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I travelled to Accra in Ghana to at-
tend the 18th session of the Angli-
can Consultative Council meeting. 

The ACC is the most representative 
body of gathered Anglicans among 
the Instruments of Communion be-
cause it includes members of the 
laity, archbishops, bishops, priests, 
and deacons. ACSA was represent-
ed by Bishop Stephen Diseko (Bish-
op of Matlosane), Mr Senzo Mbhele 
from the Diocese of Johannesburg 
represented the laity, and I repre-
sented the clergy. 

Revd Canon Dr Rachel Mash at-
tended on behalf of the Anglican 
Environmental Network and Ms Kim 
Barker from Makhanda was part of 
the Safe Church Commission. Most 
of us travelled on 10 February to ar-
rive ahead of the opening service 
on 12 February. 

The President of Ghana, His Excel-
lency Nana Akufo-Addo (who is a 
devout Anglican) and his spouse 
hosted the entire ACC18 delegation 
for a welcoming dinner on the same 
evening.

The theme for the conference was 
the 5 Marks of Mission - The mis-
sion of the Church is the mission of 
Christ and each day of the confer-
ence focused on one of the 5 Marks: 

Tell – To proclaim the good news of 
the Kingdom

Teach – To teach, baptise and nur-
ture new believers

Tend – To respond to human need 
by loving service

Transform - To transform unjust 
structures of society, to challenge 
violence of every kind and pursue 
peace and reconciliation

Treasure – To strive to safeguard 
the integrity of creation, and sustain 
and renew the life of the earth. 

I was privileged to be invited to pre-
pare the bible study on the 3rd mark  
- Tend, based on Mark 1: 21-39. 

The meeting followed the same 
rhythm each day; starting with 
Morning Prayer, bible study, reports, 
Eucharist was celebrated at midday 
followed by more reports and Even-

ing Prayer. 
There was ample opportunity for 
those of us attending ACC for the 
first time to hear about all the won-
derful, innovative and life changing 
ministries happening in over 165 
countries where the Anglican Com-
munion is represented. We heard 
from our siblings who live in areas 
of conflict; of the violence, the lack 
of food and water, rising sea levels 
and human trafficking.                        
                              continues on page 5

The ACSA delegation pictured with the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

ACC18 Accra Ghana
18th session of the Anglican Consultative Council
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Proverbs 17:17 "A friend loves at all times and a brother is born for adversity."
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Tel: 021 469 3766
(In office Thursdays only 10h00-14h00)

Fax: 021 465 1571

E-mail address:
malambor@ctdiocese.org.za

EDITORIALCLASSIFIEDS
Archbishop’s 

Education 
Endowment Fund for 

Theological Education
Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the 

future of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 

donation.
 

A sum of 
R1 483 201.67

has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

Scan QR code with your mobile and learn 
more about the Diocese of Cape Town

The story of Human Rights began in Genesis 1:26 when God said, 
"Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, the fowl of the air, the cat-
tle and all the earth and over every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth." 

Everyone bears what Christian teaching calls the imago Dei—Lat-
in for "image of God". We, therefore, have worth and value.

We observe Human Rights Day in South Africa on 21st March to 
remind us of the "sacrifices which accompanied the struggle to 
attain democracy in South Africa." 

For some, it might just be another public holiday, but there's a 
more profound connection for others. Whichever way you 
observe the day, may it be one of family connections or 
reflecting on yourself and acknowledging that you are important 
and matter. 

Love and Light, Rebecca

Diocesan Events and Notices                                                

St Philip's Kenwyn Jive Cape Town Funny 
Festival: Performance on 21st June includes 
Marc Lottering and Performance on 27th June 
includes Riaad Moosa but does not include 
Marc Lottering. These two comedians do not 
perform for the entire comedy festival.

Red Cross Hospital Chaplaincy:  
The Revd Jenny Govender, hospital chaplain 
requests the following donations.
•	 Soft toys and teddys (old or new)
•	 Bibles
•	 Children's clothing
•	 Any toiletry items (basics are toothbrush, 

toothpaste, soap and a washcloth)
You may contact Revd Jenny for collections. Her 
cellphone number: 0836972872 or via email: 
govenderj1969@gmail.com



 Dear Friends

Lenten greetings to you as 
we remember how Jesus 
was tempted in the desert 

for 40 days and how he stood strong in the 
face of all these onslaughts. We are called to 
do likewise in our day to day walk with Jesus 
Christ.  

“The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
    to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
(Luke 4:18-19) 

Parish Vestries 2023
We give thanks to God that almost all of our 
parishes concluded their Vestry meetings and 
allow me therefore to thank the outgoing par-
ish councils for the hard work that they have 
done in the past term of office and welcome 
the new parish councils. Thank you for avail-
ing yourselves to serve God in this manner 
during very trying times.

Regular and generous giving
A special thank-you to our parishes, who 
amidst the economic crisis which we are ex-
periencing, fulfil their financial obligations to-
wards the diocese and their clergy. We do well 
to remember that the main source of income 
to operate as parishes and diocese is your fi-
nancial contribution. Things are really tight, so 
I would like to make a special appeal to all of 
you to be generous and regular givers, so that 
God’s Kingdom can be extended.

Diocesan Soccer Tournament 2023
This year we will be hosting our 21st diocesan 
soccer tournament on 1st May 2023 at the 
Chukker Sportsgrounds. What an achieve-
ment! I would therefore like to thank all of 

those who have been involved in this won-
derful event over the years. So, this year is 
very special and I am inviting all parishes to 
enter your teams. Where you might not have 
enough players, why don’t you combine with 
your neighbouring parish/es? As a parish 
priest, this was always one of the highlights of 
my year, whether we won or lost. I think that 
the success of the event is that we can all meet 
together as a diocese and have fun together 
so, at the end, all of us are winners! Please, 
contact Reverend Basil Davids as soon as pos-
sible to enter your team.

Synod of Bishops – February 2023
For many of us ‘new’ bishops, it was our first 
in person Synod of Bishops meeting, (the last 
one was in February 2020, where I was elected 
as bishop), what a wonderful opportunity of 
fellowship and deliberations. There is a full re-
port elsewhere in this edition, but a few high-
lights are: that dioceses asked to have a plan-
ning meeting by mid-May to identify it’s top 
priorities, which will then be workshopped at 
our Provincial Standing Committee meeting 
in September, so that we as a province can de-
termine what our priorities for the next num-
ber of years should be. Locally, I have asked 
archdeaconries to start meeting and identify-

ing some priorities to be discussed when we 
meet some time in May. More details will fol-
low soon.

Please continue to pray for our Provincial as 
we continue to wrestle with how best to min-
ister to our members and their families who 
are in same-sex unions. Pray that proper pas-
toral guidelines can be developed. Again, a 
report of those discussions is part of this addi-
tion, please read and discuss. We as a diocese, 
will have to meet some time to discuss this is-
sue as we have never expressed our mind, so 
when I represent you, I can only express what 
I believe and not the mind of the diocese, 
which is not ideal.  

Mr Mcebisi Jonas’ plea for the church to take 
up it’s prophetic role in fighting injustice and 
corruption was well receive.

At the end of the meeting we also had our op-
portunity to bid our farewells to Bishops, Wil-
liam Mostert (Christ the King), Ebernezer Nt-
lali (Grahamstown) and Margaret Vertue (False 
Bay) who will be retiring before our next SoB 
in September. Pray for their diocese as they 
will be going into interregnum. This is but a 
few highlights, please read the statement.

Please pray for the Venerable Edwin Pockpass, 
the Bishop-elect of George, who was elected 
at our meeting. We give thanks to God for the 
Vicar-General, Jerome Prins, for the manner in 
which he has looked after the diocese during 
the interregnum and as he will now prepare 
the diocese for the consecration of the bishop.

I pray that your Lenten journey has been 
blessed thus far and that we continue to be 
those who work for God’s justice and truth 
to reign wherever we might find ourselves, 
(schools, work place, home, church, etc.). We 
are the people that we have been waiting for 
to make the difference, so stop looking at oth-
ers and play your part. God bless!
+Joshua - Table Bay 
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Luke 6:31"Do to others as you would have them do to you." 

From the Bishop’s Desk

Diocese of Cape Town 
Ordinands at CoTT

Left to Right: 
Sithembiso Gordon Mbuqe, Keegan Davids and 

Avron Flowers. 



Psalm 89:2 “I will declare that your love stands firm forever, that you have established your faithfulness in heaven itself."
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The Communion Forest - To plant is to hope; to 
restore is to heal; to protect is to love

The Communion Forest is an exciting new initiative of the Anglican 
Communion, which has the potential to become one of the most di-
verse and geographically widespread environmental projects in the 
world.

The Communion Forest is an initiative comprising local activities of tree 
growing, forest protection, ecosystem conservation and restoration 
undertaken by parishes, dioceses and provinces across the Anglican 
Communion. It was launched during the Lambeth Conference last Au-
gust as one of the legacies of the Conference and a shared expression 
of the Communion’s commitment to the Anglican Fifth Mark of Mis-
sion: Strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and sustain and renew 
the life of the earth.  

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, who presided at the 
launch service said, “The Communion Forest is a symbol and an act of 
hope, something we can do together as God’s Church for God’s World 
as we journey on from the Lambeth Conference.” A symbolic tree was 
planted and scores of bishops from every corner of the Anglican Com-
munion queued to add soil to its roots.

The vision is also for the initiative to be woven into the spiritual and 
liturgical life of churches, to deepen care for creation within the Church 
and its members, so that tree planting becomes part of our celebra-
tions: confirmations, baptisms, weddings, funerals, patronal festivals 
etc.

The Communion Forest acknowledges the important and extensive 
creation care work that is already happening in the Communion. It 
does not seek to re-invent the wheel but rather to build on, celebrate 
and share what is already happening so that across the Communion 

we can learn from one another’s experiences and be encouraged and 
inspired to do more. 

The initial focus of the Communion Forest will be on connecting, equip-
ping and inspiring Anglican churches across the Communion to take 
practical action, weave creation care into their life of faith and speak 
against environmental injustice. This will happen through webinars, 
the provision of resources on the Communion Forest website, web sto-
ries, social media posts, presentations at conferences and features on 
various partners’ platforms. 

You can  join our community by subscribing to our newsletter on com-
munionforest.org  and following us on our social media platforms @
communionforest.

In ACSA, we have formed a relationship with the Department of For-
estry, Fisheries and the Environment who offer free trees. In the Dio-
cese, Revd Shaun Cozett is coordinating a tree planting campaign to 
coincide with Earth Day. Do please contact him on 
shauncozett@gmail.com to indicate how many trees your parish would 
like! - Revd Canon Dr Rachel Mash

UCT ANSOC 
Welcoming service 

A great kickstart for the students of Cape Town 
as they held their annual Welcoming Student 
Service for new and returning UCT students 
on 19 February 2023. The wonderful service 
was held at St Paul’s Anglican Church, Ronde-

bosch. The celebrant of the day was Revd Dar-
ron Misplon, and the gospel was read by Revd 
Dr Isaias Chachine (chaplain of UCT ANSOC). 
To show support, the congregation wore their 
school uniform and held a special prayer for all 
the students and learners of the church. 

The service was led by the students and learn-
ers in St Paul’s. The synaxist of the day was Dr 
Tshiamiso Makwela (UCT ANSOC Alumni). The 
readings were read by Melissa Chachine and 
Angela Bailey. Lastly, the prayers were led by 
Mel Awu (UCT ANSOC). 

A wonderful and uplifting sermon was con-
ducted by Rhine ‘Toby’ Koloti (PHD in Theolo-
gy candidate, Hope Africa Board Member and 
ASF Gender Education and Training). Referring 
to the readings of the day, everyone was re-
minded of the importance of maintaining a 
consistent focus on Jesus in all that a person 
does. He also spoke to how all of humankind 
is dependent on the change which comes 

with focusing on Jesus. The UCT ANSOC was 
greatly supported and welcomed during this 
joyous event creating a true representation of 
a ‘Home away from home’ for all students from 
all over the world. 

The service was blessed with wonderful music 
from the visiting students of UWC, CPUT and 
friends of the ASF. Wonderful words of encour-
agement, goodie bags and refreshments were 
given to the students by Jesse Pastor (Diocese 
Co-ordinator and Young People Ministries) as 
well as Hope Africa. 

A wonderful year lies ahead for the UCT 
ANSOC, outside of the academics, filled with 
numerous exciting events and services which 
assist in building fellowship and creating life-
time bonds amongst each other and other 
ANSOC friends and family.

- Asemahle Dyantyi
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Ephesians 4:2 “Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love." 

There was much to celebrate and pat our-
selves on the back for; but there are many 
more difficult and uncomfortable conversa-
tions that need to continue beyond ACC18 to 
our dioceses and parishes. 

Between the business of the ACC and prayers; 
we ate many traditional Ghanaian meals of 
fried fish and chicken, jollof rice and lots of 
fresh fruit. New connections were made; and 
catch ups with colleagues and friends is an 
important piece of relationship building. It 
was such a joy to meet up with Archbishop 
in Jerusalem, The Most Revd Hosam Naoum 
who studied at College of the Transfiguration. 
He reminded me that he celebrated his 21st 
birthday in Cape Town with my family many 
years ago.

On Wednesday 15th February we took a break 

from the meeting room and travelled to the 
Cape Coast. We had to be escorted out of the 
city by the police because the traffic conges-
tion is frenzied; but at least they have electric-
ity all day! 

On arrival, we were taken to the Cape Coast 
Castle which was built by European trad-
ers. This castle served as a “holding cell” for 
women and men who were transported to the 
America’s between the 17th and 19th centu-
ries as slaves. It was a harrowing experience to 
stand in those dungeons; knowing that thou-
sands of people who were made in the image 
of God where hunted, enslaved and sold by 
people who called themselves Christians. We 
walked to the cathedral, which is opposite 
the castle slowly, taking in all we had heard 
from the guides.  We participated in a service 
of lament and reconciliation after which we 
walked to the town square led by the Arch-
bishop Justin Welby to greet Osabarimba 
Kwesi Atta II, Omanhen of Oguaa, a Ghanian 
Traditional Ruler. On Thursday 16th February 
many delegates wanted to process and talk 
more about our visit to the Cape Coast Castle 
and at Evening Prayer that night we were aptly 
led by the ACSA delegation in singing Senzeni 
Na? (What have we done?

The next day the business of ACC continued, 

and resolutions were drafted, tabled and ac-
cepted. Most notably in my opinion are the 
resolutions on:
•	Theological	Education
•	Anglican	Health	and	Community	Network
•	Liturgical	formation	of	all	the	Baptised
•	Safe	Migration
•	 Rising	 threats	 to	 Christian	 presence	 in	 the	
Holy Land
•	Young	people’s	engagement	in	peace	build-
ing
•	Restoring	unity	through	gender	justice
All the resolutions that were passed can be 
found on the Anglican Communion website 
under ACC18.

The mandatory conference photograph was 
taken and elections were held for new mem-
bers of the standing committee of ACC. Much 
delight was expressed when the results were 
announced – the new chairperson of ACC is 
a lay woman and the youth representation 
at ACC will be increased for ACC19 which will 
take place in Ireland in 2026.

The closing event was a colourful celebration 
with dinner with dancing; and then the long 
flights back home just in time for pancakes!

- the Revd Canon Natalie Arendse

Statement on Human Dignity 
and Marriage

Addendum to the Communiqué of the Synod of Bishops

The Synod of Bishops of ACSA had extensive discussions on a proposal by the 
Archbishop's Commission on Human Sexuality that our clergy should be permit-
ted to bless couples in same-sex civil unions. In essence, the proposal – motivated 
by Bishop Raphael Hess, who chairs the Southern African Anglican Theological 
Commission – would have permitted individual Dioceses of the Church which 
chose to do so, to allow same-sex blessings to be performed in parishes in those 
Dioceses where both the priest and the congregation agreed. The proposal thus 
provided in effect for a “conscience clause” which would have exempted any Dio-
cese, parish and priest from having to perform such blessings if they did not wish 
to do so. 

The Commission's proposal was made in response to a request made to the 
Bishops for pastoral guidelines for ministry to couples in South Africa and other 
countries who are in same-sex civil unions provided for under national law. There 
are deep divisions on this issue among the 42 independent and autonomous 
churches of the world-wide Anglican Communion and those divisions have been 
reflected in our own church over the nine years we have been debating the issue.

At this Synod, we engaged over four sessions in quietly impassioned, but respect-
ful debate with one another over the Commission's proposal. We were agreed on 
three issues: 
1. That, as we have previously declared, “We are of one mind that gay, lesbian 
and transgendered members of our church share in full membership as baptised 
members of the Body of Christ...” All Anglicans, of whatever sexual orientation, 
are equally deserving of our pastoral care; 
2. That whatever our views on the sacrament of marriage under church law 
for LGBTQI persons, we accepted that we were not debating any change to our 
Canon on Holy Matrimony, endorsed in our Prayer Book, which declares “that 
marriage by divine institution is a lifelong and exclusive union and partnership 
between one man and one woman”; and 
3. That whatever our different interpretations of Scripture and understandings 

of where the Holy Spirit is leading us, we fully accept one another's integrity in 
our debates on the matter. At issue, therefore, was how to provide pastoral care 
to LGBTQI members of our church, while at the same time respecting the con-
sciences of those opposed to the blessing of same-sex unions. 

On one side of the debate were those of us who are deeply unhappy that faithful 
Anglicans, who are members of our parishes, are denied the church's blessing 
of their loving, faithful, monogamous, committed same-sex partnerships, when 
such recognition, in the face of societal prejudice, would give them the assurance 
that they are truly part of the Body of Christ. Those of us who hold this view be-
lieve that such Anglicans have suffered for too long. 

On the other side of the debate were those of us who believe that all, irrespec-
tive of sexual orientation, are made in the image of God and that we are called 
to extend God's love and grace to all, but who nevertheless also believe that we 
must hold true to Scripture and uphold tradition as it has been received down the 
ages. Those of us who hold this view believe that our calling is not to conform to 
the world, but to be salt and light to the world. At the end of the debate, we ac-
cepted that we are not of one mind on this matter. The divisions within the Synod 
of Bishops reflect the divisions in the Church as a whole, and we are not at peace 
with one another on this issue. 

However, responding to the debate, Archbishop Thabo Makgoba returned to 
the task we were given nine years ago, namely to spell out guidelines for pro-
viding pastoral ministry to those in same-sex relationships. Noting that we are 
baptising the children of same-sex couples and confirming LGBTQI Anglicans, he 
appealed for guidelines on the form of prayers we are to use when ministering 
to them, for example, when we bless their houses or meals in their homes.  He 
challenged us to develop prayers of affirmation and acknowledgement for all 
faithful Anglicans with which all of us can agree, and to present such prayers to 
Provincial Standing Committee (PSC) and Provincial Synod. Synod agreed to his 
proposal and resolved to appoint a sub-group of Bishops to draw up proposed 
prayers for submission to, and decision by, the Bishops before tabling them at 
PSC. The subgroup comprises Bishop Raphael Hess of Saldanha Bay, Bishop Nko-
sinathi Ndwandwe of Natal, Bishop Moses Madywabe of Khahlamba and Bishop 
Luke Pretorius of the Diocese of St Mark the Evangelist. 
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Romans 5:8 "But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us."

Thank you for your prayers for 
the recent meeting of the Syn-

od of Bishops, our first in-person 
gathering since the outbreak of the pandem-
ic. After three years of online meetings, it was 
good to meet in the same room and to enjoy 
meals and fellowship together. 

You can read full reports elsewhere in this edi-
tion about our discussions. Of particular note 
for our Diocese was the bishops' commitment 
to the future of the College of the Transfigu-
ration, the residential college in Makhanda 
where we send our prospective ordinands for 
their priestly formation. Please continue to 
pray for vocations and identify young people 
in your parishes to encourage them to con-
sider ordination.

After a nine-year process of trying to draw up 
pastoral guidelines for couples in same-sex 
relationships, we finally took a step forward 
in appointing a sub-group of bishops to draft 
prayers for members of the LGBTQI commu-
nity. This falls short of the wishes of many in 
this diocese for blessings or even marriage 
for same-sex couples, but it does give practi-
cal expression to our long-stated view that 
all Anglicans, of whatever sexual orientation, 
share in full membership of our church as bap-
tised members of the Body of Christ and that 
all are equally deserving of our pastoral care. 
The sub-group represents bishops of differing 
views and will present the results of their work 
to our September meetings.
 

Also notable was a powerful presentation 
by the former Deputy Minister of Finance, 
Mcebisi Jonas, who warned us that the social 
and economic volatility we are experiencing 
could incite an even worse insurrection than 
previously experienced. He called not only for 
political leadership to begin rebuilding confi-
dence in South Africa, but also for leadership 
right across society, as he put it, “to restore lost 
values and purge the culture of greed and self-
interest”. 

He called on us in the church to play a more 
deliberate role in building the leadership our 
country needs and urged us to be more vig-

orous in rebuking corruption and state failure 
in all its manifestations. In a call which we can 
take up in our parishes immediately, he called 
on churches in local communities to take the 
lead in exposing elected leaders who are fail-
ing to do their jobs, thus resulting in the col-
lapse of basic services.

As I write this, I am in New York, having first 
attended a national meeting of Episcopal 
Church parishes held in Florida, and then 
come to preach at Trinity Church Wall Street, a 
generous benefactor to Anglican churches in 
Africa. At Trinity, I repeated my public condem-
nation of Russia's war of aggression against 
Ukraine. But I also explained our ambivalence 
as Africans about getting dragged into Euro-
pean conflicts, pointing out to the Americans 
that many Africans died in the world wars of 
the last century and that we then suffered the 
consequences of super-power rivalry during 
the Cold War. 

Last month I asked for your prayers for our 
family after police detained our son, Nyakallo. 
He is now doing a programme to help him 
navigate his medical and food challenges and 
is in a better space. Thank you for your loving 
concern. 

I pray that God will continue to bless you as 
you continue your Lenten observances into 
Holy Week. 

God bless,
++Thabo Cape Town

Ad Laos to the people of God

New Bishop 
for the 

Diocese of 
George

It is with great delight that we 
inform the diocese that The Elec-
toral College of Bishops, meeting 
in Gauteng, today elected the 
Venerable Edwin Pockpass of 
the Diocese of George as the 
new as Bishop-Elect of the Dio-
cese.

Archdeacon Pockpass was elect-
ed on the 10th ballot, on the sec-
ond day of balloting. 

He will succeed Bishop Brian 
Marajh, who has been translated 
to the Diocese of Kimberley & 

Kuruman.

An Elective Assembly of the Dio-
cese of George delegated the 
election of a new Bishop to the 
Synod of Bishops in May 2022.

Please pray for Archdeacon 
Pockpass and his family as he 
prepares for his installation and 
consecration. 

- Provincial Executive Office

Farewell to  
three bishops 

The Dean of the Province, Bishop 
Stephen Diseko, left, and Arch-
bishop Thabo Makgoba, right, 
led a farewell service for three 
bishops who last week attended 

their last session of the Synod of 
Bishops. 

The three bishops are, from left, 
Bishop William Mostert of the 
Diocese of Christ the King, Bishop 
Ebenezer Ntlali of Grahamstown 
and Bishop Margaret Vertue of 
False Bay.
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1 Peter 4:8“Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.“

Communiqué from The Synod of Bishops
27 February – 3 March 2023

The Synod of Bishops having last met in person in February 2020, we were 
excited to gather again in Gauteng for the first time since hard lockdown. 
We enjoyed a week of joyous fellowship, during which we were also pleased 
to welcome in person for the first time those bishops who have been elect-
ed over the past three years.

The three bishops who are retiring this year, described as “the three Kim-
berley Diamonds” on account of their birth there, preached at our daily 
Eucharist on the first three days. The tone was set by an exhortatory ser-
mon from Bishop Margaret Vertue of False Bay, who reminded us at the 
opening Eucharist that as bishops we remain deacons; instruments in the 
hands of God to make Christ known through our servant leadership. De-
spite the vicissitudes we face in the world, we are to hold onto the Truth 
and be part of doing God's will, for we are to do so with “the eyes of the 
heart”. It has become imperative therefore that we should be increasingly 
prepared to deny self and take up the cross of Christ (Mt. 16:24). Lent is 
not only about self-denial, but challenges us to follow Jesus' example by 
renewing a commitment to “exercise the preferential option for the poor”.

In his homily, Bishop Ebenezer Ntlali of Grahamstown focussed on Mt. 
6:14-15 and reminded us that we are called by Jesus' teaching to model 
lives built on forgiveness and kindness. He urged us to show tender hearts 
by forgiving others, adding: “You can't give others what you have not expe-
rienced yourself. You have been forgiven, first, in order to forgive others.” He 
also posited the question whether we as bishops are closest to those who 
are weakest in exercising their ministry. 

Bishop William Mostert of the Diocese of Christ the King, the third member 
of the “diamond trilogy”, spiritedly encouraged us to act upon the Lord's 
call to follow our vocation to be compassionate. This was framed succinct-
ly in the prayer, “Lord, give us your eyes to see what you see”. He issued a 
timely reminder that we need leaders who show their love for their people 
by seeking them out when they are lost and troubled in order to restore 
their dignity. 

We were privileged also to have Bishop Brian Marajh of Kimberley & Kuru-
man and Bishop Luke Pretorius of the Diocese of St Mark the Evangelist 
preach on the last two days of our meeting.

ECUMENICAL SOCIAL ETHICS
The Bishops were hugely blessed to have the Revd Mike Vorster, former 
Bishop of the Natal Coastal District of the Methodist Church, share with 
us every morning his extended experience over many years of the critical 
missional focus of Ecumenism. He reminded us that the petition of Jesus in 
his High Priestly prayer (John 17), “that they may be one”, has not yet been 
fulfilled and that Ecumenism, sadly often seen as an optional extra, should 
be pursued by all church leaders.

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION and the 
COLLEGE OF THE TRANSFIGURATION

Theological Education and Formation for ministry remains a high priority 
for the Bishops, who seek to ground their own thinking on a solid founda-
tion and to inspire theological excellence in the Province. In consequence, 
we had an animated, excellent discussion of the report of the Pityana Com-
mission on Theological Education. We celebrated the report as a seminal 
work, giving insight and guidelines for the priority of Residential Theo-
logical Education and Training of clergy, as offered by the College of the 
Transfiguration (CoTT), and its viability. On CoTT, our general feeling was 
that the college should continue. It must be supported by the Bishops and 
fundraising must continue to augment its cash flow. We acknowledged the 
sacrificial efforts of the College's academic staff. A template for the discern-
ment of candidates for ordination was agreed to by the Bishops. It is to be 
developed and will be recommended in the dioceses of ACSA.

DIOCESAN NAME CHANGE
Synod approved the name change of the Diocese of Swaziland to the Dio-
cese of Eswatini.

CHURCH and COMMUNITY MOBILISATION PROCESS (CCMP)
Synod received an excellent presentation on theology in action in our com-
munities through a programme called Church and Community Mobilisa-
tion Process. The Bishops were inspired to think of planning workable and 
renewable community projects, using the tools of CCMP. We noted that the 
classical Anglican Communion Five Marks of Mission, enshrined in Canon 
15 (1), provide a framework for projects to implement the call of the Gospel 
for holistic community transformation.

CANON LAW AND CHURCH ORDER
Mr Henry Bennett gave input on the updated Canons in relation to Church 
Order, including disciplinary processes for ordinary lay Anglicans, laity in 
leadership and clergy. He referred to the Canons dealing with the admin-
istrative role of Archdeacons, highlighted the importance of Resolution of 
Permanent Force 5, paired with Act XV, and covered Canons which deal 
with malfunctioning of a Diocese, Bishop or Clergy person. Interpretation 
of the Canons around intervention are best guided by Diocesan Chancel-
lors and Registrars.

ANNUAL PLANNING MEETING (APM)
The Provincial Secretary/Treasurer and the Provincial Deputy Registrar re-
ported on the impact of Covid on the Church, noting how the pandemic 
has slowed down the economy. They proposed a denominational census 
to gather data to enable medium and long-term planning. The Archbishop 
implored dioceses to cooperate with the APM Committee in making data 
available for analysis, in preparation for the Provincial Standing Commit-
tee meeting from 27-29th September.                          continues on page 8



We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website:   www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper 
or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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John 15:13 "Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends."

SoB from page 7
“CARE FOR CREATION”

The Dean of the Province, Bishop Stephen Diseko, 
challenged dioceses to take up the Lambeth Call to 
plant trees to grow an “Anglican Communion For-
est”. 

To this end, the Revd Dr Rachel Mash has negoti-
ated with the Department of Forestry to supply 
churches with trees at no cost. Inspired by the call, 
the Anglican Consultative Council meeting in Gha-
na (ACC-18) has appealed to the Communion to 
sign the “fossil fuel non-proliferation treaty”. We are 
also challenged to not use Styrofoam products at 
church events. A beautiful new “Five Marks of Mis-
sion” poster, which has space for parishes to add 
their own photos, will be distributed to every parish. 
Dioceses are encouraged to send their environmen-
tal coordinators to a two-day conference organised 
by Green Anglicans in Gauteng.

REPORT on “The Case of Ukraine”
Dr Greg Mills of the Brenthurst Foundation, who ac-
companied our Metropolitan on his visit to Ukraine 
in December 2022, highlighted the imperative to 
pray for peace between Ukraine and Russia. The 
Bishops are equally mindful of the many areas in the 
world where wars are waged. They earnestly pray 
for pro-active peace-making and call the Church to 
prayer, holding peace-brokers in our hearts.

HUMAN DIGNITY AND CIVIL UNIONS
The outcome of our discussions is reflected in an Ad-
dendum.

STATE OF SOUTH AFRICA
Mr Mcebisi Jonas, South Africa's former deputy Min-
ister of Finance reminded the Synod that as church 
leaders we must not underestimate our influence. 
He also challenged church leaders and clergy eve-
rywhere, including at local level, to help change the 
moral fabric of our society.

ELECTION OF THE BISHOP OF GEORGE
Synod elected the Ven Edwin Pockpass to be the 
new Bishop of George, in succession to Bishop Brian 
Marajh, who has been translated to Kimberley & 
Kuruman. We express our deep appreciation for the 
work of the Vicar-General of the Diocese, Canon 
Jerome Prins.

"Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is hon-
ourable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, what-

ever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there 
is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these things". (Phil. 4:8) 

POSITION OF REGIONAL DIRECTOR : 
WESTERN CAPE

The Anglican Board of Education Southern Africa 
(Western Cape Region) wishes to appoint a Region-
al Director. We are seeking a motivated and dedi-

cated individual to provide guidance and support to 27 Public primary schools (located on 
Anglican Church property) and 7 Independent Diocesan schools as well as to promote the 
wider goals of ABESA.

The mission and vision of ABESA is:
the support of existing Anglican Church Schools as extensions of Diocesan ministry and 
‘sites of mission’. ABESA will work alongside Dioceses and schools in order to clarify,
articulate, and develop the Anglican Christian identity, ethos and culture of schools; and to
strengthen the manner in which this is reflected in policy formulation, pedagogical and
pastoral practice and meaningful responsiveness to the cultural, political and economic
complexities of Southern Africa.

•	The development of ‘new’ church schools: ABESA will Initiate and develop partnerships
which enable the founding of new schools, particularly Early Childhood Development 
(ECD) initiatives in underutilized parish infrastructure, and identify, capacitate and mentor 
the re-establishment of schools historically associated with the Church.

•	Restoring the spirit and soul of public education: ABESA seeks to contribute to the
transformation of public schooling through partnerships which leverage revitalized and
capacitated relationships between public schools, educational district offices, local par-
ishes and specialist educational development service providers.

Responsibilities include:
Supporting principals in “Anglican” schools in the Western Cape, through regular visits. 
These visits will focus on promoting and encouraging the distinctive character of Anglican 
schools and ways to ensure that this Christian character is evident in the life of each school.  
ABESA (WC) works closely with the Executive Director of the Provincial Board as well as the 
Bishops and regional education representatives of the Dioceses of the Western Cape in 
which the schools are situated, and reports to them after school visits. 

The incumbent should preferably have experience of working in the educational field; be 
able to liaise with the Western Cape Education Department and relevant stakeholders; be 
able to initiate and execute programmes to support the mission and vision of ABESA; must 
be a committed Christian and a member of the Anglican Church; Strong interpersonal, ver-
bal and non-verbal communication skills are necessary as well as Information Technology 
skills. The incumbent will report to the Chairperson of the Regional ABESA Committee and 
the Provincial Executive Director.

A salary is negotiable and normal out of pocket expenses relating to the post will be cov-
ered.
We are committed to transformation and equality within the workplace. We reserve the 
right not to make an appointment to the post as advertised.    
Additional Information and Recommendation:
•	Home-Office	Base	in	Cape	Town	(or	Western	Cape)	
•	Have	own	transport	and	in	possession	of	a	valid	SA	Driver’s	Licence
•	Be	a	retired	educationalist	or	a	qualified	teacher	holding	a	part-time	teaching	post.	

If you are looking for a challenging and rewarding opportunity to make a difference in the 
lives of educators, learners and the wider community, please submit your CV and a cover 
letter as well as three contactable references to Rev Jaques Pretorius (Jaques.pretorius@
abesa.co.za). The closing date for applications is the 16th April 2023. Enquiries contact 
Mr Robert Ferrandi on rferrandi@bissets.com 


