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Ash Wednesday homily, 2nd 
March 2022.

Readings: Isaiah 58:1-12, 
Psalm 51:1-17, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

“May I speak in the name of God, 
who is Creator, Redeemer and 
Sustainer. Amen. Every year, Ash 
Wednesday and Lent give us the 
opportunity to re-consider our de-
pendence on God’s grace in trans-
forming our lives. As we gather 
for worship in the Cathedral this 
year, we are mindful that just two 
months ago we laid to rest the re-
mains of our beloved Arch, Arch-
bishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, 
who challenged us so powerfully 
during Lent after Lent to focus on 
transforming the lives of God’s chil-
dren everywhere. 

This year we need to remind our-

selves, even in the midst of the cor-
onavirus pandemic, that we need 
also to maintain a focus on those 
health challenges which plague the 
lives of our people but which have 
been put on a back-burner for the 
last two years: HIV/Aids, TB, depres-
sion and other afflictions which 
affect especially the poor. These 
multiple challenges – which we ex-
perience in our worshipping com-
munities, our places of work and 
among our families, underline how 
totally dependent we are on God at 
this difficult time in the lives of our 
country and our world. 

Today as we embark on our jour-
ney through the seasons of Lent 
and Passiontide to Easter, we are 
prompted to discern the meaning 
of our reading from Isaiah, as well as 
the passage from Matthew, in a con-

text of uncertainty and, in the past 
week, of war. Ash Wednesday and 
Lent again invite us to dig deeper, 
to attempt to imitate the Holiness 
of God in moral and ethical living in 
these difficult times. As always and 
perhaps as never before, it is a time 
for stock-taking, for deepening our 
faith, for repentance and renewal 
and for focusing on God rather than 
seeking praise or affirmation for 
ourselves. 

Resolutions to fast and pray during 
this Lent are important and neces-
sary. But the scripture readings re-
quire us to look beyond reducing 
our consumption and to consider 
deeper questions: to what end are 
we fasting and praying? 

continues on page 2

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba, Bishop Joshua Louw and Dean Michael Weeder together with clergy and 
members of the public held a silent protest in solidarity with the people of the Ukraine on Ash Wednesday. 

Archbishop Makgoba called on the 
South African Government to ‘condemn 

unequivocally’ Russia’s invasion of the Ukraine
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Chuck Colson “Lent affords us the opportunity to search the depths of our sin and experience the heights of God’s love.” 
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Our world is broken! We pray for God to work through the 
brokenness, difficulties and to heal all wounds. I’ve been asking 
God to guide me in practical ways of sharing His love to people I 
encounter each day, whether its my family, a stranger or a friend. 
Sometimes we just need the wisdom to say the right words and 

pray God’s love shines through our deeds. We don’t need 
recognition for being a good person.  

We pray for peace between Russia and the Ukraine. We know 
we have a God who never leaves us nor forsakes us. We pray for 
those in power, for individuals and communities and for God’s 

kingdom to come. 

“Merciful Father, stir up your people to pray. Please bring comfort to 
the fearful and provision for the needy. Strengthen all those work-
ing for peace. Give national leaders wisdom, compassion and skill. 

Please bring a swift end to the conflict. In Jesus’ name, Amen. “

Love and Light, Rebecca

Ash Wednesday Homily from page 1: They 
challenge us to stop being conceited. They call 
on us to put God first and in South Africa to-
day, to speak up and speak out against exploi-
tation, oppression and the inequality of op-
portunity and then to do something about it.

None of us need reminding that we should 
oppose and condemn the disgraceful way in 
which people with no history of providing ser-
vices to our communities, but with access to 
government tender-issuing processes, have 
exploited the human tragedy we are experi-
encing in South Africa.

On the international stage, none of us should 
need reminding that we must take a stand 
against aggression and war. And yet I discern 
a strand of thinking in South Africa that sug-
gests that we distrust the strategic designs of 
the West especially of Nato, we should over-
look the flagrant breach of the United Nations 
Charter by the Russian Federation’s invasion of 
the sovereign nation of Ukraine. 

The UN Secretary-General, António Guterres, 
made the position crystal clear recently when 
he quoted Article 2.4 of the Charter: “All mem-

bers shall refrain in their international rela-
tions from the threat or use of force against 
the territorial integrity or political independ-
ence of any state...” Applying the article to Rus-
sia’s action, the Secretary General’s judgement 
was stark: “It is wrong. It is against the Charter. 
It is unacceptable.”

I am pleased that our Government has dem-
onstrated its adherence to the Charter and 
to international law by calling on Russia to 
withdraw its forces from Ukraine immedi-
ately. And while we can all agree with Presi-
dent Ramaphosa, Minister Naledi Pandor and 
the ANC that the conflict should have been 
averted by negotiation, that is no excuse for 
Russia’s flagrant act of aggression. South Afri-
cans of all shades of opinion can rally behind 
the Government’s call on   both Russia and 
Ukraine to pursue diplomatic efforts to find a 
solution. 

At the same time I urge the government to 
condemn unequivocally the Russian inva-
sion. After all the support the United Nations 
gave us in the struggle against apartheid, it is 
unthinkable that we should approve such a 
flagrant violation of a central tenet of the UN 

Charter.

This Lent, let us recommit ourselves to being 
restorers and repairers of human dignity as 
we strive for the common good. By includ-
ing these eternal values in our daily lives, let 
us condemn the inequality of opportunity in 
South Africa with renewed vigour. Please pray 
without ceasing for an end to the economic 
troubles that have overtaken our country. Just 
as we have overcame the past waves of Cov-
id-19, so too can we overcome our economic 
divides if we dedicate as many resources, both 
spiritually and through collective action, to 
ending it.

Let us also re-dedicate ourselves to the strug-
gle  against the pursuit of narrow self-interest, 
personal gain, status, the hunger for power 
and material wealth – in short let us commit 
ourselves to the struggle for true justice, in-
cluding economic justice. It is my prayer that 
we will all turn to Christ’s loving ways and be-
come conduits of His peace this Lent. 

God loves you, and so do I. God bless South 
Africa. Amen.
- Archbishop Thabo Makgoba

Bishops Diocesan College celebrate 173rd anniversary
On 11th March 2022 Bishops celebrated its 

173rd Founder’s Day. The entire school 
gathered for assembly and a musical treat. 
The day was filled with fun, sports, activi-

ties and a carnival.  
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Beth Moore“True intimacy with God always brings humility.”

From the Bishop’s Desk
Dear Friends
 
Lenten greetings to you all 
as we pray for God’s renew-
al during this season.

 
As we and Christians all over the world are 
journeying towards the holiest time in our 
year: Good Friday and Easter, we ask God to 
allow us to use this time for introspection, but 
also strengthening of relationships with one 
another and our creation. 
 
I am grateful when I see and hear the numbers 
of our in-person services increasing and that 
parish ministries are returning, not forgetting 
that we must still provide ministry for those 
who are unable to attend. 

All parishes had their vestries, and we are 
grateful for all those who have availed them-
selves to serve as churchwardens and parish 
councillors. We know that the challenges are 
many, after almost 2 years of little activities, 
but see this as an opportunity to grow God’s 
church in so many different and exciting ways. 
 
I have indicated that I felt that our Young Peo-
ple’s Ministries have been seriously impacted 
by this pandemic on all levels. We have there-
fore appointed Jesse Pastor as our Diocesan 
Young People’s Ministries Co-Ordinator, to 
assist the diocese and parishes in getting our 
young people’s and children’s ministries up 
and running again. 

As I have encouraged us in my last article, to 
make our children and young people our top 
priority, I am now trying to set the example 
with this appointment. 
 
I am looking forward with great expectation 
to the Mothers’ Union Mary and Martha Day 
celebration on Saturday, 25th March at the St 

George’s, Cathedral. The aim is for all branches 
(even if you are inactive) as well as all women, 
to be present at this glorious celebration. I am 
looking forward to seeing all of you.
 
Our soccer tournament is back! This is excit-
ing as it will be our first tournament since the 
pandemic. So, if your parish has not registered 
yet, please contact Mfundisi Basil Davids to do 
so. I know that some parishes might not have 
enough players, then please combine with an-
other parish in your archdeaconry to make up 
a team. It is not only about winning, but this 
will be the first outdoor event where we as a 
diocese can be together, so please come in 
your numbers, even if your parish will not be 
sending  a team. Let us build the gees to make 
this gathering successful. The committee will 
provide you with all the details soon.
 
I was intrigued by the words of Pope Francis 
when he told his bishops and clergy that “the 
shepherd must smell like the sheep.” I then, in 
my humble understanding of the meaning of 
those words, have therefore invited the clergy 
to invite me to spend a day in the week in your 
parishes. 

The agenda is yours, but I expect to maybe, 
attend your weekday Eucharist and meet pa-

rishioners, accompany the priest in visiting 
the homebound, institutions in the area or 
any other way, which you might feel will be of 
benefit to the community. I hope the visit will 
give me greater insight into parish life and to 
assist where I can, also to give you a glimpse 
of the life of a bishop and how you can assist 
with the ministry in the diocese. Thus far, I vis-
ited Christ Church, Kenilworth and had a won-
derful time with them. Thank you Mfundisi 
Guy Axelson, Mike Keggie and all the other 
staff and parishioners that I have met. 
I am looking forward to visiting your parish.
 
Our desire is for world peace, as the war be-
tween Russia and Ukraine has once again 
made us aware of the devastation of war, as it 
does not only impact the lives of the citizens 
of these 2 countries but the rest of the world. 

As we pray and work for peace in the world, 
we all bring before God especially the victims 
of war in Afghanistan, Palestine and differ-
ent parts of our continent. On our doorstep, 
where there is an increase in gang violence 
and so many innocent lives are affected. 

We continue to pray for an economic system 
that will be able to provide jobs for all people 
and a government that has the will to put the 
plight of the poor and marginalized as a prior-
ity. May we as the church be that social con-
science to remind them of this responsibility.
 
What have you decided to give up or take up 
for Lent? How are our Christian disciplines of 
almsgiving, prayer and fasting making a differ-
ence in your and other people’s lives? 
 
Blessings for the rest of your Lenten journey.
 
+Joshua – Table Bay

 Archbishop Thabo Makgoba’s Public Theology Seminar met on 10 March 2022 at Bishop-
scourt.  A presentation was done by Dr Jan Jorrit Hasselaar, director of Amsterdam Centre 
for Religion & Sustainable Development, Faculty of Religion & Theology, Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam. The presentation focused on Theology and the Environment.  Thoughts on how 
our traditional theologies respond to ecological issues, our attitudes towards nature and our 
future as well as the partnership we ought to have with the Environment. The group and the 
broader church are questioned with these thoughts and specifically what our response will be 
as faith communities towards these ecological challenges.   

Dr Jan Jorrit Hasselaar was accompanied by Professor Eddy van der Borght, Desmond Tutu 
Chair at the Faculty of Religion & Theology, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam.  Mr Grant MacIntosh 
from Blue Deal South Africa was also present and formed part of this delegation. Blue Deal 
South Africa works with the 800-year-old Dutch Water Authorities on an international pro-
gram of Dutch Ministries of Foreign Affairs. They have several training programs in South Af-
rica and are exploring a pilot on religion & water in the Western Cape. - Revd Abigail Hopley

Archbishop Thabo Makgoba’s Public Theology Seminar



Revd Mike Schmitz “ Seek a relationship when you pray, not answers. You won’t always find answers, but you will always find Jesus.”
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Athlone Archdeaconry Retreat: Gazing with God

My Retreat Experience
I was invited to attend this retreat by our Archdeacon, Rev Alex Earnest 
and not quite sure how I fitted into this setting with all the seasoned 
and newly ordained ministers and myself just an ordinand.  This was 
definitely a God ordained experience for me.

The Retreat theme “Gazing with God” with several sub-themes assisted 
us in reflecting on who we are as God’s beloved, embracing our “be-
lovedness”, letting our guard down as we are stripped of all that holds 
us back from having that intimacy with God.  Gazing inwardly, allowed 
us to ponder on Psalm 139, being known by God and the vulnerability 
that introspection brings. 
It was during this time that I could admit my feelings that “I am bro-
ken”. An invitation to start my healing journey, to let go, rest and be 
refreshed.  I had a bitter sweet 2021 that was marked by many losses 
of loved ones and the surreal moments of being a student back in the 
classroom, although it was online due to the covid pandemic. Many un-
expected emotional, physical and personal challenges had taken its toll 
on me and I never realized what the weight of that burden had done to 
me. I was always just “ok.”

It was in the early morning Eucharist outside in a serene environment, 

with the sun rising over the mountain, perfection and experiencing 
God’s presence, Christ’s body broken for me, for all of us called to re-
ceive and find healing in this sacrament. Seeing the face of God in that 
moment and been given the hope of moving forward in my relation-
ship with God as “Beloved” who knows me and each one of us intimate-
ly. As we approach this Lenten Season, may we embrace our God who 
will never stop loving us, in disappointments, brokenness, pain, illness, 
loss, death or any other trial you have ever faced or encountered.  

We were fed spiritually by our retreat conductor, the Ven Melaney 
Klaasen, given so many pearls of wisdom and especially as she cele-
brated the Eucharist, Evening Prayer and Compline with us. We have 
also been physically fed with incredible food made with love; compli-
ments to our great Chef Byron Lenders.

I have been enriched by the fellowship and laughter around the meal 
table, reflection, silence and conversations with the new clergy and 
travelling together in a taxi with the clergy of the Athlone Archdea-
conry.

- Mandy Le Bruyns

Truth and Reconciliation Cope bearer
Petrina Pakoe is a strong advo-
cate for gender justice, social 
justice, and children’s rights. She 
serves as a trustee of a youth 
development program called 
G.O.A.L, initiated the national 
gender-based violence network: 
We Will Speak Out, and was the 
South Africa representative for 
the international programme 
Community of the Cross of Nails. 

Petrina is a true Capetonian. She 
was born at the foot of Table 
Mountain in Groote Schuur hos-
pital where she later got to ac-
quire her nursing skills, studying 
at Carinus Nursing College and 
UCT. She lived in Ottery till the 

age of 8 when the family moved 
to Grassy Park. She started her 
schooling at Battswood Primary 
in Wynberg and when the family 
moved to Grassy Park, she com-
pleted her Primary School educa-
tion at EC Primary, the Anglican 
Church School which was part of 
Good Shepherd. Her high school-
ing she did at Grassy Park High 
School.

Petrina comes from a very strong 
Anglican family. She was bap-
tised, confirmed and continues to 
be a member of Simon of Cyrene 
Church in Parkwood. As an ac-
tive parishioner, she has been 
involved in the church choir, serv-

ers guild, and Sunday school. She 
served on the parish council for 
many years and has volunteered 
her time and skills over the years 
to represent the parish, archdea-
conry, diocese, and ACSA at vari-
ous structures within the Angli-
can Communion.

Petrina, my sista, Father Desmond 
would have had a warm smile of 
delight and pride on his face to-
day when you walked onto the 
sanctuary area wearing that cope 
in his memory.

- the Very Revd Michael Weeder
- Photo: Kolade Arogundade
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Gary Rohrmayer“Fasting is more about longing for the power  and presence of Jesus than restricting our appetites.”

New 
bishops for 

Swaziland and 
Mthatha

Left: The Very Revd Dr Dalcy 
Dlamini was consecrated and 
enthroned as the sixth bishop 
of Swaziland on 19th February 
2022.

Right:  The Ven JT Ngombane 
was consecrated and enthroned 
on 13th March 2022 as the 
bishop of the Diocese of 
Mthatha.

Japanese foundation awards peace prize to 
Revd Michael Lapsley SSM

The 39th Niwano Peace Prize awarded to Father 
Michael Lapsley, SSM of South Africa
Reason for Selection
Dr. Ranjana Mukhopadhyaya: On behalf of 
the Niwano Peace Prize Committee, it is my 
pleasure to announce that the 39th Niwano 
Peace Prize shall be given to Father Michael 
Lapsley, SSM of South Africa in recognition of 
his relentless struggle against apartheid and 
social discriminations, his support for the lib-
eration movement in South Africa and various 
peacebuilding activities in other parts of the 
world. Father Lapsley, as a religious leader and 
a global social activist, has called upon faith 
communities to reflect and acknowledge so-
cial discrimination within their societies and 
mobilized their support against racism, apart-
heid and all forms of social discrimination that 
prevails in different parts of the world. The ex-
ceptional aspect of his social activism is that 
he has not restricted himself to addressing 
the socio-economic and political basis of rac-
ism but has also emphasized on the process 
of healing to deal with the bitterness, racial 
hatred and other socio-psychological impacts 
of injustices that emerge out of social discrimi-
nation.

Father Michael Lapsley was born on June 2nd, 
1949 in New Zealand. He began his education 
at the Anglican Society of the Sacred Mission 
in New Zealand. As a white man, he could 
have enjoyed the ease and trappings of his 
privilege, but his religious conviction led him 
to join the priesthood. In 1971, he joined the 
religious order of the Society of the Sacred 
Mission (SSM) in Australia. He was ordained to 
priesthood in 1973.

He went to South Africa at the height of apart-
heid in that country and began his work as 
Chaplain in black and white campuses, which 
exposed him to student activism and the in-
justices experience by black students under 
apartheid. He raised his voice for black stu-

dents who were being shot, detained and 
tortured. Because of his involvement in anti-
apartheid activities, he was expelled from 
South Africa, but he took this opportunity to 
travel the world to raise awareness against 
racism and mobilize support for the anti-
apartheid movement in South Africa. In 1990, 
he sustained severe injuries, including losing 
both hands, the sight in his right eye, and ex-
tensive burns from a letter bomb explosion. 
This incident, rather than leaving him bitter, 
angry or dejected, reshaped his life’s work and 
lead to his transition from being a freedom 
fighter/ social activist to a healer. He realized 
the need to combine healing and reconcilia-
tion into his non-violent peacebuilding efforts.
Father Michael Lapsley was the Chaplain of 
the Trauma Center for Victims of Violence and 
Torture in 1993. He founded and became the 
Director of the Institute for Healing of Mem-
ories (IHOM) in Cape Town, South Africa in 
1998. Since then, he continues the Institute’s 
work in South Africa and internationally or-
ganizing community forums to combat xeno-
phobia, violence against refugees, workshops 

for prisoners, human rights education for 
youth, participating in dialogue sessions and 
other peacebuilding activities. His “Healing 
of Memory” workshop provides a platform to 
those who want to share their experiences of 
injustice and discrimination and want to be 
heard compassionately. Father Lapsley, in his 
approach, is very inclusive as he embraces 
persons of all ages, gender, ethnicity, faith, 
and marginalized groups.

As a global activist, Father Lapsley after recog-
nizing that racism was not confined to South 
Africa alone, he did not restrict himself within 
his country, but has moved globally such as 
launching the association called Friends of 
Cuba or creating the International Network for 
Peace, along with the families of those killed in 
the September 11 attacks in USA, to promote 
effective and nonviolent solutions to terror-
ism.

Father Lapsley draws his spirituality from his 
reflections on injustices, pain and sufferings 
caused by social inequalities that he wit-
nessed around him and this led him to seek 
justice for all based on his understanding of 
the Bible. Therefore, while being rooted in 
Christianity, his appeal has been universal and 
interfaith. Father Lapsley’s non-violent, multi-
faith peacebuilding efforts and activities of 
healing based on restorative justice approach, 
dialogue and reconciliation are continuing to 
contribute to the healing of South Africans as 
well as many others all over the world. In this 
way, Father Michael Lapsley has contributed 
immensely to the cause of peace and inter-
religious cooperation, which is in congruence 
with the mission of the Niwano Peace Prize.

The presentation ceremony will take place in 
Tokyo, Japan, on Tuesday, June 14, 2022. In ad-
dition to an award certificate, Father Michael 
Lapsley, SSM will receive a medal and a 
monetary gift.

Good Hope archives December 2020
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Pope Francis “Lent comes providentially to awaken us, to shake us from our lethargy.” 

Ad Laos to the people of God
Since I wrote to you about all the 
Dioceses which had episcopal 
vacancies as a result of diocesans 

retiring just before or during the coronavirus 
pandemic, I am happy to report that we have 
made a lot of progress in catching up with 
elections across the Province.

In December we consecrated and installed 
Bishop Vicentia Kgabe of Lesotho, whom the 
Synod of Bishops had elected earlier in the 
year. In the same month the Synod elected 
Dr Dalcy Badeli Dlamini, formerly Dean in the 
Diocese of St Mark the Evangelist, as the new 
Bishop of Swaziland, and we consecrated and 
enthroned her in Mbabane last month.

Also during December, elective assemblies sit-
ting in the Dioceses of Mbashe and Mthatha 
elected their new bishops.

The Very Revd Mluleki Fikizolo, Dean of Mb-
hashe, was chosen as the new Bishop of the 
Diocese. He was one of six candidates nomi-
nated and was elected on the third ballot. A 
few days later, the Diocese of Mthatha elected 
Archdeacon Jemuel Thembinkosi Ngombane 
as their new Bishop. One of three candidates, 
he was elected on the first ballot. Both of 
these new bishops for the Eastern Cape were 
consecrated and installed this past weekend, 
observing the Feast of Gregory the Great.

Please pray for all the new Bishops, their fami-
lies and their Dioceses, as well as for the up-
coming elective assemblies in the Dioceses of 
George and Namibia. The vacancy in George 
follows the translation of Bishop Brian Marajh 
to the Diocese of Kimberley & Kuruman, and 
that in Namibia, the retirement of Bishop Luke 
Pato.

As you will have read in last month’s Good 
Hope, the week between Christmas and New 
Year was overwhelmed by the news of the 
death of our beloved Archbishop Emeritus 
Desmond Tutu. A daily Eucharist was central to 
his life, and on Christmas Day it was my enor-
mous – and humbling – privilege to celebrate 
his last Eucharist on this side of death for him 
and his family. At his bedside in a care home, 
it was clear he was fading fast and I shall never 
forget his final wave and whispered goodbye 
to me at the end of the service.

He died early the following morning, begin-
ning a hectic week spent arranging the Req-
uiem Mass he had insisted upon, while at the 
same time meeting the demands of an official 
funeral. This proved a challenging task, but 
the compromise we reached proved satisfac-
tory to all – the military component of a State 
funeral was accommodated by having the 
Chaplain-General of the SA National Defence 
Force hand the national flag to President 

Ramaphosa for handing over to Mrs Leah Tutu 
at the end of the service.

Very early the next morning, due to the ex-
traordinary efforts of the Cathedral and funer-
al directors, we were able to inter Archbishop 
Desmond’s ashes in front of the High Altar of 
St George’s Cathedral. 

They lie near the ashes of Archbishop Geoffrey 
Clayton, who in 1957 died in his office soon 
after signing a letter to the Prime Minister 
defying the government’s attempt to impose 
apartheid on the churches. The two memorial 
stones thus constitute a fitting monument not 
only to two outstanding servants of God but 
also to our Church’s witness against a cruel 
and evil system.

Please keep Mama Leah and her children, 
Trevor Tamsanqa, Thandeka, Nontombi and 
Mpho, their children and grandchildren in 
your prayers. Arch Desmond and Mama Leah 
were married for more than 65 years, so the 
gap left in the lives of his family is enormous. 
And my heartfelt thanks to all who contribut-
ed towards the success of the funeral, which 
was broadcast across the world.

A few weeks after the ashes were interred, the 
Cathedral hosted a high-profile civil society 
gathering the day before President Ramapho-
sa delivered his State of the Nation address to 
members of Parliament. Its purpose was to ad-
vocate what a truly “people’s budget” should 
comprise. 

In my message to the meeting, I advocated the 
building of broadly based coalitions around 
campaigns for radical change in South Africa, 
pointing to Archbishop Desmond’s genius of 
being able to harness the energies of all peo-
ple of goodwill. At the same time, I called on 
President Ramaphosa to root out corruption, 
to give jobs and hope to the young, and to 
reset the country’s path. You can see the full 
text on my blog, at: https://archbishop.angli-
canchurchsa.org/

Two weeks later, I arrived in New York for the 
institution of the new Rector of Trinity Church 

Wall Street just as Russia invaded Ukraine. 
Trinity has been a true and strong friend to our 
Province since Archbishop Desmond’s archi-
episcopacy, and I think they appreciated the 
visit so soon after his death. Since the Arch’s 
favourite theological theme was the Transfig-
uration of our Lord, it was providential that I 
was asked to preach there on Transfiguration 
Sunday. (The sermon is also on my blog.)

Back home, I took the opportunity during my 
Ash Wednesday sermon to condemn Russia’s 
flagrant breach of the United Nations Charter 
by invading a sovereign nation. I am saddened 
that, after all the support the UN gave us in the 
struggle against apartheid, our government 
cannot publicly reject such a blatant violation 
of a central tenet of international law.

As I wrote from New York, looking from my 
hotel room into the huge hole in Manhattan 
left by the destruction of the World Trade Cen-
tre on 9/11, we need an indaba theology, an 
ubuntu ethic, and action based on indaba and 
ubuntu to stop the escalation of this unneces-
sary war.

Please continue to keep the people of Ukraine 
and Russia in your Lenten prayers. I also en-
courage you in your parishes to gather in small 
groups and prayer cells to pray for their plight 
and for the social challenges facing our own 
society – especially youth unemployment.

Our warm congratulations need to go to three 
of our number on signficant honours and 
achievements they are celebrating. Canon 
Michael Lapsley is to receive the prestigous 
Niwano Peace Prize, awarded by the Niwano 
Peace Foundation, in Japan in June this year.
Canon Delene Mark of Hope Africa has been 
awarded the Cross of St Augustine for Services 
to the Anglican Communion by the Archbish-
op of Canterbury. The award cites Delene’s 
“outstanding service to support the Commun-
ion’s pandemic response, including through 
the Global Covid-19 Task Force.” She is one of 
37 recipients from across the Anglican Com-
munion of what are called “Lambeth awards”, 
and one of 13 who receives the St Augustine’s 
Cross.

Finally, our distinguished, veteran theological 
powerhouse, Canon John Suggit, turns 100 
years old on Maundy Thursday. Can you be-
lieve it? For more than 70 years, he has dedi-
cated his life to serving our Lord, inspiring and 
enriching us with his teaching and writings. 
Happy birthday, good and faithful servant!

God bless you during your Lenten journey.
God bless. 
+Archbishop Thabo Makgoba
Cape Town
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Henri Nouwen “O Lord, make this Lenten season different from the other ones. Let me find you again. Amen.” 

A Communiqué of the Synod of Bishops of the 
Anglican Church of Southern Africa

The Synod of Bishops of the Anglican Church 
of Southern Africa was held from 14 to 17 Feb-
ruary 2022, linking Bishopscourt and Diocesan 
Centres through video conferencing.

At the Opening Eucharist, the Rt Revd Dale 
Bowers, Bishop of St Helena, preached a 
powerful and thought-provoking homily on 
the Dance of the Trinity. This dance, which is 
a sign of God’s love, is for us, in us and work-
ing through us, embracing us in a mutual love 
that will not allow humanity to be destroyed 
but will rather restore hope to the world.

The Synod gave a special welcome to the 
Bishops-Elect of Mthatha and Mbhashe, to the 
Vicars-General of George, Namibia and Swazi-
land, and to the recently-consecrated Bishop 
of Lesotho, the Rt Revd Dr Vicentia Kgabe. 
Bishop-Elect Dalcy Dlamini was on retreat 
ahead of her Consecration and Installation 
on February 19. Synod recognised that ACSA 
has taken a different shape as the result of the 
formation of a new Province for Angola and 
Mozambique.

The Death of Archbishop 
Emeritus Desmond Tutu

We acknowledged with great gratitude the 
life and witness of Archbishop Emeritus Des-
mond Tutu, whose remains are interred in St 
George’s Cathedral, Cape Town. The Synod 
sent a letter of condolence and comfort to 
Mama Leah Tutu OSC.

Canons and Church Order
The Synod was led by its legal officers in an 
informative reflection on the Canons, in par-
ticular those on Ministerial Conduct and Dis-
cipline. This gave us valuable working knowl-
edge of the Canons in what has become a 
highly litigious environment.

Liturgical Committee
The report of the Liturgical Committee was re-
ceived. Permission was granted to co-opt new 
members to work on the new Prayer Book. The 
Committee will give motivations for which 
Collects and Readings should be included. A 
progress report will be published on the Pro-
vincial website to enable all to engage.

Theological Education and the College Of 
The Transfiguration

Following a presentation by the Liaison Bishop 
for Theological Education, Synod recognised 
the importance of adhering to minimum 
theological qualifications for entry into Holy 
Orders. Synod urged each Diocese to consider 
sending at least one student per year to COTT 
in order to keep the College viable as a vital 
cog in the ongoing mission of our Province.

The Archbishop’s Commission on 
Theological Education

The Commission’s report, entitled Take Thou 
Authority was presented by Prof Barney Pitya-
na. Synod will hold a special sitting to engage 
with the report, reflecting our concern at the 
current crisis and our unequivocal commit-
ment to excellence in Theological Education 
and Ministerial Formation.

Training and Development
Our February sessions customarily include 
input which helps us exercise our episcopal 
leadership more effectively. This year the Revd 
Fred Hendricks gave us daily addresses on 
Contemplative Prayer and Dr Palesa Makhale-
Mahlangu gave us inspiring psychological in-
sights and tools to help us prepare for retire-
ment.

Theological and Pastoral Matters
The dance in the net of God’s love invited us to 
wrestle with a range of important Pastoral and 
Theological matters facing the Church, includ-
ing the sacraments of Eucharist and Marriage 
and the issue of who are fit and proper people 
to exercise ministry.

Lay Presidency of the Eucharist: The newly-re-
vived Southern African Anglican Theological 
Commission (SAATC) brought to Synod a re-
port on the question of lay people presiding at 
the Eucharist in emergencies. The SAATC will 
facilitate a study of the matter and present a 
progress report to Synod.

Receipt of the Eucharist in One Kind: Restrictions 
imposed as a result of Covid-19 have revived 
debate around the efficacy and sufficiency of 
receiving the Eucharist in one kind. At present 
Communion in one kind only is permissible. 
When the Sacrament of the Blood of Christ is 
again available, only the common cup will be 
allowed. Bishops were urged to use this op-
portunity to teach the faithful on Eucharistic 
Theology.

Marriage: The Synod is hearing of confusion 
among the faithful around the issue of tradi-
tional marriages. Synod recognised that the 
Church needs to educate its people against 
the backdrop of Canon 34 on Holy Matrimony.

Isangoma: Synod deliberated on the issue of 
clergy who are embracing traditional practic-
es such as training to be a diviner (Isangoma) 
and claiming that this is a call from the ances-
tors. The issue will be investigated before be-
ing further discussed by Synod.

Theological & Pastoral Framework for Ministry 
to LGBTIQ+ Community: The Bishops took a 
step towards adopting the Pastoral Standards 
as outlined in the 2019 Report by the Human 
Sexuality Commission. Guidelines will be pre-
sented at our next meeting to be adopted and 
presented to Dioceses.

Covid 19 Advisory Team
Synod urged all congregations to embrace 
and implement the guidelines produced by 
the Archbishop’s Advisory Team to guide us 
through the pandemic. In South Africa, the 
prohibitions embodied in the team’s guide-
lines are intertwined with government regula-
tions and are therefore mandatory.

Safe Church Matters
Canon Rosalie Manning reminded Synod 
of the importance of compliance with Safe 
Church requirements, pointing out that failure 
to do so leaves ACSA exposed to legal con-
sequences. Bishops were encouraged to en-
sure that their Dioceses have submitted Safe 
Church declarations.

Growing the Church
The new Director of Growing the Church, the 
Revd Bruce Woolley, encouraged the Bishops 
to advertise widely GtC’s online events and 
pointed to the availability of facilitators and 
resources, including Rooted in Jesus and Al-
pha courses.

Youth Report
Synod received a comprehensive framework 
for the spiritual development of children and 
the youth. Bishops were encouraged to work-
shop the material in the framework in their 
Dioceses.

The Environment
Environmental concerns were highlighted 
and referred to the relevant Liaison Bishop.

Task Team on Discrimination in Schools
Synod received a report from the Task Team, 
which is chaired by Ms Mary Metcalfe, and its 
work is ongoing.

Re-Imagining ACSA
An external team of facilitators invited the 
Bishops to reflect on their ministry with a view 
to identifying which model of church prevails 
in each of their Dioceses, using the categories 
identified by the American Jesuit theologian, 
Avery Dulles: Institutional; Herald; Servant; 
Sacrament; and Body of Christ. Against that 
background, Bishops were challenged to con-
sider how they should take advantage of this 
special moment that God is giving us in the 
pandemic.

In Conclusion
While we feel intensely the loss of being in 
each other’s company, the Bishops engaged 
enthusiastically through electronic media, us-
ing with dexterity the “mute”, “unmute” and 
“camera” buttons for their deliberations and 
successfully forming a virtual community. The 
Archbishop was an ever-present virtual facili-
tator of proceedings. We thank God for our fel-
lowship and commend our work to Anglicans 
in our Dioceses of Lesotho, Namibia, St He-
lena, South Africa and Swaziland (in Eswatini).

Dancing in the net of God’s Love: Synod of Bishops
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Russell D. Moore “The kingdom of God ought to reshape our vision of what matters.”

Observe at the Reserve! – learning about the wetland
In celebration of World Wetlands Day,  the 
Water Disciples visited the Rondevlei nature 
reserve in Zeekoevlei Grassy Park. 

On the visit we had the opportunity to visit 
the Leonard Gill Field Museum and learn 
about various aspects of the environment 
and nature conservation including the many 
animal species within and out of the reserve. 
More specifically we learnt that the reserve is a 
wetland and was originally established to con-
serve the bird life within it. 

Not only is the reserve know for the vast bird 
life but also for the indigenous flora, fauna and 
other natural features of the area. The most ex-
citing part of the reserve is that it is home to 
a species of hippopotamus that unfortunately 
did not show themselves during the visit but 
definitely made sure we knew they there 
with a trail of “you know what “ - Zeekoevlei is 
named from the hippopotamus

My experience at the reserve was both educa-
tional and also personal. I learnt that in order 

to become one with God, I need to become 
one with what God made, including myself.

I need to appreciate, protect and educate oth-
ers with what I have been blessed with. 
So to the youth:  “live and learn and appreciate 
what God has blessed you with.”

- Jamie Plaatjies
Holy Nativity, Hazendal

Diocesan Soccer Tournament 2022
The first Soccer meeting took place 
on 28 February 2022, at the parish 
of St George, Silvertown and not 
many parishes were represented. 

Those present were: Church of the 
Holy Spirit Heideveld, St Aidan’s 
Lansdowne, All Saints Lansdowne, 
St Cyprian’s Langa, St Dominic’s 
Hanover Park, St Cyprian’s Retreat 
and St George’s Silvertown, with 
apologies from St Andrew’s Steen-
berg and Church of the Resurrec-
tion Bonteheuwel. This means that 
there are only have 9 churches 
interested in participating in this 
tournament. 

The meeting decided to limit the 
number of teams for the Youth sec-
tion to only 16 and the  Junior sec-

tion, to 8. Churches have until 1st 
April 2022 to register.

St Aidan’s Lansdowne is our host 
for the day and will see to the eats. 
No other church will be allowed to 
braai or sell anything at the field. 
Please support them. The entry fee 
to the grounds is R10 per person. 
That includes the players as well.  

Each church must please supply 
two runners (Youth) for the entire 
day. They will help with the smooth 
running of the tournament. 

If you need more information about 
the registration or the details of the 
tournament, contact the Revd Basil 
Davids at St George’s Silvertown via 
email: rec.stgeorges@gmail.com  

Ash Wednesday at 
Zonnebloem

Ash Wednesday Imposition of Ashes was conducted by the 
Revd Canon Reeva Mulder from the Anglican Board of 
Education in Southern Africa (ABESA) and rector of St Paul’s 
Rondebosch. The service was held in the Zonnebloem 
Chapel and attended by learners and members of staff of 
the Zonnebloem schools.


