at home with their skills but feed 
their families and feed the nation by selling fresh pro-

duce to locals, and invited them to sell outside church 
after service on a Sunday.

We would like to thank Ms Wendy Mhlaba and Mrs 
Nombeko Leputhing for having mobilised community 
members to attend the course and Ms Gugu Mazibuko 
for having shared her skill with great compassion with 
the community of Gugulethu.  

- Bino Makhalanyane
- Photographer: 
Wendy Mhlaba
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St George’s Cathedral 

lectures

St Columba Gugulethu provides food 
security for its congregation
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1 Peter 5:7 “Casting all your anxities on him, because he cares for you.”

Editor: Rebecca Malambo

Address: 
The Good Hope 
PO Box 1932,
Cape Town 8000
Tel: 021 469 3766
(In office Thursdays only 10h00-14h00)

Fax: 021 465 1571

E-mail address:
malambor@ctdiocese.org.za

God gave us spiritual instincts - to survive: to overcome chal-
lenges and to help others in their time of need; to know: our 
curiosity in our quest for knowledge and to control: we are all 
born to lead, for some its underdeveloped or just laziness in 
thinking that being a follower is easier. 

There is a difference between human instincts and God’s Spirit. 
Our physical senses guide us in a direction when something is 
wrong and we react. The Holy Spirit however works above and 
beyond our physical senses.  God gives us peace so that we can 
do what God wants, even when we are scared. 

When we run on our own instincts, most times, it’s in fear but 
when we can discern when we are hearing from the Holy Spirit, 
we have peace in our hearts.  God then reveals His will.  We have 
to be patient with ourselves, rely on our faith during the storms 
of life and during the happy and joyful moments. 

Love and Light, Rebecca

EDITORIALCLASSIFIEDS
Archbishop’s 

Education 
Endowment Fund for 

Theological Education
Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the 

future of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 

donation.
 

A sum of 
R1 483 201.67

has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

Scan QR code with your mobile and learn 
more about the Diocese of Cape Town

St George’s Cathedral lectures:
“The fire, the river, and the scorched earth in-between”
The series of eight lectures titled “The fire, the 
river, and the scorched earth in-between” will 
take place between 26 June and 3 December 
2021. 

The lectures will take place at the St Georges 
Cathedral, also called the ‘Peoples Cathedral.’  
It is the oldest cathedral in Southern Africa and 
the mother church of the Anglican diocese in 
Cape Town. It is a place where ‘difficult dia-
logues’ continue to take place. Historically and 
symbolically it is located on what we could call 
a ‘sankofa-cusp’: forging a way forward while 
extrapolating valuable aspects of the past.

The focus of the lectures will be: “50 Years of 
Black Liberation Theology through the lens 
of Prof Allan A Boesak.” One of Africa’s most 
respected theologians, Tinyiko Maluleke, has 
called Allan Boesak “our Martin Luther King 
and James Cone rolled into one.” As preacher, 
prophet, pastor, theologian, ecumenist, au-
thor, political and human rights activist for a 
period spanning more than fifty years, Allan 
Aubrey Boesak represents the fullest picture 
of a truly organic theologian. 

The series of eight lectures will trace the rise, 
development, and resilience of Black Libera-
tion Theology in South Africa, viewed through 
the lens of Professor Boesak’s own theology. 
It seeks to answer questions about why, de-
spite Eurocentric academic disdain and mar-
ginalisation, Black Theology has remained 
powerfully relevant and in recent years has 
rekindled the passion of a new generation.

The historicity of the lecture series is cap-
tured in the project name: A Camissa Project. 
‘Camissa’ means ‘place of sweet waters’ also 
identified as the name used by the indig-
enous Khoi people for ‘Cape Town’. In recent 
years this name has been revived by history, 
heritage and memory activists. It situates the 
project where it belongs: within the realm of 
the first nation people, in the context of land 
grabs, displacement and occupation, while 
yet remaining historically inclusive. 

The project seeks to reveal the confluence of 
the many tributaries that have worked against 
suffering and struggled for freedom in South 
Africa. At the same time, it aims to deepen 
the quest for sustainable justice grounded in 
a reflective praxis which draws strongly from 
the wells of the WORD both ancient and im-
mediate, through the lived experiential lens of 
Professor Boesak.

Each of these webinars will take place from 
16h00 - 18h00 South African time on 

Saturdays. 

The dates for these lectures are as follows:

•	 Lecture	1	-	26	June	(held)
•	 Lecture	2	–	24	July
•	 Lecture	3	–	14	August
•	 Lecture	4	-11	September
•	 Lecture	5	–	9	October
•	 Lecture	6-30	October
•	 Lecture	7	-13	November
•	 Lecture	8	–	27	November
•	 Roundtable	-	3	December

   Each Lecture will follow a similar format:
•	Lecture	by	Dr	Boesak
•	Responses	by	panelists	(to	be	announced)
•	Online	interaction	with	participants
•	In-person	interaction	from	audience	present

To book, visit: https://www.quicket.co.za/
events/143470-the-fire-the-river-and-the-
scorched-earth-between-south-african-
event/#/
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Psalm 16:8“I have set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken.”

From the Bishop’s Desk

Licensing of the Diocesan Synod Manager

The Revd Keith De Vos was licensed as Synod manager 
on 9th June 2021 at Braehead by the Rt Revd Joshua 
Louw.

Pictured  from left to right are Bishop Joshua Louw, 
Revd Keith De Vos and Diocesan Administrator 
Lay Canon Charleen van Rooyen.

Photographer: Ilda Chachine

Dear Friends
Greetings to you in these 
ever changing and uncer-
tain times.

So much is happening in our world: natural 
disasters, wars, unrest, famine economic melt-
downs and so much more are some of the 
headlines of the world news, but the biggest 
of all the stories is the impact of this COVID-19 
pandemic on our world. On Thursday I at-
tended a pre-Lambeth bishops’ conversation 
group and I realized then the global devasta-
tion of this pandemic. How does the church 
continue to carry on with the work that God 
has called us to do.

We  in South Africa are now in the grip of 
COVID-19 3rd wave, which has taken many 
lives and many people have been infected. We 
are in the second week of lockdown alert level 
4 and I have a feeling that the president might 
extend it until the end of the month. This level 
means that in-person church services are 
prohibited and only 50 people can attend fu-
neral services, but this does not mean that the 
church is closed, on the contrary, the work of 
God must continue in these trying conditions.

1. We must continue with our services making 
use of social media and encouraging fami-
lies to have ‘house church’ every day in their 
homes.

2. Some parishes would have had holiday clubs 
during this school holiday but due to lock-
down, which prevents big groups from meet-
ing and the early closure of schools, might not 
have prepared for a holiday club this year. I am 
urging parish leadership and young people to 
see what can be done to keep our children off 
the streets. We know that the intention is for 
schools to re-open on 19 July, but again there 
is no certainty, so how can we assist? How can 

we assist if children go to school every second 
day? WE MUST HELP TO GET OUR CHILDREN 
OFF THE STREET! Let us talk!

3. Our Diocesan Synod is meeting from 22-
24	 July	 2021	 –	 having	 done	 some	 research	
to determine if this is still a possibility, seeing 
that it will most probably be the time when 
the Western Cape will be peaking, we have 
decided that Synod will start on 22 July, with 
the opening Eucharist from Good Shepherd 
Church, Kirstenbosch. 

The archbishop will preside and deliver his 
charge. The service will be livestreamed so 
that the whole diocese can be part of it. All the 
Synod representatives will join from home and 
will be part of a Zoom group, so that a quorum 
can be declared and synod can be constituted. 
After the service, a resolution will be tabled to 
adjourn Synod and call us back at a more suit-
able time. Between the adjournment of Synod 
and its resumption, we will meet in commit-
tee of Synod, which will allow the diocese to 
discuss	 the	 Agenda	 of	 Synod	 (Archbishop’s	
charge,	 measures,	 motions,	 and	 reports)	 in	
small groups in parishes, archdeaconries and 
organisations. All of this is spelt out in this 

Good Hope, in the Synod manager’s report. 
This is exciting because it is very rare that the 
whole diocese has an input on the decisions 
of Synod. 

4. Your prayers are asked for the work of the 
tribunal. It is the first time in a very long while 
that we have a formal tribunal in our diocese. 
Your prayers are asked for Reverends June 
Major and Melvin Booysen, together with 
their families, the tribunal team and all oth-
er involved. We pray for God’s justice to be 
done. 

5. Many of us might be experiencing ‘spiritu-
al dryness’, where we are struggling to con-
nect with God or are just experiencing some 

‘spiritual heaviness’, which might seem more 
prominent now. Bishop Geoff has offered to 
journey with small groups. Please contact my 
office for more information.

When we go through challenging times, we 
think that it is the worst. I would like to en-
courage us with the letter to the Hebrews 
chapter 11, which speaks of the faith of our 
forefathers. God took them through their dark 
times and gave them His light. 

When we look back into our lives and the lives 
of others and our nation, then we will also see 
that we were also going through dark times 
and God led us out of there. 

COVID-19 and the political unrest in our coun-
try might be our communal darkness and we 
might be going through darkness as individu-
als, please look back and see where we were 
and how God has led us from there, so God 
will also be our light that will lead as out. 

God bless!
+Joshua



Galatians 5:1 “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.”
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St Thomas Rondebosch gets creative in music
Like everyone, St Thomas had to think creatively for ways to continue 
our life of worship under Level 4 Covid restrictions. With very short no-
tice, parishoners were invited by our organist and choir Director, Mrs 
Sonja Brassler, to come and make music! 

A	wonderfully	enthusiastic	ad	hoc	group	of	singers	and	musicians	(in-
cluding	the	 rector)	met	 in	 the	church	 for	2	sessions	 to	both	practice	
and record songs, hymns and instrumental pieces. Using cellphones 
we recorded our music, which was then edited on computer by Aphi-
we Mame. 

These were sent to Revd Claire as WhatsApp ‘voicenotes’ to be stored 
in our “music bank” on her phone. As long as we are not permitted to 
gather together for worship, these will be used in our online Facebook 
livestream services. Instead of using YouTube clips or professionally re-
corded	music	–	we	are	enjoying	having	our	own	‘home	grown	product’	
which is authentically “us”! 

It was so much fun and so easy to do! 

- the Revd Claire Nye Hunter

Pictured bottom left to right: Zuby, Liz, Anja, Tuntun, Lucia, Sonja, 
Aphiwe. Claire and Anja on violin

Fikelela AGM
Fikelela Aids Project will be hosting its virtual AGM 
on Thursday 5th August 2021 at 18h00.  Fikelela are 
looking for two additional Board Members who have 
experience in Human Resources and in the Legal field.  
This is in a voluntary capacity and all meetings are cur-
rently held via Zoom.  

If you are interested and would like to join the Board 
please forward your CV to fikelela@ctdiocese.org.za.  
the successful candidates will be co-opted on to the 
Board after the AGM.

Eluvukweni Crossroads plants memorial trees 
“... The leaves of the trees are for the healing of the 

nations”  Revelation 22:2

Many of us have lost loved ones in 2020 and because of 
COVID regulations, we were not able to attend funerals 
or say our final farewells.

The Anglican Church of Eluvukweni in Crossroads plant-
ed memorial trees to honour those who passed away in 
2020. Each tree will be looked after by the organisation 
which the deceasedbelonged to: The Mother’s Union 
and the Guilds of St Bernard Mizeki and St Mary Magda-
lene. May their memories be blessed. 
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Job 8:7“And though your beginning was small, your latter days will be very great.” 

Theological Education: College and University graduates for 2021

Join me in congratulating the following persons on completing their studies in theology. As you know 2020 and 2021 has been very difficult years 
to do things under normal circumstances.  The following clergy and ordinands managed to complete their studies under very difficult conditions. 
They are an inspiration to all and I hope many of us will follow their example and find ways to overcome our challenges.

College and University graduates for 2021:
Reverends: Mcebisi Pinyana Master in Arts

                     Grant Damoes         Honours in Theology
                     Chesnay Frantz       Honours in Theology
                     Daniel Papier           Bachelor in Theology

                     Philip Donald          Postgraduate diploma in theology
                     Miseka Mapukata

Ordinands:  Abigail Hopley     Honours in Theology
- the Revd Dr John Klaasen

SYNOD 2021
In the year 1856, Bishop Gray wrote a pastoral letter summoning clergy and laity to a Synod of Cape Town in 1857.  The inclusion of the 
laity signalled a seminal innovation within the Anglican Communion.  It also prompted the Bishop of Lichfield, England, to call a Diocesan 
Conference of clergy and laity for the first time in 1868.  Understandably some Cape Town parishes had difficulty in choosing lay repre-
sentatives to attend its first Synod.  A few lay people objected to lay participation because they “saw nothing desirable and everything 
dangerous in lay representation.”  However, the laity who attended the first Synod made an important contribution to the subjects dis-
cussed.   The conclusions agreed to, significantly influenced the future of our church in ACSA, not least, giving women equal rights to men 
to vote at vestry meetings, passed at the eighth Provincial Synod held in 1915.  The Synods of the Anglican Church, links us historically to 
the Apostolic tradition in Acts chapter 15.  At the Jerusalem Council in AD 50, St Paul made an emphatic case for an open and inclusive 
“church.” In Acts 15:28 we read those memorable words of acceptance: “For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to us to impose no fur-
ther burden than these essentials…If you keep yourselves from these, you will do well.”

Under normal circumstances, the opening of Synod is formally Constituted by the Archbishop and formally dissolved at the closing of 
Synod within three days.  The format of our Diocesan Synod this year as explained in previous articles, is the result of the challenges we 
face in the midst of a Covid-19 pandemic.  

As we find ourselves at the height of a third wave of infections, with the President announcing adjusted level four lockdown procedures 
in place for South Africa, we are compelled to further amend the format of our Synod proceedings.  As a result Archbishop Thabo, Bishop 
Louw and the Advisory Committee have agreed that we will proceed with Synod along the following basis:

1. Registration of Synod representatives will no longer take place at Sacred Hubs but from their homes.
2. The opening Eucharist service and Preliminary Business for Synod will be live streamed as planned, via You Tube and   
 the Diocesan Facebook page, on Thursday 22 July 2021 at 19h00.
3. During the Eucharist service, Synod will be Constituted and the Archbishop will deliver his Charge.
4. The Preliminary Business of Synod will take place before the dismissal at the end of the Eucharist service.  At the 
 conclusion of the Preliminary Business, the Archbishop will announce that Synod moves into Conference and adjourns   
 until further notice to reconvene is given.
5. As soon as the lockdown regulations are eased and permit in person gatherings, the Archbishop will give thirty days’   
 notice for Synod to resume in Sacred Hubs, “until such time as all business has been transacted” 
	 (Acts	of	Diocesan	Synod	2:1.5,	pg.	9).																											

Standing Rules of the Provincial Synod state:

“Conference” shall mean a meeting of Synod for the purpose of hearing and discussing the theological, pastoral and prophetic principles 
and implications of matters to come before Synod and of dealing with such matters in such manner as shall be recommended by the 
Advisory	Committee,	or	as	Conference	may	itself	determine”	[Constitution	and	Canons,	3.	(V),	pg.	217].

Continuing Synod in Conference affords Diocesan Synod representatives the unique opportunity to engage more fully with the items in 
the Agenda Book and the Archbishop’s Charge, than is usually the case.  I encourage you to discuss agendum items with each other and 
interested parishioners at parish or archdeaconry level.  But please ensure that you conduct such dialogue within the prescribed Covid-19 
lockdown level rules.

- the Revd Keith De Vos (Diocesan Synod Manager) 
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John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

Ad Laos - to the people of God
Looking at the various mod-
els projecting the future of 
the coronavirus pandemic, it 
is clear that the “third wave” 

is still with us this month, 
which	–	as	you	will	read	elsewhere	in	this	edi-
tion	of	Good	Hope	–	has	implications	for	hold-
ing Diocesan Synod in the regional hubs we 
had planned. Please pray for Diocesan Synod, 
and do join our opening service virtually on 
YouTube and the Diocesan Facebook page at 
7pm on the evening of Thursday July 22.

Many of us are frustrated with the seemingly 
never-ending restrictions and frustrations 
of living with the pandemic, especially the 
loneliness which some elderly parishioners 
are experiencing. We maintain in discussions 
with government that churches are not super-
spreaders of the virus, and so some pastors are 
arguing that we should defy the Disaster Man-
agement Act and open our churches. But even 
if the carefully-controlled conditions in which 
many of our Anglican parishes meet minimise 
the possibility of worshippers contracting 
Covid-19, two wrongs don’t make a right.

I know that not attending services in person 
is missiologically a challenge. As Psalm 43 
says, we yearn to go to the altar of our God 
to worship and praise God with lyre. Data for 
watching services on our phones is costly, 
making online worship impossible for many. 
But speaking for Anglicans, there is consensus 
among the bishops that we need to remain 
cautious. The coronavirus does not discrimi-
nate	–	we	are	all	affected.	In	Gauteng	our	bish-
ops responded admirably quickly to the third 
wave and closed their churches even before 
President Ramaphosa imposed his June lock-
down.

The third wave will come to an end but even 
then we will need to deal with the uncertainty 

it	 brings	 –	 the	 former	 chair	 of	 the	 govern-
ment’s Covid ministerial advisory committee, 
Dr Salim Abdool Karim, says the rate of vacci-
nations is not fast enough to prevent at least a 
small, mini fourth wave at the end of the year. 
Coronavirus does not discriminate we are all 
affected.

So I underline Bishop Joshua’s appeal, please 
to let us continue to meet as families. Let us 
wear our masks and wash our hands, let us 
keep the air flowing through our homes and 
offices	even	 in	 the	cold,	 and	–	especially	 im-
portant	–	let	us	reach	out	to	the	elderly,	care	
for the neediest among us and perform at 
least one act of compassion to challenge the 
inequality from which our society suffers.

I also want to also take this opportunity to 
send an extra message of prayer and support 
to clergy and their families. Amid this crisis, 
the clergy still have to make pastoral visits, to 
baptise, confirm, marry and bury their parish-
ioners, and to worry about finances, all under 
much more difficult conditions than ever be-
fore. The psychological effects of this pressure 

and	importantly	“over-caring	fatigue”	–	 is	hit-
ting the clergy.

We are as a result facing higher bills for psy-
chological treatment, and our Diocesan health 
scheme has limited resources for such inter-
ventions. 

Please check with your priest this month on 
how she or he is doing, and I urge you to make 
a	 contribution	 to	 the	 Diocesan	 office	 –	 no	
matter	how	small	–	 to	help	with	 the	costs	of	
clergy health care. I am aware that we are all 
struggling through the pandemic but, as our 
children used to say, “sharing is caring”. I have 
asked the Dean of Studies to explore holding 
webinars in which psychologists and counsel-
lors can guide clergy and anyone else who is 
interested through this journey.

As Good Hope was about to be published, 
news broke of the unrest which protests 
against the jailing for former president Jacob 
Zuma has sadly unleashed. Clergy are send-
ing messages saying the government seems 
to be overwhelmed by violence and looting. 
Please pray for the police and the SANDF as 
they take action to restore order, for all those 
injured and for all who have died suddenly 
and	unprepared	at	this	time	–	whether	a	result	
of Covid-19 or the unrest. Pray too for effective 
long-term action to address the problems of 
inequality, unemployment and poverty. 

Our condolences go to the Zuma family on the 
death of Mr Zuma’s younger brother, Michael, 
who has died after a long illness.

During Petertide my prayer has been, 
“Take courage, don’t fear.”

Blessings to each one of you.
+ Archbishop Thabo Cape Town

Archbishop Thabo’s pastoral letter to the Laos of eSwatini
Dear People of God,
Since the sad and untimely death of Bishop El-
linah Ntombi Wamukoya of Covid-19 related 
complications	 last	 year,	 the	Canons	 (laws)	 of	
the Anglican Church of Southern Africa dic-
tate that, as Archbishop and Metropolitan of 
the Church, I act as Bishop of her Diocese until 
the election of her replacement.

It is therefore in my capacity as Archbishop, as 
Bishop of the Diocese and as a simple pastor 
concerned for people’s welfare, that I reassure 
not only Anglicans but all the people of eS-
watini of my love and prayers at this difficult 
time.

The Gospels require that I do not point to a 

speck of dust in the eye of another and ignore 
the	 log	 in	 my	 own	 eye.	 (Matthew	 7:3;	 Luke	
6:41)	Thus	 it	 is	 in	 full	awareness	of	 the	prob-
lems in other countries in the region that I 
urge the people of eSwatini not to get caught 
up in cycles of conflict.

In the midst of the turmoil that many of you 
are experiencing, I urge you not to resort to vi-
olence, nor to the excessive use of State pow-
er, as you confront your current challenges. 
For violence begets more violence, and injury 
and death generate anger which makes prob-
lems only more difficult to resolve.

As a bishop and a pastor, while I am bound not 
to compromise the truth, I am primarily called 

to a ministry of reconciliation. As I have always 
advocated in places where there is no peace, I 
urge you all to repudiate the use of force, to sit 
around a table, and to talk to one another with 
the aim of finding an amicable Swazi solution 
to the challenges that the Kingdom is facing.

As well as reassuring you of my prayers and my 
willingness to do what I can to support efforts 
for a peaceful and just solution, I also want to 
urge the organs of SADC to come alongside 
the Swazi people when invited, in order to 
journey with them to find a lasting solution.
May God bless all the Swazi people at this 
time.

+Thabo Cape Town
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Matthew 7:7“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.”

Rest in peace and rise in Glory 
bishops Eric Pike and Derek Damant

Bishop Derek Damant
The Right Revd Brian Marajh, the Bishop of George, announced the death 
of Bishop Derek Damant, who was Bishop of the Diocese from 1984 to 
1999 on 5th July 2021.

Bishop Damant was also formerly Dean of Pretoria.  He was ordained in 
1958 and served as chaplain at St. Andrew’s School, Bloemfontein and 
principal of St. Stephen’s Diocesan High School in Mohale’s Hoek.

Please pray for Dr Marylynn Damant, his widow, and their family.

Bishop Derek’s funeral took place on 10th July 2021 at St Mark’s Cathedral, 
George.

FROM THE BISHOP’S DESK:
Dear Brothers and Sisters.
We woke up this morning with the news that Bishop Derek passed away 
peacefully in the early hours of this morning.

We thank God for his life and witness. May his soul rest in peace and rise in 
glory. Please keep Marilynn and the family in your prayers.

Yours in the service of Christ,
+ Brian George

Bishop Eric Pike
The Right Revd Eric Pike, former Bishop of Port Elizabeth,  died in 
June 2021, at the age of 84 after a lifelong ministry in the Eastern 
Cape.

After growing up on a Church of Scotland mission station, where 
he learned to speak isiXhosa as well as English, he first trained as 
an educator. He taught at Queen’s College, Komani, but changed 
course as he entered his 30s. He trained for the ministry at the old 
St Paul’s College and was ordained in 1968.

He served in Komga and East London, latterly as Archdeacon of East 
London, before his election and consecration as Suffragan Bishop 
of Grahamstown in 1989. In 1993, he was elected the third Bishop 
of Port Elizabeth, succeeding Bishop Bruce Evans and Bishop Philip 
Russell before him. He retired in 2001, to be succeeded in turn by 
Bishop Bethlehem Nopece.

Bishop Pike was known as a walker, from sharing a daily early-morn-
ing walk with Bishop Duncan Buchanan of Johannesburg at bish-
ops’ meetings, to undertaking “the Camino” pilgrimage in France 
and Spain twice. He recorded his journey in “Walking the Walk”, a 
book described as being “right up to date, with the final chapter 
giving insight as to how the walk has brought churches in Nelson 
Mandela Bay together in the fight against hunger in the midst of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.”

Archbishop Thabo commends Holy Land studies
Dear People of God,
My dear sisters and brothers of ACSA,
In September 2019, our Provincial Synod passed 
a resolution expressing our strong support for 
justice for the Palestinian people.  In order to 
give effect to our Provincial Synod resolution, 
one of the actions I have taken is to commission 
a series of studies for use in parishes around the 
Province.  

Those studies are now ready and are available 
freely on our Provincial website.  I commend 
them to you and would strongly urge that as 
many Bible study groups as possible make use of 

them.  The issues of the Holy Land and its conflict 
are deeply complex and there are no easy an-
swers. But before we express opinions it is a good 
spiritual discipline to try and understand more 
clearly and listen to one another more carefully.  
It is my belief that these studies will facilitate this 
understanding and listening process.

Since the passing of the Provincial Synod Resolu-
tion and my recent Pentecost letter concerning 
the conflict in Israel and Palestine, I have re-
ceived a number of comments both commend-
ing and condemning our Provincial decision.  It 
is very clear that there are strong feelings about 

the issues which divide the people of the Holy 
Land.  It is my hope and prayer that the use of 
these studies will assist us all to make more in-
formed opinions and thus contribute to peace 
and justice rather than fuelling divisions and 
conflict. 

As always, I implore you to pray for a just peace 
in Palestine and Israel.
God bless,
+Thabo Cape Town

LINK to the studies: 
https://anglicanchurchsa.org/justice-for-the-
palestinian-people-five-studies/



We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website:   www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper 
or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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Acts 3:19 “Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out.”

A reflection on 
Youth Day

Youth Day school shoe 
handover

Happy Youth Day commemoration 16 June 2021!  Now getting down to 
the real thing - Young people, BUILD on the courage and bravery of the 
past. It is time to ask questions for divine enlightenment and our human 
progress ...... “What do I envisage for a sustainable and just world for all? 

Even though there are many prayers offered and efforts employed that 
provide a safety net for the growth and development of our youth we 
need much more drive and industry! 

So let’s continue to commit to the Divine purpose and progress - let us 
nurture our youth in the Faith, build on the courage and bravery, affirm 
that they are “fearfully and wonderfully made” and prayerfully move on 
the social justice issues with action and intent. 

It remains our hope that our youth engage in helpful strategies for forma-
tion in resilience, see themselves as individuals offering great possibilities, 
rising above the victimhood of poverty and exclusion; preparing them for 
an	UPSWING	 in	 their	 lives	 -	 staying	prepared	and	 ready	 (Mark	24:42-44)	
and being wise and sharp as they run their affairs/their lives, paying atten-
tion to their surroundings; know the lay of the land before making choices, 
become job creators! And creating links with funders discerningly. 

So	our	youth	have	a	special	call	(a	new	struggle)	on	their	lives	that	should	
drive their desires, dreams, goals, efforts. Be the hands and feet of Jesus -  
work for an eco-friendly, sustainable livelihood; and, be love, desire justice, 
mercy and joy! 

Dear young people, advance with a clear vision and mission. 
Aluta continua! 

 The Lord being our Helper. 

- Ordinand of the Diocese of Saldanha Bay: 
Catherine Langenhoven 
Member of the Anglican Board of Education

HOPE Africa	–	as	the	
Social Development initia-
tive of raises funds annually 
to provide school shoes to 
children from disadvan-
taged communities. With 
the lockdown and most 
families losing jobs and op-
portunities last year, it was
especially important to 
raise the funds to provide 
children from poor and ru-
ral communities with a new 
pair of shoes. 

We believe that a decent pair of school shoes provide children 
an opportunity to walk tall, despite their circumstances at home. 
It provides pride, dignity, safety for their little feet and prevents 
them from being bullied.

This year HOPE Africa extended its assistance to the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman. The shoes were sourced in Cape Town 
and a decision was taken to personally take the shoes to the 
children. The thinking was that while a courier will do a good job 
at delivering the boxes, HOPE Africa staff will take a message of 
hope, encouragement, love and empathy to the staff and learn-
ers as well. 

We will ensure that the recipients know that the Church, HOPE
Africa and donors care about them as young people and that 
problems we are experiencing are not permanent.

The handover of the shoes also coincided with June 16th Youth 
Day. Vicar-General Carol also made the 2hr journey to Mothibi-
stad to bring a message of God’s love for everyone, no matter 
your circumstances. She encouraged everyone to continue to 
maintain social distance, wear masks and sanitize regularly. This 
too shall pass. Ven Carol stressed the importance of obedience 
for one’s parents, teachers and Sunday School teachers.

Youth Day is an important day in the history of our country, be-
cause young girls and boys protested to change the education 
system. The principals, teaching community and school govern-
ing body members of both schools expressed their heartfelt
thanks to the Church, HOPE Africa and all donors that made the 
donations possible. They wish HOPE Africa and its donors well 
and pray that God will continue to bless the work of the church 
and HOPE Africa. 

This is an edited extract. 


