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Across continents and
countries, we strive to ensure that Sunday school
does not take a backseat
during this pandemic.
Three Anglicans are continuing the journey in
providing quality Sunday
School lessons to children from The Church
of the Holy Nativity Hazendal, Cape Town. Two
members of the team are
teaching in Abu Dhabi
and China respectively.
One team member remains in Cape Town.
How do they manage to
keep going with this distance and the limitations
of COVID restrictions?
Through God’s grace and
using social media effectively for the good of a
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certain goal of delivering
quality spiritual lessons
to the young parishioners. This is being done
through videos with all
the teaching techniques
as in auditory, visual and
encouraging the use of all
senses. Like one of the latest lessons around Shrove
Tuesday... sharing the
spiritual link to making
those
mouth-watering
pancakes! Yeah parents
and students could take
that lesson straight to
their kitchens!

on which characteristics
of our mothers has influenced us to be spiritually
stronger. The importance
of honouring our mother
and the promise of long
life. Also, exploring the
fondest memories of our
mothers ... and with this
a message to our mothers
for Mothering Sunday.
Motherhood is not just
to your own children. I
have many mothers as

in my aunts who provide
a certain kind of love to
me. A mother loves unconditionally and with
everything she has inside
of her. For that I salute all
mother’s ... Happy
Mothering Sunday, be
blessed always.
- Jade Africa
(Abu Dhabi)
Sedrico Husselman
(China) and Nadine Ross
(Cape Town)

Mothering Sunday is approaching and the three
are at it with exploring
lessons the students can
learn from their mothers
and others around them
who provide mothering
to them. The focus will be
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CLASSIFIEDS
Archbishop’s
Education
Endowment Fund for
Theological Education
Please support the Archbishop’s
Education Fund so that we can
continue to train priests for the
future of our church. Thank you for
all donations received. If you would
like to contribute please consider a
donation.
A sum of
R1 483 201.67
has been raised thus far.
Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code:
Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909
Account Number: 070332428

EDITORIAL

Editor: Rebecca Malambo

We have all experienced obstacles, difficulties and losses
which have tested our resilience in Christ. During these
adversities as they come and go, we have to learn to trust
God and not attempt to be strong or deal with our
challenges on our own. What we can do is pray fervently
and deeply and ask for wisdom and strength.
“Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words.
(Romans 8:26)

Address:
The Good Hope
PO Box 1932,
Cape Town 8000
Tel: 021 469 3766
(In office Thursdays only 10h00-14h00)

Fax: 021 465 1571
E-mail address:
malambor@ctdiocese.org.za

Our aim should always be to have an open door with Christ
and have peace in Him, in whatever the door should bring.
Love and Light, Rebecca
Scan QR code with your mobile and learn
more about the Diocese of Cape Town

Anglican Bishops call for halt to drilling in
The Kavango Basin, Namibia
Bishop Luke Pato, the Bishop of Namibia
alerted the Anglican Church that exploratory
drilling for oil has commenced in the Kavango
Basin, Namibia, by Canadian Company ReConAfrica, the called for a petition to halt the drilling.
“The process has not been an open one, with
Namibians waking up to a mining venture that
has already been signed and settled. There are
many questions to be answered. “ Bishop of
Namibia, Rt Rev Luke Pato

The petition was handed over on the 8th of
March to the Government of Namibia, the Namibian Consulate in Cape Town, Hon Sarafina
Tshilunga by Bishop Raphael Hess and Bishop
Margaret Vertue, representing the Synod of
Bishops of the Anglican Church of Southern
Africa.
It will be handed over to the Headquarters
of ReconAfrica in Vancouver, Canada by representative of Kairos, Canada and emailed to
the Canadian Ombudsperson for Responsible
Enterprise.”

Thirty four bishops and four Archbishops from
around the world have signed a petition calling on the immediate halt to the drilling. These
include the Archbishop of Cape Town, the
Most Revd Dr Thabo Cecil Makgoba; The Archbishop and Primate of the Anglican Church of
Canada, the Most Revd Linda Nicholls; Archbishop Julio Murray, chair, Anglican Communion Environmental Network;, Archbishop
Mark Macdonald, National Indigenous Archbishop , Anglican Church of Canada; and Bishop Kito Pikaahu Chair of Anglican Indigenous
Network, and the Bishop of Salisbury ,the Rt
Revd Nicholas Holtam, lead Bishop for the Environment, Church of England.

Canadian oil company ReconAfrica has
bought rights to drill for oil in more than 35
000 square kilometres of the Kavango Basin in
Namibia. This environmentally sensitive, protected area supplies water to the Okavango
Delta, is a World Heritage and Ramsar Wetland
Site, a Key Biodiversity Area and one of the
seven natural wonders of Africa. The region is
home to the largest remaining population of
African elephants, 400 species of birds and is
a sanctuary for many other animals. It is protected under the protocol of the Permanent
Okavango River Basin Water Commission.

Since the oil company is based in Canada,
the petition was also signed by Lori Ransom,
Interim Executive Director: Kairos: Canadian
Ecumenical Justice Initiatives

The Bishops are protesting for the following
reasons:
1. INDIGENOUS RIGHTS
This exploration violates San rights under the
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
people. It affects three regional UNESCO her-

Chuck Colson

itage sites: The Okavango Delta, the Tsodilo
Hills and the San Living Cultural Landscape.
‘Unconventional oil and gas’ exploration and
extraction will bring roads, heavy trucks, ribbon development and pollution.
2. WATER SCARCITY
Water is a scarce and precious commodity
in Namibia, the driest country south of the
Sahara. Grave concerns about the potential
damage that ReconAfrica’s planned ‘unconventional drilling’ will do to groundwater
have been expressed by a specialist from the
Geological Survey of Namibia and the general
public.
3. IMPACT ON CLIMATE CHANGE
According to the ReconAfrica website, “oil
generated in the basin could be billions of
barrels” , and be the “biggest oil play of the
decade.” Namibia is one of the countries most
vulnerable to climate change. With almost unrivalled solar energy potential, extracting ‘billions of barrels of oil,’ makes no sense. Reducing carbon emissions is a global responsibility.
4. INADEQUATE PUBLIC PARTIPACTION
PROCESS
Indications are that the deal between ReconAfrica and the Government of the Republic of
Namibia were concluded behind closed doors.
Initial meetings were only held in Northern
Namibia.
continues on page 6

“Lent affords us the opportunity to search the depths of our sin and experience the heights of God’s love.”
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From the Bishop’s Desk
Greetings to you in our ever-changing times. Earlier in
the week, when it suddenly
became so cold and started
to rain heavily, I asked myself: Is winter coming this early and we didn’t
even have autumn? Things now seem to
subside and the weather is a bit warmer. The
weather is but an example of the uncertainties
of our time which can also affect our actions
and behaviour. We do not want to plan too far
ahead of ourselves in case we have another
lockdown. What is our plan B? We prefer to be
indoors most of the time. We will rather have a
Zoom meeting than in-person. We are now receiving online services and classes rather than
going to church or the educational institution.
We are all wearing masks in public places. The
list goes on.
This is not a critique of our decisions, but rather a reflection of how things have changed
in just one year as we will remember our first
lockdown in a few days’ time.
Amidst all the changes, the love and grace of
God remains constant and available to all of us
which is a great consolation.
I cannot thank you enough for your faithfulness in this challenging time, when you follow
the COVID protocols and keep our places of
worship and learning disease free. We are now
in COVID 19 alert level 1 and our church can
have 100 worshippers inside the building or
50% of its capacity. This is a blessing as it allows for in-person worship, the livestreaming
is still important for those who cannot come
to church due to their comorbidities or because of the limited capacity of the place of

and Angola as they move one step closer to
coming a province. Pray for God’s wisdom and
patience for all who are involved in making
this a reality.
It is with great joy that we welcome the Hunter
family in our midst, Revd Claire has been appointed rector of St Thomas, Rondebosch.
Your prayers are asked as we discern the future of Revd Andrew Hunter in our diocesan
family.

worship. Let’s continue to be vigilant in looking after ourselves and one another.
We are very happy that the roll out of the vaccine has started and pray for a just distribution
of it. I want to encourage you to have yourselves vaccinated when your times comes. I
am aware of all the naysayers, but want to believe that it is the right thing to do for you and
your family.
We had our virtual Synod of Bishops in February which was good and ask your continuous
prayers for our Archbishop, that God will bless
him with wisdom and vision as he navigates
our province through unchartered waters
and for us as bishops as we support him. In
our province, we have 6 dioceses without a
bishop and we needed to adapt the canons
so that elective assemblies can happen within
the limitations of the present COVID 19 alert
levels.
We rejoice with the people of Mozambique

We also welcome Reverend Makhosi Nzimande as our PEO designate, I am sure that
we will see a lot of her in the future. Please
let Reverend Makhosi feel at home among us.
Archdeacon Horace Arenz will be retiring on 4
April as our PEO and we wish him and Carolyn
a well-deserved retirement.
Please pray for Miseka Mapukata, Veliswa Baduza, Eugene Dick and Philip Donald, who will
be ordained as deacons on Sunday 11 April
at the Parish of the Resurrection, Bonteheuwel. Pray for Canon Reeva Mulder, the retreat
conductor and preacher.
Our Virtual Diocesan Synod is 22-24 July
2021, please pray as the planning is taking
place. More information will follow soon.
It will again be a Holy week with a difference,
let us embrace the difference and keep our
eyes focused on the cross which is followed by
the empty tomb.
May Christ be alive in our lives every day.
Yours in Christ
+Joshua

New archdeacon and rector in the diocese

NEW BEGINNINGS: Left to Right - The Revd Moeketsi Mototjane was licensed as the acting archdeacon of Ibongolethu on 11th February 2021
at Braehead Chapel by the Bishop of Table Bay, Joshua Louw. The Revd Dr Claire Nye Hunter was licensed and instituted as rector of St Thomas,
Rondebosch on 13th February 2021 by the Bishop of Table Bay, Joshua Louw.
“In the here and now, may we embrace the power of his resurrection to live a godly life.”

Joni Eareckson Tada
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Behind the scenes at the Crematorium

Old Crematorium ovens
The Post Ordination training group of 2020 embarked on a visit to the
Maitland Crematorium on the morning of Saturday 21 November 2020.
The visit, which was kindly arranged by the Revd Greg Amos, emanated
from a previous session we engaged with regarding “death and dying”.
Ministry to the sick and dying being an integral component of pastoral
care and counselling in the life of a cleric, coupled with the fact that
many more people are opting for cremation; the suggestion of an excursion was welcomed especially in light of questions that are raised
by family members of the departed. Like many things, there can be so
much confusion as well as misconceptions formulated and believed
pertaining to the process and the way a cremation is managed.

New Crematorium ovens
tional for family members to make use of as a final resting place for
loved ones. As mentioned, due to the apt administrative procedures,
records have been maintained and kept intact making it possible for
individuals to identify and trace their ancestral lineages.
It was indeed a very informative tour and we are grateful to the friendly
staff who received us and provided a worthwhile learning experience.
- Revd Yougandree Moodley

We were very privileged to experience a personal and private education as to what happens from the time a deceased’s body is received
to the completion of the cremation process. It was enlightening to be
told that this 86-year-old entity is not only a unique historical building with its very distinctive architectural shape and design; but it is
the largest crematorium on the African continent. One of the essential
protocols highlighted to us, is that the cremating of a body adheres to
a meticulous administrative intensive process. This is the case so that
any mishaps can be avoided as cremation, once done, is an irreversible
process unlike when a body is buried into the ground; if needed, can
still be exhumed.
The group was privy to a step by step exploration to understand the
actual physical process of cremation. The old manual ovens have been
decommissioned and replaced with automated ones that operates
with gas. On site, there is also a wall of remembrance area that is op-

Shrove Tuesday

was celebrated a little different this year due to Covid-19
restrictions, parishioners from all over the diocese took
to social media to post their creations.

Beth Moore

“True intimacy with God always brings humility.”
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Statement by the
Archbishop of
Canterbury
regarding comments by
the Primate of Nigeria

Silent Protest against drilling in
The Kavango Basin
A Silent protest was held on the steps of St George’s Cathedral on Thursday 11th of March 2021
to call for an immediate halt to exploratory drilling by Canadian Company ReconAfrica.

The Archbishop,
Metropolitan and
Primate of All Nigeria, the Most
Reverend Henry C
Ndukuba, issued
a statement on
Friday 26 February 2021 which
referred to “the
deadly ‘virus’ of homosexuality”.
The statement goes on to use phrases
like, “[homosexuality] is likened to a Yeast
that should be urgently and radically
expunged and excised lest it affects the
whole dough”. It also states that “secular
governments are adopting aggressive
campaign for global homosexual culture.”
I completely disagree with and condemn
this language. It is unacceptable. It dehumanises those human beings of whom
the statement speaks.
I have written privately to His Grace The
Archbishop to make clear that this language is incompatible with the agreed
teaching of the Anglican Communion
(expressed most clearly, albeit in unsuitable language for today, in paragraphs c
and d of resolution I.10 of the Lambeth
Conference 1998).
This resolution both restated a traditional view of Christian marriage and was
clear in its condemnation of homophobic actions or words. It affirmed that “all
baptised, believing and faithful persons,
regardless of sexual orientation, are full
members of the Body of Christ.”
The Anglican Communion continues to
seek to walk together amidst much difference and through many struggles. I
urge all Christians to join me in continuing prayer for the people and churches of
Nigeria as they face economic hardship,
terrorist attacks, religious-based violence
and insecurity.
The mission of the church is the same
in every culture and country: to demonstrate, through its actions and words, that
God’s offer of unconditional love to every
human being through Jesus Christ calls
us to holiness and hope.
+Justin Cantuar

“Fasting is more about longing for the power and presence of Jesus than restricting our appetites.”

Gary Rohrmayer
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Ad Laos - to the people of God
As I write this, it is a great
relief to hear that the first
of our health workers, who
have courageously been on
the front lines of the fight
against Covid-19 for a year now, have been
vaccinated against the virus. I wrote to President Ramaphosa recently, voicing my concern
about the lack of information about time lines
and availability of vaccines, and urging him to
be bolder and clearer in taking the nation into
his confidence. Since then he has announced
that millions more doses are on order by the
government and has given very rough time
lines for some of them. I am grateful for that,
but of course we need millions more as quickly as possible.

At our first meeting this year of the Synod of
Bishops, we expressed our deep concern at
the impact of the insurgency in the far north
of our Province, in the Cabo Delgado region
of Mozambique which lies within the Diocese of Nampula. The trauma and loss of life
there is horrific – nearly 670,000 people have
been forced from their homes since the conflict started in 2017. Some are forced to walk
for four to 10 days to seek refuge, often fleeing with only the clothes on their backs. Aid
workers say that those displaced come across
people who have died of hunger or thirst, or
even find the remains of relatives or neighbours whose bodies have been dismembered
and their heads cut off. Please pray for Bishop
Manuel Ernesto of Nampula and his people.

Once vaccines are more widely available, we
should all go to be vaccinated and encourage
those we love and know to do so as well. There
are a range of myths and conspiracy theories
around vaccines, which theologians have addressed comprehensively for the SA Council
of Churches. I have already offered to be vaccinated publicly in order to encourage others
to do so, but I know others have questions
and fears. We need to remind those who are
hesitant that vaccines are already used widely
– for polio, seasonal flu, TB etc. – without ill effect. If you encounter people who are worried,
I urge parishes to collectively reflect on the issue, giving everyone a chance to express their
views on vaccinations and inoculations.

Synod also expressed its concern at the deteriorating situation in the Tigray province of
Ethiopia, endorsing my appeal for peace and
justice there. Human rights groups say war
crimes have been committed against civilians
there, and I have suggested the African Union
needs to facilitate all-party talks including all
Ethiopians. The bishops were unanimous that
both these intolerable situations need to be
addressed and resolved.

Once vaccinated we shouldn’t drop the ball
on all the other measures we have adopted to
keep ourselves safe: wearing masks, practising
social distancing, socialising outside as far as
possible, washing or disinfecting our hands
and the like.
An important concern as vaccines arrive is
ensuring they will be rolled out in a way that
doesn’t discriminate unfairly: that well-connected people won’t jump the queue; that the
elderly and the vulnerable will indeed receive

Anglican Bishops call for halt to
drilling in The Kavango Basin,
Namibia from page 2

Only under duress was a further meeting organised in Windhoek, the capital city. Concerns raised by local activists have been
belittled and The Namibian, the national
newspaper which broke the story, is being
threatened with legal action.
5. INADEQUATE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT
The EIA submitted by ReconAfrica does not
Joan D. Chittister

preference; and that vaccines will be distributed to remote rural areas as diligently as in the
cities. Here, we in the church can play a watchdog role by speaking out if we see blatant
abuses. I have also suggested to the President
that the government might work with faithbased groups to help with the infrastructure
and staffing needed to administer vaccines.
Also please join me in making a loud call for
sharing know-how about vaccines and for upscaling production not only for South Africa
but for Africa and the developing world. I have
followed up the letter to Dr Anthony Fauci
which I mentioned last month, by publicly
appealing to President Biden to mobilise the
resources of the United States to ensure equitable distribution of vaccines worldwide. At
the moment, some of the big pharmaceutical
companies are focussed on the Global North,
and the patents they hold for their drugs can
constitute a barrier to widespread production
at affordable prices. Like the woman in the Bible patiently and persistently seeking justice,
we need to keep knocking on the door for just
and equitable sharing.

Within the Province, we called for an investigation of a proposal to begin fracking in the
Kavango Region of Namibia, on the grounds
of its potential to cause environmental degradation. We also heard that the mortal remains
exhumed during the building of the airport on
the island of St Helena are yet to be re-interred,
and resolved to pray and bring moral pressure
for the matter to be addressed urgently.

comply with strict Namibian Government
standards.

Based on the principle of restorative social
and environmental justice, the Bishops call
upon the international community to support
Namibia and Botswana to develop renewable
energy systems and help safeguard the precious Kavango ecosystem.

6. MORAL AND SPIRITUAL CONCERNS
ReconAfrica claims that drilling the Kavango
basin is “pretty much a no-brainer…” The
Bishops call it a sin.
Drilling in the Kavango Basin will fracture its
geological structure and destroy the water
system that supports this unique ecosystem
and wildlife sanctuary. In so doing, it will also
disrupt to the livelihoods of the indigenous
people.

As we continue to observe Lent, let us continue to work on renewing our faith, hope and
courage as we prepare for Easter, and please
showcase our Lord’s compassion by practising
random acts of kindness and solidarity as this
time. God loves you, and so do I.
†† Thabo Cape Town

For more information Contact Revd Rachel
Mash, Environmental Coordinator, Anglican
Church of Southern Africa rmash@mweb.co.za
The petition can be signed at
https://secure.avaaz.org/.../faith_leaders_call_
on.../...

“It is what we do routinely, not what we do rarely, that delineates the character of a person.”
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Communiqué from the Synod of Bishops
Issued after their meeting from
February 23 to 26, 2021
Dear People of God,
Grace and Peace be with you!
The Synod of Bishops of the Anglican Church
of Southern Africa met, prayed, discussed, and
shared together under the leadership of Archbishop Thabo, Archbishop of Cape Town, and
Metropolitan of the Anglican Church of Southern Africa.
Due to the restrictions imposed on our various
nations due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, Synod
of Bishops was held virtually. Notwithstanding
the vagaries of technology and participants
being occasionally disconnected, Synod was
a success and the normal sense of collegiality
enjoyed in our meetings was again evident.
The busy schedule centred around the daily
offices and input from Mr Douglas Board,
speaking from London, and Dr Annemarie
Paulin-Campbell of the Jesuit Institute from
Johannesburg. Their inputs on our Encounter with God, and our Spiritual Journey were
deeply challenging and moving. Synod was
inspired and empowered by their input, and
deeply appreciative of the hard work put into
their presentations.
Synod observed a moment of silence and offered prayers in memory of Bishop Ellinah
Wamukoya who died recently from COVID-19
complications. She was a valued member of
the Bench and will be greatly missed. May
her soul rest in peace and rise in glory. Synod
noted that the Archbishop of Canterbury has
conferred, posthumously, the Langton Award
for Community Service on Bishop Ellinah. The
award, named after Stephen Langton (Archbishop of Canterbury in the 13th century), is
made “for outstanding contributions to the
community in accordance with the Church’s
teaching”.
Synod of Bishops approved and gave authority under Article ii to dealing with Canon 4,
Of the Election of Bishops, in the light of the
lockdown restrictions imposed across all the
countries of ACSA. This special resolution will
permit the Archbishop to promulgate and
hold Elective Assemblies, under special provisions, in those Dioceses currently without
Episcopal leadership. The Elective Assemblies
have twice been postponed due to lockdown
restrictions, and it is imperative that we elect
and consecrate episcopal leadership in these
Dioceses. Synod expressed deep appreciation
for the work of the Vicars-General who have
served the Church so selflessly during this
time of interregnum. Their ministry has gone
above and beyond the call of duty.

Synod of Bishops gave further authority under
Article ii on the holding of Vestries, Canon 27,
that these may continue under the conditions
approved by this Synod.
The motion approved at the last Provincial
Standing Committee on Gender-Based Violence, and the need to increase the representation of women in positions of leadership
in the local Church and the Province was endorsed. This important work was discussed
in light of the serious threat posed by patriarchal dominance which seeks to destroy, often
violently, the God-given ability of women and
their call to leadership in the Church.
Synod of Bishops reflected on the challenges
presented by the COVID-19 Pandemic. These
included the economic and health issues before us. Time was spent exploring how we believe God is calling the church to minister and
grow under these ‘new-normal’ circumstances.
Synod of Bishops noted the Provincial Synod
to be held in September of this year, and the
new date for the Lambeth Conference in 2022.
Synod was presented with the exciting and
important developments within the Portuguese Speaking Dioceses of ACSA, which are
to become a new Province in the Anglican
Communion, named the Anglican Church
of Angola and Mozambique (IAMA). This development is indicative of the growth within
ACSA for which we give God the glory. During
Synod news from the Anglican Communion
Office was received that approval has been
granted for this project to continue in its exploration and preparation. Final approval for
the creation of this new Province is still to be
granted, but an important first step has been
successfully completed.
Professor Mary Metcalfe, speaking on behalf
of a highly qualified team, presented a progress report on their investigation into racism
in Anglican Schools. This is an ongoing investigation. The work completed thus far has set
a precedent for a way of listening and beginning the work of addressing the removal of
the pain and disabling effect of racism, which
for so many has been a lifetime of experience.
It is clear this is a process and cannot be quickly addressed.
Lay Canon Rosalie Manning addressed Synod
on both the Safe and Inclusive Church and Human Sexuality Commissions. The importance
of this work cannot be over-estimated, and
after discussion with the Bishops there was
unanimous agreement that further work and
training is required.
Synod noted the following with deep concern:
• The impact of the insurgency in Cabo Delgado within the Diocese of Nampula in the
north-eastern part of Mozambique, leading to
loss of life and trauma for those living under

this threat; and
• The deteriorating situation in the Tigray Province of Ethiopia.
Synod expressed a unanimous desire that
both these intolerable situations be addressed
and resolved. Bishop Manuel Ernesto of Nampula was assured of our prayers at this time.
The statement on Tigray published in the
name of Archbishop Thabo was duly adopted.
Synod also noted the damage inflicted on
Mozambique by recent cyclones and assured
the people of Mozambique of our prayers and
support.
Synod was also told that the mortal remains
which were exhumed during the building of
the airport in St Helena are yet to be re-interred. Synod was requested to pray and bring
moral pressure to bear for the remains to be
accorded the dignity of reburial as a matter of
urgency.
Several Bishops have been asked to stand in
positions of leadership in both public and
community life. Bishop Carlos of Lebombo
chairs Mozambique’s National Elections Commission; Bishop Charles of the Highveld is the
chair of the Church Unity Commission. It was
also reported that the Revd Dr Vicentia Kgabe,
Principal of the College of the Transfiguration,
was invited to join the Board of the Theological
Education by Extension College (TEEC). Synod
also congratulated Bishop William, Christ the
King and Bishop Vicente, Niassa, as well as
Bishop Moses Madywabe and Bishop Eddie
Daniels, on the anniversaries of their Consecrations. The news that the Revd Thandeka Vikilahle has been appointed as the first woman
Dean of Mthatha was received with great joy.
A commitment was made to rediscover the
important role the South African Anglican
Theological Commission (SAATC) plays in
our prophetic leadership and witness to the
world. Bishop Raphael of Saldanha Bay chairs
this Commission. There is a need to source additional and younger members of the Commission, and for discussion to filter deeper
into the ACSA.
Time was spent exploring the role and future
development of education in our Church. This
included discussion on the important role of
the College of the Transfiguration (CoTT), noting that the changing dynamics caused by
the Pandemic and lockdown will necessitate
a prayerful and bold process of envisioning. A
strong plea was made that we support CoTT
and not lose this heritage of which we can be
justifiably proud. Synod approved the creation
of a committee to explore further the developments already under way concerning CoTT.

“At its simplest, Lent is a season where you commit to a deeper holiness and more vibrant discipleship.”

continues on page 8

George Sinclair
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Communiqué from the Synod of Bishops from
page 7: Discussion also ensued on the role our Anglican

Schools play in the life of the Diocese, the Church and Southern Africa. These schools play an important part in the life of
the church and require our full support. Synod noted that the
position of Executive Director of the Anglican Board of Education (ABE) is being advertised due to the contract with the Revd
Roger Cameron having concluded. Synod expressed grateful appreciation for the sterling work and ministry of the Revd
Roger Cameron. Synod agreed he would be made an Honorary
Canon of the Province.
Synod of Bishops received a report from Bishop Dintoe, Free
State, on our young people. Great appreciation was expressed
for their leadership and life within the church and assured them
of the support of the Bench of Bishops, and of our desire to see
them assume their rightful place in the life of the church as an
investment for our future and as an asset at this time.
Synod of Bishops discussed the issues around the motion from
Provincial Synod giving the ACSA’s support for Palestine. A
group appointed by the Archbishop has endeavoured to listen
to both sides of the debate and has agreed to continue offering support to the people of Palestine in the light of the oppression and restrictions imposed upon them. The similarities with
Apartheid cannot be ignored. Neither can we ignore that Scripture is used to condone this oppression. The use of Scripture
challenges both the gospel and the church to address this issue
in the light of Christ. In this we note the motion did not support
the use of violence on either side of this conflict. Synod takes
this matter seriously and has asked the Archbishop to bring it
before Lambeth 2022.

Aftercare at
Eluvukweni Church in
Crossroads
As part of the commitment in reducing Gender based violence (GBV)
and protecting children, an aftercare was started in February 2021 at
the Eluvukweni church. It was started from scratch and the church is
grateful to all who have donated and contributed to its success.
The updated needs list is:
- outdoor play equipment (balls, bats, hoolah hoops, skipping ropes)
- mattresses
- children’s books
You may drop off at the Diocesan office, 1 Braehead Road, Kenilworth
between 08h00-16h00. Thank you for the support given in making this
dream a reality.

Synod of Bishops gave their approval of a petition questioning
the granting of permission for fracking in the Kavango Region of
Namibia. The probability of environmental degradation occurring due to fracking is too great to ignore and must be carefully
investigated before permission is granted. Synod was unanimous that drilling must be halted with immediate effect.
Bishop Charles, the Synod’s Liaison Bishop for the SACC, tabled
an SACC Statement on the danger of South Africa being destabilised by the refusal of witnesses to appear before the Commission of Inquiry into State Capture. Synod shared the SACC’s
concern that disrespect for the law can destabilise South Africa.
Given the country’s immediate past, South Africa cannot afford
such a threat. Synod of Bishops supports the SACC’s call and asks
parishioners to be vigilant in ensuring equality before the law
for all. We call on all to respect and work to uphold the law. No
one is or should be above the law.
In these uncertain times, the words of the First Letter of Peter on
hope ring true: “Cast all your anxiety on Jesus because he cares
for you.” (1 Peter 5:7) May it be so for each of you. Amen
[The Communique has been updated since first published to add
the concern over St Helena and to make two corrections.]

We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.

Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website: www.ctdiocese.org.za
The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper
or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.

Henri Nouwen

“O Lord, make this Lenten season different from the other ones. Let me find you again. Amen.”

