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The theme for the Clergy Conference was "Church Lead-
ership in the Context of Today's World". Our days were 
spent discussing various motions that arose out of Syn-
od, some rather weighty issues; however, discussions 
were robust, interspersed with fellowship and together-
ness that we had longed for post-Covid.   

As Bishop Joshua noted in his opening remarks, this 
was a time "to renew bonds of friendship, to connect, to 
meet, to learn and fellowship," and this is indeed what 
we did. 

Day 1:  We were welcomed by Bishop Joshua and Revd 
Dr John Klaasen, who also introduced the three-day 
program's expectations. Facilitators would guide the 
discussion so that we would "capture the sense" of what 
was conveyed by those who presented their motions 
before Synod. Archbishop Thabo "visited" us virtually, 
encouraging us to make that bold "move from main-
tenance to mission" by highlighting the aspects of The 
Great Commission.

Day 2:  Was to be one of the busiest. The first address 
delivered by Revd Shaun Cozett was based on the mo-
tion, the structuring of partnership which led to active 
group discussions followed by feedback sessions. Later, 
Revd Natalie Arendse introduced the concept of Con-
textual Bible Study – applying Scripture to engage with 
varied contextual themes/issues followed by group dis-
cussion. Then we hurried off with packed lunches to the 
Mission Museum at Genadendal. 

 We were met by the Curator/Historian/Stand-up Come-
dian, Dr Isaac Balie, who entertained us with his stories 
and history of Genadendal. Then, we toured the Muse-

um with all its ancient artefacts. On our return, we were 
caught up in an unexpected traffic jam by a flock of un-
ruly sheep being herded. Instead, they were "ducking 
and diving" through the oncoming traffic, but we made 
it back in time for Evening Prayer.

Day 3: Revd's Ronald Dias, Basil Davids and Ronald Mul-
ler introduced their motion with personal stories of do-
ing ministry on the Cape Flats amidst the gangsterism. 

Our discussions were insightful, highlighting the sig-
nificance of the motions that were tabled at Synod; it is 
indeed a work in progress. It encouraged our engage-
ment as we discovered we might have resources and 
partnerships to offer one another. Mission, too, is a work 
in progress as we continue to learn and grow. 

                                                                         continues on page 6
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EDITORIALCLASSIFIEDS
Archbishop’s 

Education 
Endowment Fund for 

Theological Education
Please support the Archbishop’s 
Education Fund so that we can 
continue to train priests for the 

future of our church. Thank you for 
all donations received. If you would 
like to contribute please consider a 

donation.
 

A sum of 
R1 483 201.67

has been raised thus far.

Bank: Standard Bank
Branch Code: 

Thibault Square
Branch Number: 020909

Account Number: 070332428

Scan QR code with your mobile and learn 
more about the Diocese of Cape Town

Mental health has been given more prominence since the start 
of Covid, although it has always been an essential aspect of our 

lives. It often guises itself as depression, anxiety or trauma. 
Practising self-compassion is crucial, and recognising the triggers 

is a good starting point.
 "Be still, and know that I am God" - Psalm 46:10

By trusting that God sees everything and knows best, we have 
to wait for God to act when we recognise the triggers. He always 

has a better plan than what we can ever hope.

We celebrate the presence of God but often don't know what to 
do in the absence of God. We pray to connect to God, and we can 

teach others to pray too. We have to speak to God in the good 
and bad. A good example is Jonah, who did not pray when God 

called him to go to Nineveh, he rejected the call. However, he 
finally prays when he is underwater and swallowed by the whale.  

" ... as my life was ebbing away, I remembered the Lord." 
Everyone experiences a setback to some degree when we are 
feeling the depths of despair. It's through prayer that we are 

returned. When you are spiritually strong, be that presence in 
another's life.  Love and Light, Rebecca

Events and Notices Aunty Marie celebrates her 
101st birthday

Marie Adams, was greeted at Christ 
Church Constantia on Sunday 2nd 
October 2022 with loud applause 
and a hearty version of “Happy Birth-
day” by the congregation, accompa-
nied by the organ and led by the 
Archdeacon of Constantia, the Ven 
Terry Lester. 

Affectionately known as “Aunty Ma-
rie”, she was celebrating her 101th 
birthday. 

As the longest surviving member of 
the Christ Church congregation she 
is regarded as its matriarch. 

She was baptised, confirmed and 
married in the 19th century sand-
stone church. Like so many others, 
Aunty Marie’s family were removed 
from Constantia under the Group 
Area Act. 

She has lived in Fairways for many 
years. During the Sunday service, 
her favourite hymn, “To God Be The 
Glory”, was sung with gusto in trib-
ute to this gracious and faithful soul.

Aunty Marie is pictured with her son, 
Sammy
- Photographer: Yolinda Walters



Dear friends 
 As we move 
closer to the 
end of the 
year, the ac-
tivities in all 

our structures are increasing. Yes, 
it feels like we are affected by the 
spring season, and everything is 
coming to life!
 
As I was reflecting on our activities 
since my last article, I was remind-
ed of a chorus with these simple 
but powerful words: 'Rejoice in the 
Lord, call upon His name, make 
known to the people what He has 
done.' 
I believe this is part of our calling 
and what I am trying to do in this 
monthly column. 
 
I was privileged to visit the College 
of the Transfiguration in Makhanda 
to visit our ordinands. It was the first 
time I was back since my gradua-
tion ceremony at the beginning of 
1995. I was part of the first students 
of COTT in 1993 and it was indeed 
good to reminisce about those 
years but also to look with pride 
at the development of the college 
since then. We want to thank all 
those who, through the years, con-
tributed in so many ways to help 
the college get where we are now. 
So much has been done and so 
much more needs to happen. As a 
diocese, we are committed to help-
ing COTT grow and produce excel-
lent priests for our Province, ACSA. 
We also congratulate Reverend 
Doctor Percy Chinganga, the new 
Principal and Rector of COTT, as he 
starts this new journey. Our three 

ordinands at COTT are doing well. 
Two of them will finish at the end of 
this academic year and return to the 
diocese. We will also be sending an-
other two students in 2023. Canon 
John Klaasen will be writing about 
COTT's excellent opportunities for 
our church's lay and ordained per-
sons. Still, as a diocese, I want to 
highlight that we will partner with 
COTT to produce a preaching course 
for our layministers and others who 
are interested in the course. I am ex-
cited as it will equip our laity, who 
feel called to this ministry, with the 
necessary skills. Watch this space for 
more information. Please remember 
to be generous in your giving when 
we have confirmation services. The 
collection of those services goes 
toward our ordination fund, which 
assists us in sending students for 
theological training and formation 
at COTT. 
 
We have had both our Synod of 
Bishops and the Provincial Stand-
ing Committee meeting, where 
theological education and the fu-
ture of COTT were highlighted. Staff 
members of the college made some 
excellent presentations to the bish-
ops and fresh commitments from 
dioceses to support the college were 

made. I want to encourage you to 
visit the ACSA website to read up 
on the resolutions made at these 
gatherings so that you can hold us 
accountable for the execution. 
 
It was wonderful for us as clergy to 
meet again for our annual Clergy 
Conference at Houw Hoek, the first 
time after the pandemic. We want 
to thank the parishioners who made 
it possible for us as clergy to meet in 
this manner, which was energising 
and refreshing for all of us. There is 
a fuller report in this edition. 
 
As the regional liaison bishop for the 
Southern Region of the Third Order 
Franciscans in Africa, I attended the 
African conference held in Gauteng 
and it was indeed a blessing! In a 
time of spiritual hunger and the 
search for a more meaningful life, I 
want to encourage you, young and 
old, to join a tertiary order and fol-
low a life rule that might help you 
fulfil God's calling upon your life. I 
know two tertiary orders in our dio-
cese, the Franciscans and the Com-
munity of the Resurrection. Please 
get in touch with our office for more 
information. Let us congratulate 
Bishop Vicentia Kgabe (Bishop of Le-
sotho) on her election as Bishop Pro-
tector of all Franciscan Tertiaries in 
Africa and Natasha Fry as Regional 
Guardian with all the office bearers 
and members of the order. 
 
I want to thank St Michael and All 
Angels, Observatory for taking the 
initiative to present two quality Sun-
day School Teacher training sessions 
for this year. I attended the last one; 
it was very educational, interactive, 

and fun. We have committed to 
starting a diocesan structure to co-
ordinate our children's church min-
istries with all those who minister in 
Christian education and formation 
for more training and greater unity 
in this ministry. Keep up the excel-
lent work! 

Confirmation services are one of the 
things that I look forward to doing 
every Sunday. So, thank you to all 
the parishes as you welcome Joan 
and I. It is wonderful to be among 
you. Let us pray for our young peo-
ple as they make these sacred vows, 
and may we create spaces in our 
churches so that they can live them 
out to God's glory. 
 
We keep our matric class of 2022 
and all learners and students in 
prayer as they prepare for their final 
exams. Be assured of my prayers as 
your Bishop.
 
We intend to ordain Revds Abigail 
Hopley and Johan Ferndale, the 
priesthood in our diocese, on Sat-
urday, 10th December, in the St 
George the Martyr Cathedral, Cape 
Town. Please keep them in your 
prayers as they prepare for their re-
treat and ordination. Pray also for 
Canon Natalie Arendse as she will 
lead the retreat and preach and our 
Archbishop Thabo Makgoba as he 
presides at the ordination service. 
 
God has blessed us with so much 
and will continue to bless us even 
more. So let us continue this walk-in 
faith with the Lord. 
 May God bless you richly! 
 +Joshua, Table Bay
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Roy  T. Bennett"Believe in your infinite potential. Your only limitations are those you set upon yourself." 

From the Bishop’s Desk

The Revd Ronald Muller was licensed as rector of Church of the 
Reconciliation, Manenberg on 2nd October 2022 by the Rt Revd 
Joshua Louw. Photo: James Jacobs

Bishop Joshua visits CoTT
"I spent 3 wonderful days at the College of the Transfiguration, visit-
ing our ordinands. Thanks to the college community, staff and stu-
dents for making me feel so welcome. It was also an opportunity to 
go down memory lane as I was part of the first group of students 
of CoTT in 1993. Let us continue to support our only residential col-
lege. Well done staff and students. CoTT will be celebrating its 30th 
anniversary next year. Let's make it special!"



TD Jakes “No woman wants to be in submission to a man who isn't in submission to God!"
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Patronal Festival of 
St Bartholomew’s

The parish of St Bartholomew’s in Walmer Estate celebrated the Feast of 
St Bartholomew on a sunny Sunday, 28th August 2022.
 
Loyal parishioners, former parishioners who have relocated to distant 
neighborhoods, as well as visitors from St. Marks and other nearby 
churches, filled the church to capacity on this blessed day.

St. Bartholomew’s church was established in 1928 during the rector-
ship of Canon Way. William Marlborough Carter was the Archbishop of 
Cape Town at the time. Services were held in the Church Hall – which 
now serves as the home of a feeding scheme that provides meals to 
thousands of hungry Capetonians daily – until the church itself was 
completed in 1957 during the tenure of Father John Roland, the rector 
of St. Mary’s. In the first 40 years of the church’s life, it was served by the 
clergy of St. Mary’s and has at various times been held in plurality with 
the neighbouring parishes of St. Mark’s and St. Philip’s. 

The homily was preached by the Archdeacon to the Waterfront and 

the Ven Melanie Klaasen, who taught on the life of the Apostle Bar-
tholomew, also identified as Nathaniel. 

Refreshments were served after the service and many old acquain-
tances were re-established as old friends discussed the history of this 
beloved community church. - Billie-Jean Holt

Photos left to right: The oldest 
parishioner, Joe Cerfontyn. Right 
-  The Revd Dr John Klaasen and 

the Ven Melaney Klaasen with the 
Altar Servers

Provincial Standing 
Committee 2022

PSC report gives advice to parishes on 
including people with disabilities

Parishes are being encouraged to include people living with disabil-
ity fully in the lives of their congregations, for example by welcoming 
those who use wheelchairs by providing ramps to enable them to ac-
cess churches easily.

Both this year’s meeting of the Provincial Standing Committee and the 
September meeting of the Synod of Bishops heard reports from the 
Revd Dr Andrew Warmback of the Diocese of Natal, who was asked by 
the Archbishop to convene a Disability Advisory Group after the last 
Provincial Synod.

The Synod committed ACSA “to becoming a fully accessible church to 
people with disabilities, creating an environment in which all members 
can offer their gifts and talents in the life, leadership and service of the 
church.”

PSC backs Communion-wide plan to 
“green” the world

ACSA’s highest decision-making body between meetings of Provincial 
Synod has pledged support for the “Communion Forest”, an environ-
mental initiative in which Anglicans around the world will work to pro-
tect and enhance their environments.

In a resolution proposed by Bishop Vicentia Kgabe of Lesotho, this 
year’s meeting of the Provincial Standing Committee encouraged dio-
ceses and parishes to plant and grow trees and to remove invasive trees 
and plants in their areas.

PSC also called for the church to incorporate tree or plant growing as 
part of baptisms, marriages, funerals, patronal festivals, conferences 

and other events. Launching the initiative at the Lambeth Conference, 
Archbishop Justin Welby of Canterbury said it could become the “most 
widespread and diverse” environmental project in the world.

PSC seeks to strengthen 
Safe Church Commission’s work

Provincial Standing Committee has resolved to seek ways of strength-
ening the Province’s efforts to ensure that our parishes and institutions 
are safe spaces, free of abuse of any kind.

In a resolution approved at its annual meeting, PSC asked the Synod 
of Bishops to appoint a task team to consider special fund-raising to 
finance the work of the Safe and Inclusive Church Commission.
The commission was established in 2019 as an advisory body to help 
the Province, dioceses, organisations and institutions to implement the 
Safe and Inclusive Church Charter adopted by the bishops earlier that 
year.

The resolution reads:
This PSC:
1. Commits itself to fulfilling our obligations set out in the Safe and In-
clusive Church Charter as detailed in ACT XX of our Canons and Con-
stitution;

2. Encourages ACSA’s commitment to making its churches, organisa-
tions and institutions places of safety and inclusion;

3. Affirms the need for building a culture of safety and inclusion through 
ongoing training and development.

Respectfully requests the Synod of Bishops to:
Appoint a task team to consider the feasibility of a special fund-raising 
initiative to provide the funds to finance the activities of the Commis-
sion, including SIC education within ACSA for the next 3 to 5 years.
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Paul Klee“A single day is enough to make us a little larger or another time, a little smaller."

Rondebosch 
Archdeaconry 

Retreat 
Ten of the clergy in our Archdeaconry headed 
off to Temenos (near Robertson) for a silent re-
treat from 15 – 19 August 2022. 

We met in the beautiful chapel for a daily 
Eucharist. Our Retreat Conductor, Mrs Judy 
Everingham, led us on a journey through 
guided meditations and scriptures readings 
based on the following themes:
1. You are loved
2. You are precious
3. You are free
4. You are on the way, going somewhere
5. Your life has meaning

Even though so familiar, and using well known 
and dearly loved scriptures, the Lord met with 
each one of us in a significant and profound 
way. God’s Spirit was wonderfully at work in us 
and among us, and it was deeply moving to 
hear personal stories of our encounters with 
God which were shared on our last evening 
around a warm fire.

There is something very special about 
being together in prayerful silence, 
and in a strange way we grew closer 
to one another and our fellowship 
was strengthened through this time.

Thank you so much to our Archdea-
con, Reeva Mulder and our Retreat 
Conductor, Judy Everingham, for a 
most meaningful and fruitful retreat.

 -  Revd Claire Nye Hunter

Church Lads and Girls Brigade celebrate its 
128th anniversary

The Church Lads and Girls Brigade celebrated its 128th year of existence in South Africa. This year we celebrated the event with a Thanksgiving 
service heldat St Cyprian's, Retreat. The event generated a lot of excitement amongst all members as we were afforded the opportunity to thank 
God for delivering us through some difficult circumstances over the last few years. We also have the privilege to share this day with esteemed 
guests from the United Reformed Church as well as officially rank our Regimental Chaplain, the Revd Ronald Dias to the rank of Colonel. The Revd 
Ronald Dias inspired all members and the congregation present with a moving homily and eucharistic feast. This parade marked the last Regimen-
tal Parade for 2022. We give thanks to God for deliverance, mercy and guidance as we continue to extend the kingdom of Christ amongst others.
We are excited for what God has in store for us over the next years as we embark on increasing the brigade footprint in our diocese, develop more 
leaders and positively impact the lives of our members. - Grant Constable 



In a visit to ACSA's Provincial resi-
dential college and deliberations 
at the Synod of Bishops and the 

Provincial Standing Committee (PSC), a good 
deal of attention was given this past month to 
the vital issue of theological education for our 
clergy and people.

In Makhanda, I joined leaders in theological 
education to install the Revd Dr Percy Chin-
ganga as Rector of the College of the Trans-
figuration (CoTT). We warmly congratulate 
him on his appointment, confident that the 
education of our ordinands is in good hands 
with him and his staff. His installation came 
soon after the annual September Provincial 
meetings, where we discussed a major report 
on the future of theological education drawn 
up by a commission convened by the Revd Dr 
Barney Pityana. 

As I told PSC, the body which represents cler-
gy and lay representatives as well as bishops 
from all ACSA's Dioceses, theological educa-
tion and formation are not optional extras for 
the church: they are our lifeblood, and they 
matter not just for our future as an institution 
but the welfare of God's people as we go out 
to proclaim the love and the justice of God in 
our suffering world. 

I want to promote sound theological forma-
tion not just for our clergy but also for lay An-
glicans. An excellent way of doing this would 
be to enrol at CoTT, even if you don't want to 
enter the ordained ministry, and I invite those 
of you who want to improve your theologi-
cal knowledge to explore studying there full-
time. 

As I suggested at the Diocese of Cape Town's 
clergy school last week, I dream that our par-
ishes and homes will become institutions of 
teaching and learning and places of prayer 
and worship in your communities. I urge you 

to take steps to offer education of various 
kinds – including theological education – for 
all our people. And please consider support-
ing CoTT individually and through your par-
ishes and Dioceses – it plays a vital role.

Also, recently, I attended the Desmond Tutu 
International Peace Lecture on what would 
have been the 91st birthday of our late Arch-
bishop Emeritus. 

The lecture featured Amina Mohammed, a 
Nigerian who is the United Nations Deputy 
Secretary-General, and Doug Abrams, the 
American author who worked with Archbish-
op Desmond and the Dalai Lama to create The 
Book of Joy, and who brought us an inspiring 
message of hope. At the CoTT installation, I 
continued the commemoration of Archbishop 
Desmond's birth by delivering our first Arch-
bishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu Memorial 
Lecture, where I stressed that we are still called 
and sent to carry out a prophetic ministry in 
the world today. 

As we held these events, we remembered 

warmly and sent our love to Mrs Nomalizo 
Leah Tutu, who has just turned 89! A belated 
Happy Birthday, Mama Leah! 

In the ACSA memorial lecture, I said we still 
need to warn our governments that they are 
accountable, nowadays, accountable to the 
people but also to God. I spoke out strongly 
against those in power who enrich themselves 
with tenders they fail to deliver on. I warned 
opposition parties hoping to come to power 
soon that they, too, will experience the temp-
tations of power. I also condemned the new 
"mafias" we are seeing in the construction, 
mining and taxi industries, demanding pro-
tection money to allow legitimate businesses 
to operate. If we continue down this road, I 
said, with police, municipal and national gov-
ernments turning a blind eye, too cowardly to 
act, we will end up a failed state.

As I write, I have been on an inspirational visit 
to Rome with ecumenical colleagues to en-
gage in dialogues aimed at ensuring that the 
mining industry internationally conducts its 
operations in a way that respects the integrity 
of the earth and takes care of people and com-
munities. I am grateful to Cardinal Cardinal Mi-
chael Czerny, SJ, for his wisdom and the gen-
erous offering of his time, and to Archbishop 
Ian Ernest at the Anglican Centre in Rome and 
their teams.

In conclusion, I am delighted to confirm that 
Archbishop Justin Welby of Canterbury will be 
with us in Cape Town at the end of November, 
where he will join the final meeting of the De-
sign Team which planned the 2022 Lambeth 
Conference. We will also welcome him pub-
licly at Evensong in St George's Cathedral at 4 
pm on Thursday, November 24th. 

God bless,
++Thabo Cape Town
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Hans von Balthasar “What you are is God's gift to you, what you become is your gift to God."

Ad Laos to the people of God

Diocesan Clergy Conference 2022 from page 1: 

Listening to the stories of others, we were once again made deeply 
aware of our calling and our sending into God's world to tend to God's 
flock.

We thank God who kept us safe during our journey there and back and 
thanks those involved in the Clergy Conference planning and the staff 
at Houw Hoek Inn, who made our stay pleasant.

Lastly:  Ven Donnie Meyer and Ven Alex Ernest celebrated their birth-
days whilst we were at the Conference. It was a surprise to some of us 
to discover during our Services that the Diocese of Cape Town's "Got 
Talent" as we heard the musical accompaniment of Revd Jo Tyers on 
the keyboard, Revd Claire Hunter playing the violin and flute and Revd 
Grant Damoes who played the guitar. We had weighty issues to discuss, 

but I think we also ate way too much! We were nourished, filled, and 
drank deeply from what was shared, but by God's grace, we will con-
tinue the Mission to which we were called.

- the Revd Jennifer Swartz 
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Stephen Richards“The only time you fail is when you fall down and stay down. “

Communique from the 
Synod of Bishops 

September 2022

"After the heartening experience of unity we experienced at the re-
cent Lambeth Conference, the meeting of the Synod of Bishops held 
virtually from September 26th to 28th started with a bang at the 
opening Eucharist. Through the scriptures and the homily, we heard 
a call to listen deeply to the voice of Jesus at the Lake of Galilee: “Put 
out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” This was a 
voice of change, a voice of creation, which called us to listen carefully, 
since our plans might have to change. 

Voices of Invitation 
As we addressed the theme of re-imagining our church, we were 
stretched by a striking presentation from Archdeacon Terry Lester of 
Cape Town on the five models of church developed by the Ameri-
can Jesuit theologian, Avery Dulles. Echoing the Lambeth theme, 
“God’s Church for God’s World”, we were invited to a new way of be-
ing church, in which all members have a ministry and in which we 
recognise that our effectiveness is rooted in creative communication. 

Dr Jonathan May of the College of the Transfiguration showed us 
how the Acts of the Apostles can enable the Church to re-imagine 
herself for the future by focussing on a “tripod of action”, inviting the 
community of faith to wait upon God, to be a conduit of continuity 
carrying tradition forward, and to offer an alternative way of being, 
committed to justice and equity. 

The Revd Gina Gcebile, also of COTT, also addressed us, emphasis-
ing the centrality of doctrine in how we theologise with contextual 
issues. The Bishops were deeply moved when Bishop Moses Mady-
wabe of Khahlamba preached on Luke 9:51-56, on how Jesus chose 
to go to Jerusalem “passing through Samaria”, breaking down bar-
riers of hostility and discrimination. We too must “pass through the 
places” that are on the edges of society and are ostracised. 

Theological Education 
We deliberated at length on our concerns, opportunities and shared 
experiences when we considered reports from the Pityana Commis-
sion on the future of theological education, the Advisory Board on 
Theological Education and the Rector of COTT. We applauded COTT’s 
management, academic and support staff and agreed to organise an 
indaba on the way ahead, including ecumenical and other partners. 

Clergy and African Traditional Religious Practices 
We considered the desire of some clergy and spouses to practise as 
sangomas as well as to minister in the Church. We agreed that priests 
cannot “serve two altars”. We will hold a colloquium on the matter, 
consulting also with the Roman Catholic and Ethiopian Episcopal 
churches on how they are dealing with this challenge.  

Growing the Church (GtC) 
The new Director of GtC, the Revd Bruce Woolley, is carrying out 
training in six Dioceses. Bishops were asked to encourage GtC Co-
ordinators to attend a forthcoming virtual conference. Anglicans 
Ablaze 2023 was held from 4-7th October 2023. 

Archbishop’s Commission on Valuing Diversity in the Body of 
Christ: The Revd Dr Andrew Warmback reported that the Commis-
sion is calling on Bishops and Dioceses to emphasise the full inclu-
sion of people living with disabilities in all aspects of the Church’s 
spiritual, social and economic life, focussing on what they could do 
easily to improve over this next year. It plans to create an Advisory 
Group to advise the Province. 

Archbishop’s Commission on Technology and Ethics Report 
The Archbishop’s Commission on Technology and Ethics seeks to 
“track technological developments, to reflect on them theologically 
and ethically, and inform the bishops and other church leaders as to 
what is taking place…”. Among the rapid advances we face are the 
speedy development of Covid-19 vaccines, the quick introduction of 
virtual technologies during prolonged lockdown and the migration 
to cashless church income. Digital technology and globalisation pre-
sent us with what can be characterised as VUCA: Volatility, Uncer-
tainty, Complexity and Ambiguity. 

Provincial Resolutions 
Bishop Charles May of the Highveld reported on resolutions coming 
before Provincial Standing Committee on Palestine and Israel. Recog-
nising the discrimination experienced by the Palestinian people, we 
seek a peaceful solution for the Holy Land embracing dignity, equal-
ity, peace, justice and prosperity for all. 

Liturgical Committee 
Bishop Nkosinathi Ndwandwe of Natal reported that the infusion of 
new young blood into this Committee has added new vitality and 
passion to its work. The Committee plans a new Prayer Book and will 
need to resuscitate teams to translate it into languages other than 
English. However, the 1989 Anglican Prayer Book will remain in use. 

Human Sexuality Guidelines 
Synod considered draft Pastoral Guidelines for ministry to members 
of the LGBTI community living in Civil Unions. The Bishops noted 
the voices of those who cautioned restraint. Our re-imagining the 
Church cannot be complete unless it provides pastoral ministry to 
the LGBTI community and the matter will thus remain on our agenda. 

Conclusion 
After experiencing the joy of an in-person Lambeth Conference, 
members of Synod expressed the longing to meet in person. Never-
theless, empowered by the Holy Spirit through the reflections at the 
beginning of each day, we conducted our business listening deeply 
to what we heard as we travelled together as the Church of God.

ACSA celebrates 30 years of women 
to the priesthood

On 29th September 1992, the Rt Revd Margaret Vertue and Revd Wilma Jakobsen were 
ordained as priests by the late Archbishop Desmond Tutu at St George's Cathedral, Cape 
Town, and were amongst the first women priests in ACSA. Bishop Margaret preached a 
powerful homily at the Eucharist of the Provincial Standing Committee (PSC) meeting 
quoting the Ven Cheryl Uren, who said: "Strike the beat upon the drum for our pioneer wom-
en. Blow your horn O Africa for your daughters! We salute you."

Congratulations to Bishop Margaret and Revd Wilma on their 30th anniversary to the 
priesthood as well as all clergy celebrating ordination anniversaries at this time.  The full 
homily can be found on the Diocese of False Bay's website: www.falsebaydiocese.org.za



We would love to hear from your parish, send articles and photographs to 
Rebecca Malambo at malambor@ctdiocese.org.za or call 021 469 3766.   
Visit the Diocese of Cape Town’s website:   www.ctdiocese.org.za

The Editor is not responsible for opinions expressed by contributors, nor do their views necessarily reflect the policy of this paper 
or of the Diocese. Acceptance of advertisements does not necessarily mean endorsement of product or service.
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Anne Frank “A quiet conscience makes one strong.”

Message to 
Matriculants

For the class of 2022, there are just 
a few days left before the Test of all 
Tests begin. 

The one they have been working to-
wards ever since their registration, 
in Grade R, 13 years ago. For them 
a dream has come true; the end of 
a school career. Yet, it is only the be-
ginning of an adventurous journey 

of discovering who they really are and want to be.  What does 
life hold for each of them, only time will tell. We could wish for 
them nothing better than the success they desire and have 
worked for, and every success and happiness for their future.

We salute and thank all their teachers who have so gallantly  
journeyed the long hard road with them in preparation for 
this day. I know that the class of 2022 will do us all proud.

So, let us unite in prayer for them and their parents at this 
time. 

- Walter  Mercuur
Director (Western Cape Region)
 Anglican Board of Education 

Provincial Standing 
Committee 2022

Church report suggests how to create jobs 
for young people

A report presented to Provincial Standing Committee has made sugges-
tions for how parishes could combat youth unemployment in countries of 
the Province. The report was presented by Bishop Vicentia Kgabe of Leso-
tho, who was appointed by the Archbishop to chair a Commission on Youth 
Unemployment in response to a resolution from the 2021 Provincial Synod.

Among suggestions made by the commission were:
• Establishing a database recording the personnel resources available 
among church members:
• Using the database to set up mentors to provide guidance to young peo-
ple needing work;
• Budgetting to employ more young people in parishes and dioceses;
• Organising workshops to help young people write their C.V.s and develop 
their skills; and
• Making church-owned land available for business ventures.

The full report presented by Bishop Kgabe can be read: https://anglican-
churchsa.org/church-report-suggests-how-to-create-jobs-for-young-peopl
e/?fbclid=IwAR1SF8S3ZATlN7cmY217nHyzseD007kyWrW916wBg12gFCM-
HTk4QeC7mS64

Dioceses urged to come alongside 
Anglican schools

Provincial Standing Committee has resolved that Dioceses should play an 
active role in engaging with church schools as they address the issue of dis-
crimination. The PSC decision followed the adoption of a comprehensive 
report drawn up by a task team appointed by Archbishop Thabo Makgoba 
arising from a PSC request in 2020. The request was made in response to 
public controversy over complaints of past and current racial discrimination 
at church schools.

The task team comprised bishops, priests and educational experts and was 
convened by Professor Mary Metcalfe, a former head of the Wits University 
School of Education. A resolution adopted by PSC asked Diocesan Bishops 
to facilitate the distribution of and engagement with the task team’s report 
by schools.

The resolution came after a finding by the commission that “It is clear that 
schools are ready and willing to take significant strides – and many have 
already done so. What schools are [now] asking for is the committed and 
sustained attention of the church to relationships of support.”
In his homily at the opening service of PSC, the Archbishop said Dioceses 
needed to come alongside our schools to support them.

To read the full report: https://anglicanchurchsa.org/dioceses-urged-to-
come-alongside-anglican-schools/

New rector for CoTT

The institution of the Revd Canon Dr Percy Chinganga as 
rector of the College of the Transfiguration, Makhanda took 
place on 12th October 2022. 
                                              Photo: College of Transfiguration NPC


